
SENATE 660

By Mr. Hall, a petition (accompanied by resolve, Senate, No. 660) of
Robert A. Hall and others that provision be made for an investigation and
study by a special commission (including members of the General Court)
relative to providing assistance to and ascertaining the problems of Viet-
nam era war veterans. Human Services and Elderly Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty.

Resolve providing for an investigation and study by a special

COMMISSION RELATIVE TO PROVIDING ASSISTANCE TO AND ASCER-
TAINING THE PROBLEMS OF VIETNAM ERA WAR VETERANS.

1 Resolved, That a special commission to consist of five mem-
-2 bers of the senate, ten members of the house of representa-
-3 tives and ten members appointed by the governor with the
4 approval of the Speaker of the house and the President of the
5 senate, is hereby established for the purpose of making an
6 investigation and study of Vietnam Era War Veterans, the
7 effects on them, benefits being offered them, assistance
8 in education, employment, re-employment, retraining, re-
-9 habilitation for those disabled due to military service in Viet-

-10 nam, and to ascertain whether or not Vietnam veterans have
11 received equal benefits as those veterans of other wars. Fur-
-12 ther, said commission shall develop a program to identify and
13 locate those veterans who may have come in contact with the
14 defoliant chemical “Agent Orange” in order to make these
15 veterans aware of entitlements they may be eligible for and
16 to provide information on general symptoms resulting from
17 exposure to this chemical
18 Said commission may involve in advisory roles such per-
-19 sons, organizations, or public and private institutions as it
20 may determine as appropriate and may travel within and
21 without the commonwealth. Said commission may call upon
22 officials of the commonwealth or its various subdivisions and
23 may also call upon officials of the federal government as it
24 may desire in the course of its investigation and study. Said
25 commission shall file its initial report to the general court
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containing the results of its investigation and study, and its
recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation
and proposals for amendments to the constitution of the com-
monwealth necessary to carry its recommendations into ef-
fect, by filing the same with the clerk of the senate not later
than the first Wednesday of December, nineteen hundred and
eighty, and shall file its final report with such drafts on or
before the last Wednesday of March, nineteen hundred and
eighty one.
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