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The 2005 numbers are in—and the formation of Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives (CIFI) in eight Massa-
chusetts urban communities continue to have a positive effect on the fight against insurance fraud.  For the 
second year, available statistics show a major reduction of total claim dollars and in the number of injury 
claims reported since the initiation of the first CIFI program in Lawrence in October 2003.  Similar task forces 
followed in 2004 in Brockton, Boston, Springfield/Holyoke, Lowell and Lynn and in Randolph and Chelsea in 
2005.  The presence of CIFIs in these major urban areas, combined with other contributing factors, have re-
sulted in a decrease in claims of over $192 million over the past two years.  These communities make up only 
8% of the population, but represent 55% of the statewide reduction in claims.  The statewide number of injury 
claims have dropped from 43 per 100 accidents in 2002 to 31 per 100 in 2005. 
 

Each CIFI is comprised of local law enforcement personnel, IFB investigators, a designated prosecutor from 
the local District Attorney’s office as well as involvement with insurance company investigators and the office 
of the Attorney General.  Press coverage from local newspapers publicizing prosecution activity keeps the 
fraud fight and success stories in the spotlight.  The presence of these community efforts continue to produce 
positive results.  Two additional CIFIs were launched in 2006—Fall River/New Bedford and Worcester.  The 
Fall River/New Bedford CIFI received local and statewide attention at a press conference held on September 
7, 2006. 

 

The 2005 statistics displayed to the left show the sav-
ings in each CIFI area attributed to the drop in claim 
activity since 2003. 
 

The savings have resulted in part from a significant 
dip in the number of injury claims reported.  The sta-
tistics on the following page show the number of in-
jury claims per 100 accidents in 2002 versus 2005 re-
sults. 
  

Other factors can contribute to the decline in claims, 
such as yearly weather conditions, road conditions 
and general driving habits.  Also playing a role is 
intensified fraud legislation that has been passed, 
including making the filing of a fraudulent insurance 
claim a felony offense punishable by a state prison 
sentence in September 2002 and the passage of the 
“anti-runner bill” in December 2004.  Heightened 
awareness of the anti-fraud efforts is also believed to 
have assisted in the decline.   
 

One thing is clear—a difference can be made through 
the concerted efforts from a partnership with law 
enforcement, prosecutors, investigators, insurance 
personnel, the legislature and the press in the fight 
against insurance fraud. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Good News!  Effects of the CIFI Program Continue to Impress 

  

Lawrence *     $30,350,907 
Boston sections 
• Roxbury            $8,666,480 
• Dorchester        $37,365,125 
• Hyde Park        $10,715,233 
• Jamaica Plain           $9,171,352 
• Boston Central          $8,913,333 
• Brighton           $3,563,530 
• Charlestown/East Boston      $7,101,174 
• Roslindale           $9,727,171 
• South Boston          $3,624,881 
• West Roxbury           $1,357,225 
Holyoke             $2,344,724 
Springfield       $14,715,460 
Brockton       $21,337,618 
Lowell             $9,625,022 
Lynn        $13,601,119 
 

CIFI Total    $192,180,356 
 

Statewide savings   $345,672,751 
 

 * Savings since 2002, due to the early existence of CIFI. 
 
    2005 Total Loss Amount (BI, PIP, PD, COMP, COLL) 
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Effects of CIFI Program continued 

 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

Injuries Per 100 Accidents 
  

    2002  2004            2005 
Lawrence    141     60     53 
Boston sections      85     64    48 
• Roxbury    122   102         73  
• Dorchester    118     86                  68 
• Hyde Park    104         85                   63 
• Jamaica Plain     89     61          38 
Holyoke    100     78                       72 
Springfield        92     82                 75 
Brockton        93     83                 65 
Lowell            72     63                 54 
Lynn         71     61                       50 
 

Statewide average      43     36                 31 
 
 
2005 Total Number of Claims Per 100 Accidents (PIP) 
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Individuals who have been 
charged and whose names 
have been publicly dissemi-
nated have been identified. 
 

focusFraud and e-focusFraud 
are published periodically 
throughout the year.  News 
flashes on current press re-
leases and news articles and 
updates on prosecution court 
activity are posted frequently 
on the IFB website 
www.ifb.org. 
 

If you prefer to receive your 
issues of focusFraud and IFB 
announcements by email, 
please forward your name, 
company name and email 
address to dterry@ifb.org. 
 

Referrals and general ques-
tions can be emailed to  
referrals@ifb.org. 

 
 

CIFI Location 

 
Cases  

Referred 

 
Individuals 

Charged 

Continued 
Without a 
Finding 

Boston 42 69 28 

Brockton 39 98 21 

Chelsea 16 18 0 

Lawrence 60 184 23 

Lowell 11 22 1 

Lynn 34 62 6 

Randolph 8 11 0 

Springfield/
Holyoke 

16 21 1 

Total 226 485 80 

 
 

Convictions 

5 

2 

0 

19 

5 

4 

1 

8 

44 

CIFI Court Activity—from inception of program through Oct. 31, 2006 
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Boston CIFI 

Hyde Park- Jorge Duarte pleaded guilty on September 20, 2006 to filing a false police report.  Charges of insur-
ance fraud and attempt to commit a crime were continued without a finding for one year.  He was sentenced to 
probation for six months.  Duarte reported to police and Amica Mutual Insurance Company the alleged theft of 
his 2004 Honda Civic on October 11, 2004.  The vehicle was subsequently recovered in Rhode Island.  An analy-
sis of the vehicle revealed that the Honda was equipped with a transponder and could only be driven with the 
proper key.  Duarte accounted for all keys to the vehicle.   
 

Jamaica Plain- On July 19, 2006 both Sarah Cordova and Carmen Santiago pleaded guilty to motor vehicle in-
surance fraud and attempt to commit a crime.  They were each placed on one year supervised probation.  Cor-
dova reported to Pilgrim Insurance Company that while parked at a Dorchester Stop & Shop on December 11, 
2003, another vehicle backed into her automobile.  At the time of the accident, Cordova reported that two other 
passengers were in the vehicle with her and all initially reported injuries sustained from the accident.  During an 
insurance company EUO testimony, Cordova admitted that the accident did not occur as reported.   
 

Roxbury- The case against Martine Florestal was continued without a finding on June 7, 2006.  She was placed 
on probation for one year and ordered to perform 30 hours of community service.  She had been charged with 
filing a fraudulent insurance claim, arson, false report of a crime and attempt to commit a crime.  On May 12, 
2004, Florestal filed a stolen motor vehicle report with Everett police and State Farm Insurance Company report-
ing the theft of her 1998 Pontiac Grand Prix.  The vehicle had been recovered by Boston police the night before it 
was reported stolen, just down the street from Florestal’s boyfriend’s home.  The Grand Prix had been intention-
ally set on fire.  Florestal stated that she had left the vehicle parked in front of her parent’s residence in Everett 
and that she had the only two sets of keys in her possession.   
 

Boston- Complaints were issued on July 12, 2006 against Joseph Chang on charges of insurance fraud, at-
tempted larceny and filing a false police report.  On August 4, 2004, Chang reported to Boston police and Pre-
mier Insurance Company that his 2003 Honda Civic was stolen from outside his apartment.  Investigation re-
vealed that Chang allegedly planned the theft of his vehicle.  The Civic was equipped with a transponder system 
which would require the use of the proper key to move the vehicle.  Chang accounted for all keys to the vehicle.  
 

Boston task force cases are prosecuted by Suffolk County assistant district attorneys and assistant attorneys gen-
eral from the AG’s Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division. 
 
Brockton CIFI 

(Continued on page 4) 

Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Court Activity and Case Updates 

Boston- Cases against fifteen subjects were continued without a finding for one year on charges of conspiracy 
and filing a false health claim.  Each was ordered to pay restitution and to perform 100 hours of community 
service.  The subjects had been charged for their involvement in a staged motor vehicle accident ring operating 
in Boston.  The subjects were recruited as passengers in the staged accidents and used fake Puerto Rican 
driver’s licenses to obtain insurance policies for the purposes of staging motor vehicle accidents and filing 
fraudulent injury claims.   

Olga Rich, owner of South Coastal Physical Therapy, was arrested at the business on an outstanding warrant 
by the Brockton Police Warrant Apprehension Team.  On September 29, 2006 Rich was charged with two counts 
of motor vehicle insurance fraud, two counts of attempt to commit a crime and one count of conspiracy to com-
mit insurance fraud.  Another subject in the case, Nora Finn, was charged with motor vehicle insurance fraud, 
attempt to commit a crime and conspiracy to commit insurance fraud.  Rich allegedly created fictitious treat-
ment notes and billed Hanover and Arbella Mutual Insurance Companies for physical therapy services that two 
patients state they never received.  The patients contend that they went to South Coastal for initial evaluations 
but never returned for the recommended treatments.  Supervising physical therapist Nora Finn performed the 
initial evaluation on one of the patients and allegedly allowed a non-licensed physical therapist, Rich, to pro-
vide physical therapy at her direction.  However, these alleged services were never performed.   
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Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Court Activity and Case Updates continued 

On September 28, 2006 complaints were issued against Joanne McDonough and Timothy McDonough for their 
involvement in an alleged stolen motor vehicle theft claim.  Each was charged with one count of motor vehicle 
insurance fraud, one count of attempted larceny and two counts of perjury; statements alleging motor vehicle 
theft.  Timothy McDonough reported to mall security the alleged theft of his 1998 Mercury Mystique from the 
Westgate Mall.  Shortly before the report of theft, the Brockton Fire Department was alerted to a passenger mo-
tor vehicle fire at a different location.  The vehicle was the 1998 Mercury.  The same evening, Joanne 
McDonough reported the alleged theft of her 1998 Mercury to police and Plymouth Rock Assurance Corpora-
tion.  McDonough stated her brother Timothy was in possession of the vehicle when he parked it at the West-
gate Mall.  A forensic analysis of the burnt Mercury determined that there was no forced entry to the vehicle, the 
security features of the vehicle were intact and the vehicle could not have been driven without the correct key.  
Joanne McDonough stated that she was in possession of the sole key to the vehicle.   
 

Complaints were issued on September 7, 2006 against Tracy Hood and Gina Wright.  Hood was charged with 
motor vehicle insurance fraud, attempt to commit a crime and conspiracy.  Wright was charged with motor ve-
hicle insurance fraud and conspiracy.  On December 12, 2003, a report of an abandoned 1994 Ford Taurus was 
reported to police.  The vehicle had no license plates and was vandalized.  On December 18, 2003, Hood re-
ported that his 1994 Ford Taurus has been stolen sometime while he was out of town.   Due to many inconsisten-
cies in the reported timeline of the alleged theft and statements made by Hood and Wright, the claim was de-
nied by MetLife Auto & Home.   
 

Complaints were issued on September 7, 2006 against Keith Parry on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud, 
attempt to commit a crime and perjury .  On February 11, 2004, Parry reported to police and MetLife Auto & 
Home the alleged theft of his 2003 Acura RSX.  Parry claimed that there was no damage to the vehicle and he 
was in possession of all keys at the time of the alleged theft.  The vehicle was recovered in June 2004 in New Jer-
sey.  A forensic analysis of the vehicle determined that the Acura could not have been driven without the use of 
the correct ignition key and that the transponder system was fully operational and undefeated.   
 

Complaints were issued against ten Brockton subjects on August 18, 2006. Rui Tavares, Fred Bester, Idira 
Vicente, Vladimir Charles, Kerri Mograss, Dawn Jones and Jabileu Miranda-Ramos were each charged with 
motor vehicle insurance fraud, conspiracy and attempted larceny. Carlos Edo DePina, Maria Pereira and Kevin 
Gregory were charged with motor vehicle insurance fraud and conspiracy. Rui Tavares was driving his 1992 
Ford Explorer on October 16, 2004 when he allegedly slid into the back of a 1994 Ford owned and operated by 
Vicente. Tavares, Bester, Vicente, Charles, Mograss, Jones and Miranda-Ramos all claimed alleged injuries sus-
tained in the accident.  Arbella Mutual and Amica Mutual Insurance Companies insured the vehicles. 
 

The case against Eva Fountain was continued without a finding on July 21, 2006.  She had been charged with 
motor vehicle insurance fraud, attempted larceny, perjury, filing a false police report and burning a motor vehi-
cle to defraud an insurer.  On October 22, 2004 the Brockton Fire Department responded to a motor vehicle fire 
and discovered a Mazda 626, which was owned by Fountain, engulfed in flames.  Fountain submitted reports to 
Safety Insurance Company and Brockton Police and Fire Departments claiming the vehicle had been stolen and 
then burned.  She also stated that her vehicle had only minor front and right side damage and that she was in 
possession of all keys to the vehicle.  An appraisal of the Mazda revealed that the vehicle also had rear bumper 
damage and there was significant interior fire damage.  A forensic analysis of the Mazda also revealed that the 
vehicle could only have been operated with the correct key.   
 

Brockton task force cases are prosecuted by Plymouth County Assistant District Attorney Peter Maguire. 
 
Chelsea CIFI 
 

On October 12, 2006, eight Chelsea subjects were charged in seven separate cases for alleged insurance fraud. 
• Isabel Concepcion reported to OneBeacon Insurance Company the alleged theft of her 2000 Ford Windstar 

on October 16, 2004 from a parking space near her home.  The vehicle was subsequently recovered.  A foren-
sic analysis of the Windstar determined the vehicle would not start without the proper key.  Concepcion 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Court Activity and Case Updates continued 

stated she had possession of the sole key to the vehicle. 
• Aemelina Alvarado reported the alleged theft of her 1999 Ford Explorer on November 18, 2005 to OneBea-

con Insurance Company.  She stated she last saw the vehicle on November 17 at about 7:30 pm and discov-
ered it missing the following morning.  Alvarado reported she had all keys to the vehicle in her possession.  
Prior to the report of theft the vehicle was recovered when police responded to a motor vehicle accident the 
evening of November 17.  Witnesses reported seeing four young adults flee the scene of the accident.  A fo-
rensic analysis of the vehicle determined that the steering column was not defeated, there was no damage to 
the steering column or ignition lock, the vehicle was equipped with transponder-based security and the cor-
rect key was needed to start the engine. 

• Shanthell Saenz and Maria Crespo reported to MetLife Auto & Home that while Crespo was parking 
Saenz’s 1997 Chevy Blazer, they were allegedly rear-ended by an unidentified gray and white pickup truck 
in a hit-and-run accident.  Police and ambulance were called to the scene and both women were transported 
to the hospital and treated for alleged injuries sustained in the collision.  An accident reconstruction special-
ist determined that the damage to the Chevy Blazer was not a result of being struck by a gray and white 
pickup truck as reported but was caused by backing into some object.  

• On October 2, 2005 Oscar Rene Perez reported to Commerce Insurance Company that his 2002 Ford Expedi-
tion, while parked, was allegedly damaged by an unknown vehicle.  Investigation revealed that an earlier 
claim had been submitted for the 2002 Ford Expedition reporting similar damages.  A reconstruction foren-
sic expert, when comparing photographs of the damages to the Expedition on the two separate occasions, 
reported that the damages appeared to be identical.   

• On October 22, 2003 Daniel Jorge reported to police and his OneBeacon insurance agent that his 2004 Toy-
ota Corolla was allegedly damaged by an unidentified vehicle while parked and unoccupied.  A vehicle 
analysis of the Toyota determined that the vehicle struck a brick wall at least two times. 

• Juan Alberto Flores reported to OneBeacon Insurance Company that his 1996 Toyota Camry was allegedly 
damaged by a hit-and-run vehicle while parked and unoccupied on February 20, 2006.  An accident recon-
struction determined that the damage to the vehicle was not consistent with being struck by another vehicle 
while it was parked as reported.   

• Ricardo Marcom reported to MetLife Auto & Home that his 1999 BMW 323i was allegedly damaged when 
an unidentified red Cherokee ran him off the road and caused him to swerve into a curb and into a tree.  A 
collision damage analysis determined that the damage patterns did not support contact involving a tree and 
curbing as reported and that the contact involved multiple impacts and events. 

 

Chelsea task force cases are prosecuted by Suffolk County Assistant District Attorney Raquel Ruano. 
 
Lawrence CIFI 

 

Alejandro Lopez, Raymond Ruiz and Roberto Ruiz were each charged on November 8, 2006 with motor vehi-
cle insurance fraud, larceny and conspiracy to commit larceny.  Rosa Velazquec was charged with motor vehi-
cle insurance fraud, attempted larceny and conspiracy to commit insurance fraud.  Lopez, while operating his 
1996 Ford Contour on January 21, 2003, allegedly ran a stop sign and struck a 1990 Honda Accord, owned and 
operated by Raymond Ruiz.  Velazquez was an alleged passenger in the Ford and Roberto Ruiz was an alleged 
passenger in the Honda.  An accident reconstruction determined that the vehicles did not come into contact with 
one another.  Arbella Mutual and Amica Insurance Companies insured the vehicles. 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued on page 6) 

Alan Cohen, owner of the now-defunct Lawrence Back & Neck and other chiropractic clinics, pleaded guilty to 
conspiracy to commit insurance fraud on August 10, 2006.  Cohen was sentenced to 2 ½ years in the House of 
Correction with three months to serve and the remainder suspended.  He was ordered to pay a $2,000 fine and 
to perform 1,000 hours of community service.  Cohen employed a runner between 2001 and 2003 to stage motor 
vehicle accidents and bring clients to his chiropractic clinic for treatment.  He would then bill the insurance 
companies for the clients’ medical treatment – treatment that was either never provided or unnecessary.   
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Arrest warrants were issued on insurance fraud-related charges for Fernando Gonzalez, Mahogany Abad, 
Marian Gonzalez, Javier Fernandez and Raquel Gomez on November 2, 2006.  The case involves an alleged 
staged motor vehicle accident with a U-Haul truck that occurred on June 11, 2003.  Republic Western Insurance 
Company, insurer of the U-Haul truck, denied payment for alleged injuries.  Amica Mutual Insurance Com-
pany, insurer of a 1997 Honda driven by Fernando Gonzalez, later paid the claims. 
 

A Lawrence man pleaded guilty to insurance fraud charges on October 20, 2006.  He was sentenced to two years 
probation and ordered to pay $20,000 restitution.  The subject was one of ten subjects allegedly involved in an 
October 10, 2002 staged motor vehicle accident between a 1993 Mercedes-Benz and a 1990 Honda.   
 

Jodie Plunkett and David Guzman were charged with insurance fraud-related charges on June 6, 2006.  
Plunkett allegedly stated that she last saw her 2001 Blazer on January 1, 2006 when she parked it at a friend’s 
home in Lawrence before traveling out of state.  Guzman allegedly reported the Blazer stolen two days later, on 
January 3, 2006, and provided a New Hampshire address for Plunkett.  The Blazer was recovered on January 2, 
2006 in a cemetery with windows shattered and scratches to the body of the vehicle.  A forensic analysis deter-
mined that the ignition of the vehicle was not defeated and a proper key was needed to operate the vehicle.  
Plunkett allegedly provided inconsistent statements to State Farm Mutual Insurance Company regarding the 
alleged theft.   
 

Omar Castillo was arrested on July 17, 2006 and charged with motor vehicle insurance fraud and conspiracy to 
commit insurance fraud.  Castillo, a former van driver for Kaplan Chiropractic, allegedly helped stage a Decem-
ber 2002 accident by recruiting participants for the accident.  Six individuals have previously been charged for 
insurance fraud in connection with the December 2002 accident.   
 

A complaint was issued on September 13, 2006 against Antolin Santos on two counts of motor vehicle insurance 
fraud.  Santos used a Cape Cod address to obtain automobile insurance for his 1995 Toyota Land Cruiser while 
residing in Lawrence.  Santos filed a vandalism claim in February 2006 at which time MetLife Auto & Home dis-
covered he did not live at the address covered by his policy.   
 

Lawrence task force cases are prosecuted by Essex County Assistant District Attorneys James Gubitose, Greg 
Friedholm and Maura Officer. 
 
Lowell CIFI 
 

David Robillard pleaded guilty to insurance fraud charges on July 11, 2006 and was sentenced to 18 months in 
the House of Correction, suspended for two years, with a condition of probation that he pay $12,518 restitution. 
Robillard reported to police and Commerce Insurance Company the theft of his 1999 Dodge Ram pickup on De-
cember 4, 2004.  In August 2005, the vehicle was recovered in a damaged state.  A subsequent investigation re-
vealed that Robillard asked and received permission from his employer to store his vehicle at the business due 
to mechanical problems.  During the time it was stored, Robillard reported the vehicle stolen.   
 

Lowell task force cases are prosecuted by Middlesex County Assistant District Attorney Jodi Walker. 
 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 

Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Court Activity and Case Updates continued 

On October 11, 2006, two of the sixteen co-defendants in a Lowell auto ring case pleaded guilty.  Kelly Dri-
noksy and Joseph Lamarche pleaded guilty to insurance fraud charges.  Drinoksy was sentenced to serve 15 
months in the House of Correction and two years probation.  Lamarche was sentenced to serve two years in the 
House of Correction and two years probation.  Drinoksy was a passenger in a co-defendant’s Ford Taurus on 
May 21, 2004 which was struck by a Mercury Sable driven by another co-defendant.  Drinoksy filed a false 
claim for injuries she reported she sustained in the accident.  Lamarche was a passenger in a Volvo driven by a 
co-defendant on April 21, 2004 which was involved in a collision with another vehicle driven by a co-defendant.  
Lamarche filed a false claim reporting that he had sustained right knee, upper and lower back injuries.   
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Lynn CIFI 
 

Complaints were issued on September 8, 2006 against Yessenia Reynoso on charges of motor vehicle insurance 
fraud, larceny, filing a false police report and intentional or knowing false report of a crime.  Reynoso reported 
the alleged theft of her 1995 Volkswagen Jetta to Lynn Police and Safety Insurance Company on November 1, 
2003.  The vehicle was recovered on November 4, 2003.  A forensic analysis determined that the vehicle could 
not have been operated without the proper key and Reynoso accounted for all keys.   
 

On August 21, 2006 complaints were issued against Irma Rivera on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud, 
larceny, intentional false report and false statements alleging theft.  On August 21, 2006 Rivera filed a stolen mo-
tor vehicle report with police and Amica Mutual Insurance Company claiming that her 1996 Nissan Altima was 
stolen on August 19, 2005 while visiting her daughter in Lynn.  A forensic analysis determined that the vehicle’s 
ignition was not defeated.  Rivera accounted for all keys at the time of the alleged theft.   
 

The case against Christine Curley was continued without a finding for one year on September 19, 2006.  Curley 
was ordered to pay a $1,600 fine.  Curley reported to Commerce Insurance Company that after falling asleep at 
her cousin’s home on August 30, 2003, her 1999 Ford Mustang was stolen.  The vehicle was recovered by Saugus 
police several days after the alleged theft.  Curley accounted for all keys.  A forensic analysis determined that 
the proper key was needed to start the vehicle as it was equipped with a transponder system.   
 
Complaints were issued on August 18, 2006 against Katherine Murphy, Zulma Gonzalez and Arismendi 
Ramos. The three were charged with motor vehicle insurance fraud and conspiracy.  Murphy was involved in a 
two-car collision on October 31, 2003 while operating her 1995 Ford Escort.  Murphy’s mother, son and Gonzalez 
treated at an emergency room for alleged injuries sustained in the accident.  When shown photos of the damage 
to the Escort, the adverse driver stated that the damage was not caused by the accident and that immediately 
after the accident Murphy and her mother denied to police any sustained injuries and did not require medical 
attention. Gonzalez, an alleged jump-in to the vehicle, filed a claim with MetLife Auto & Home for injuries and 
was allegedly encouraged to do so by Ramos. 
 

Lynn task force cases are prosecuted by Essex County Assistant District Attorney Josh Pakstis. 
 
Randolph CIFI 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 

Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Court Activity and Case Updates continued 

Jessica Barker and Jason Barker pleaded guilty to motor vehicle insurance fraud and conspiracy on August 26, 
2006.  Each was sentenced to two years in the House of Correction, suspended, with supervised probation.  
Upon violating conditions of his probation, Jason Barker is now serving one year in the House of Correction.   
Jessica Barker was ordered to pay $559 restitution and Jason Barker was ordered to pay $4,960.  A 2000 Honda 
owned and operated by Jessica Barker was in an auto collision on January 20, 2004.  Barker claimed three indi-
viduals as passengers in her vehicle at the time of the accident.  The adverse driver’s carrier, Premier Insurance 
Company, determined that there were jump-in passengers after the accident and denied the claim.  Safety In-
surance Company paid $16,570 for alleged injuries sustained by Barker and her three passengers.  Investigation 
determined that Jason Barker, Jessica’s brother, was a jump-in to the vehicle after the collision occurred.   

On May 31, 2006 Ryan Vinal pleaded guilty to charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud, larceny, conspiracy to 
commit insurance fraud, false report of a crime and filing a false police report.  He was placed on supervised 
probation for 2 ½ years and ordered to pay restitution of $12,912.  Vinal will also perform community service.  
Vinal, the first arrest made in Randolph since the inception of the Randolph CIFI, reported on July 10, 2005 that 
his 2001 Ford Mustang was stolen while it was parked near the Randolph Cinemas.  Vinal was paid more than 
$12,000 for the reported loss by Premier Insurance Company.   
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On June 19, 2006, arrest warrants were issued for four Randolph men.  All were charged with motor vehicle in-
surance fraud, attempted larceny and conspiracy.  The men were either the operators or passengers in a 1994 
Honda Accord or 1990 Mercedes Benz involved in a January 19, 2004 accident.  Police responded to the scene 
and allegedly requested further investigation into the accident as described by the vehicle occupants.  All of the 
subjects allegedly sustained injuries in the accident.  An accident reconstruction determined that the damage on 
the two vehicles indicated mutual contact, however the damage patterns were in conflict with the sequence of 
events from the reported collision.  In addition, numerous inconsistencies in the statements of all subjects in-
volved led both insurers, Quincy Mutual and Safety Insurance Companies, to deny all claims reported for the 
alleged accident.   
 

Randolph task force cases are prosecuted by Norfolk County Assistant District Attorney Patrick Donovan. 
 
Springfield/Holyoke CIFI 

 

Tammy Albano was indicted on eight counts of motor vehicle insurance fraud and eight counts of larceny on 
August 24, 2006.  Albano reported to Liberty Mutual Insurance Company multiple alleged vandalism damages 
to her 2002 Chevrolet Trailblazer.  From October 2004 through November 2005, Albano reported six vandalism 
claims and one motor vehicle accident and collected more than $11,000 from the various claims.  Subsequent 
reviews of the damages determined that in some of the reports, damages were identical.  In addition, Albano 
reported a second motor vehicle accident on May 10, 2005.  Albano claimed that she was unable to work due to 
injuries sustained in the accident and collected lost wages.  Investigation revealed that the wage forms submit-
ted were allegedly false and Albano was not entitled to any lost wage payments.   
 

Complaints were issued against Jose Nieves, Nydia Alvarado and Maritza Santiago on November 8, 2006.  
Nieves was charged with two counts of motor vehicle insurance fraud and one count each attempted larceny, 
false report of a crime and garaging (motor vehicle registration misrepresentations).  Alvarado and Santiago 
were each charged with motor vehicle insurance fraud and attempted larceny.  Nieves reported to Premier In-
surance Company that on October 24, 2004, while driving on the highway, his 2000 Saturn SL was allegedly hit 
from behind by an unidentified hit-and-run vehicle.  Nieves and his passengers, Alvarado and Santiago, alleged 
injuries sustained in the accident.  A forensic analysis of the Saturn determined that the damage to the vehicle 
was not caused by contact with another vehicle but was consistent with hitting a utility pole.   
 

Springfield/Holyoke task force cases are prosecuted by the Hampden County District Attorney’s Office. 
 
For up-to-date CIFI insurance fraud court activity, check www.ifb.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 7) 

Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Court Activity and Case Updates continued 

On September 27, 2006, after a two day bench trial, William Bednarzyk, Sr. was found guilty of filing a fraudu-
lent motor vehicle insurance claim and false statements alleging theft or conversion of a motor vehicle.  He was 
fined $1,250.  On October 28, 2003 a 2002 Nissan Altima was parked when it was struck and hit by a 1993 
Honda Accord driven by Bednarzyk.  The Nissan received damage to the left rear quarter and trunk.  Bed-
narzyk fled the scene of the accident.  The driver of the Nissan followed the Honda and obtained the plate num-
ber and a look at the driver and reported this information to Springfield police.  Police tracked the vehicle by its 
plate number and located the vehicle parked in the driveway of Bednarzyk’s home.  Police had the vehicle 
towed after repeated attempts failed to get a response from anyone in the residence.  That same day, Bednarzyk 
reported his 1993 Honda stolen to police and Premier Insurance Company.   
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Workers’ Compensation Insurance Fraud Court Activity and Case Updates 

 

Update – Fall From Trailer Affected Subject’s Better Judgment 
Fall River- John Cullen admitted to sufficient facts on charges of workers’ compensation fraud and larceny on 
September 26, 2006.  He was sentenced to two years probation and ordered to perform 100 hours of community 
service.  A restitution hearing is scheduled.  Cullen was working as a mover in July 2001 when he injured his 
back after falling from a trailer onto a parked car.  The injury allegedly prevented Cullen from working and, 
from July to November 2001, he collected benefits of $613 a week from Travelers Insurance Company.  Benefits 
were reduced on November 27, 2001 to partial disability benefits at the rate of $464 a week.  In January 2002, 
Cullen took a return-to-work program offered by Travelers.  However, when he later began working full-time, 
Cullen claimed that he took home only a part-time salary.  Cullen failed to report his actual earnings to Travel-
ers thus fraudulently collecting more than $8,000.  The case was prosecuted by Assistant Attorney General Julie 
Brady of Attorney General Tom Reilly’s Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division. 
 

Update – Oil Deliveryman Claimed No Income While Allegedly Working 
Sutton- Hal Tyree pleaded guilty to workers’ compensation fraud and larceny on June 28, 2006.  He was sen-
tenced to three years probation and ordered to pay $29,387 in restitution to Lumberman Mutual Insurance Com-
pany.  Tyree claimed a work-related lower back injury in October 2001 while working as a truck driver and be-
gan collecting total temporary workers’ compensation benefits.  In October 2003, Tyree signed an Employee 
Earnings Report claiming that he had earned no income while receiving benefits. Investigation revealed that 
Tyree was employed delivering home heating oil from January 2003 through December 2003 making approxi-
mately $10,000 while claiming to be disabled and collecting benefits.  Assistant Attorney General David An-
drews prosecuted the case. 
 
For up-to-date workers’ compensation insurance fraud court activity, check www.ifb.org. 
 

Results of the Premium Fraud and Leakage Survey conducted by Premium Audit Advisory Services (PAAS) are 
in and Massachusetts received multiple first place rankings from both large and medium size companies.  Com-
panies participating in the survey ranked the states that provide the most and least favorable legal atmosphere 
related to premium fraud issues and Florida and Massachusetts are the two states that provide the most favor-
able legal atmosphere.  Massachusetts is the only state to receive no least favorable rankings from any company 
participating in the survey. 
 
For up-to-date premium evasion insurance fraud court activity, check www.ifb.org. 

Update – Hyde Park Man Submits Falsified Medical Records 
Hyde Park– A jury found Jonathan Farrow guilty of workers’ compensation fraud and larceny on October 27, 
2006.  He was sentenced to serve one year in the House of Correction to be followed by two years of probation.  
In May 2002, Farrow sustained a minor chest injury on the job while delivering furniture.  As a result of this 
injury, and based on his statements to Kemper Insurance Company, Farrow received workers' compensation 
benefits.  He then altered and submitted falsified medical records to his supervisor to support his failure to re-
turn to work.  Investigators later determined that Farrow had altered medical records by using information 
from an injury he had sustained four years earlier.  At the same time that he was receiving temporary total dis-
ability workers' compensation benefits, Farrow obtained part-time employment with the MBTA as a bus driver.  
The investigation was launched when it was discovered that the doctor who Farrow claimed he received treat-
ment in 2002 had voluntarily surrendered his medical license in 2000.  Further investigation revealed that at the 
time Farrow claimed he was treated for his chest injury, the physician was actually a resident of an assisted-
living facility and suffering from Alzheimer's disease.  Attorney General Georgia K. Critsley of the AG’s Insur-
ance and Unemployment Fraud Division prosecuted the case. 

Premium Evasion News 
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Inoperable Auto Reported Stolen 
Pembroke- Complaints were issued against John McCarthy on charges of filing a false motor vehicle insurance 
claim and larceny on September 22, 2006.  McCarthy reported his Toyota Camry stolen on March 15, 2005 to Ply-
mouth Rock Assurance Company.  Investigation revealed that McCarthy had his vehicle towed from a Toyota 
dealership fourteen days prior to the alleged theft.  At the time the vehicle was towed, it was inoperable due to 
seizure of the engine.  The vehicle was recovered on October 16, 2005.  The odometer reading was identical to 
the mileage noted when the vehicle left the dealership and the condition of the vehicle upon recovery remained 
non-operational due to engine seizure.  The case is being prosecuted by Assistant Attorney General Francesca 
Stabile. 
 

Be Careful What You Say in Court 
Fall River- Mohammed Islam was indicted on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud and larceny on June 21, 
2006.  Islam was involved in a motor vehicle accident on August 14, 2001.  Despite not claiming injuries at the 
time of the accident, Islam sought medical treatment for alleged head, back and shoulder injuries and filed a 
bodily injury claim with Arbella Mutual Insurance Company.  In December 2001, Islam was injured in a work-
related incident and filed a workers’ compensation claim.  During the course of his workers’ compensation 
claim, Islam settled his bodily injury claim and received approximately $6,200.  In November 2003, Islam was 
called to testify before the Department of Industrial Accidents regarding his work-related injury.  At that time 
Islam allegedly admitted that he filed a fraudulent motor vehicle insurance claim in connection with the August 
14, 2001 accident.  The case is being prosecuted by Norfolk County Assistant District Attorney Patrick Donovan.   
 

Update—Just Out For a Walk 
Worcester- Joseph Jaiceris pleaded guilty on May 23, 2006 to charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud, at-
tempted larceny, filing a false police report and leaving the scene of an accident with property damage.  His case 
was continued without a finding for one year.  He was ordered to pay a $1,000 fine and to perform 50 hours of 
community service.  Jaiceris reported his 1998 Ford Mustang stolen to Worcester police and MetLife Auto & 
Home on March 30, 2003.  The night before the report, the vehicle was recovered abandoned following an appar-
ent one vehicle crash.  Jaiceris claimed that he last saw the vehicle parked in his driveway on March 29, 2003 and 
notified police the next day when he discovered the vehicle missing.  Jaiceris reported that he lost a set of keys to 
the vehicle a week prior to the reported theft.  Two passengers in the vehicle reported that Jaiceris was driving 
to his residence when he lost control of the vehicle, hitting a fire hydrant and a fence.  After the crash, the three 
passengers exited the Mustang and walked away from the scene.  Assistant Attorney General Melissa Gaveg-
nano prosecuted the case. 
 

Update—Appeal Upheld 
Worcester- The appealed 2001 conviction of attorney Michael Bryant has been affirmed by the Supreme Judicial 
Court (SJC).  Bryant had been found guilty of three counts of conspiracy to commit larceny in December 2001 in 
connection with his representation of Jay Rosenfield in insurance claims resulting from three motor vehicle acci-
dents.  Bryant, who was employed at the Ellis & Ellis law firm, had been charged with conspiring to submit false 
statements to insurers regarding Rosenfield’s claims. He was sentenced to 2 ½ years in the House of Correction 
with one year to be served with the balance suspended for five years with probation.  In a unanimous decision, 
the SJC found that Bryant lacked legal standing to challenge the conviction.   
 
For up-to-date automobile insurance fraud court activity, check www.ifb.org. 

Automobile Insurance Fraud Court Activity and Case Updates 

Update- Man Submits Lost Wage Claim While Allegedly Working 
East Bridgewater- Michael Brennick pleaded guilty to one count each motor vehicle insurance fraud and lar-
ceny and two counts of common law forgery on September 18, 2006.  He was sentenced to serve one year and 
one day in state prison.  Brennick submitted fraudulent documents to Plymouth Rock Assurance Company in 
support of a PIP lost wage claim following a July 3, 2003 motor vehicle accident in which Brennick was a pas-
senger.  Brennick was paid more than $6,500 on the lost wage claim.  Investigation revealed that Brennick was 
working as a mechanic and being paid cash wages under the table while collecting.  The case was prosecuted by 
Assistant Attorney General Melissa Gavegnano. 
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Other Lines of Insurance Fraud Court Activity and Case Updates 

Property Insurance 
 

Diamonds Insured After Alleged Loss 
Quincy- On September 20, 2006 Carol Charlton was arraigned on charges of filing a false insurance claim and 
attempted larceny.  Charlton reported to Liberty Mutual Insurance Company that her insured diamond earrings 
were allegedly stolen from her residence on April 27, 2005.  Investigation revealed that the earrings were re-
ported missing on March 19, 2005, prior to Charlton purchasing insurance coverage on the earrings.  Assistant 
Attorney General Julie Brady is prosecuting the case. 
 

Update – Client Beware 
Barnstable- The case against Thomas Saliga was continued without a finding for one year on July 27, 2006.  He 
had been charged with insurance fraud, motor vehicle insurance fraud, concealing a trailer to defraud an insurer 
and filing a false police report.  Saliga was ordered to pay $3,500 restitution.  On February 11, 2006 Saliga re-
ported to police the alleged theft of his Ditch Witch trencher and trailer.  Saliga claimed that he discovered the 
equipment missing from a shed located on his Barnstable residence.  He subsequently reported the alleged theft 
of the Ditch Witch to Norfolk and Dedham Mutual Fire Insurance Company.  Investigation revealed that the 
equipment reported as stolen was stored in a garage owned by one of Saliga’s clients.  The case was prosecuted 
by the Office of the Cape and Islands District Attorney Michael D. O’Keefe. 
 

Update – Storage Facility Caper 
Peabody- A Peabody woman admitted to sufficient facts on charges of insurance fraud and false report to police.  
Her case was continued without a finding for one year on October 10, 2006.  She paid restitution of $3,362.  On 
May 10, 2006 the woman reported to Peabody police the alleged break-in of her home and theft of property, in-
cluding antiques.  Her theft claim totaled approximately $92,000.  Investigation by police and Chubb Insurance 
Company revealed that the woman leased a storage facility and that activity had been observed at the storage 
location.  Items listed as stolen were stored at the facility but were moved to a second storage location after the 
woman was questioned by investigators.  The case was prosecuted by Essex County Assistant District Attorney 
Greg Friedholm. 
 
Dental Insurance 

 
Life Insurance 
 

Westfield- Complaints were issued against Steven Brown and Lakisha Brown on October 6, 2006.  Steven 
Brown was charged with one count of larceny and two counts of forgery of records.  Lakisha was charged with 
larceny and uttering a forged record.  Before Louise Brown died she named five beneficiaries to a life insurance 
policy.  After her death, Boston Mutual Life Insurance Company received claim forms from four of the five 
beneficiaries but was unable to locate the fifth beneficiary, Shirley Brown.  Shortly after the claims were proc-

(Continued on page 12) 

Update – Lobster May Be Dangerous to Your Teeth 
Boston- Alfred Toney was found guilty on September 6, 2006 of filing a fraudulent insurance claim and attempt 
to commit a crime.  He was sentenced to one year in the House of Correction with 30 days to serve and the bal-
ance suspended for two years.  He was also ordered to perform 50 hours of community service.  Toney filed 
two claims in 2003, one week apart, with two different insurers claiming the same pre-existing injuries for dam-
age to his teeth.  In 2002, Toney had filed a claim reporting he had injured a tooth when he bit into a pecan shell 
at a Country Buffet and was paid $4,000 for his injury.  In July 2003 Toney claimed he bit into a piece of lobster 
shell at a Pizzeria Uno and filed a claim for damages to his teeth.  He was paid $2,079 for his injury.  A week 
later Toney claimed he broke a tooth as a result of eating lobster ravioli at a Bertucci’s.  This claim was denied 
after Bertucci’s learned from the insurer of Pizzeria Uno that Pizzeria Uno had paid Toney for a similar claim.  
The case was prosecuted by Assistant Attorney General Alexandra Alland. 
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essed and checks mailed to the four known beneficiaries, a claim form, allegedly signed by Shirley Brown, was 
received and processed.  A second claim form, submitted and signed by Shirley Brown, was also received.  
When compared, signatures on the two claim forms differed and the claimant’s address was different.  Investi-
gation revealed that Steven Brown allegedly completed and forged the signature of Shirley Brown, his sister, 
who he said he did not know how to contact.  He was advised to not cash the check for Shirley Brown and to 
return it to the insurance company.  Instead, the check was allegedly cashed by Lakisha Brown who allegedly 
stated to the check cashing company that she was cashing the check issued to Shirley Brown because Shirley was 
her minor daughter.  A Hampden County assistant district attorney is prosecuting the case. 
 
For up-to-date insurance fraud court activity, check www.ifb.org. 

(Continued from page 11) 
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