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SENATE No. 1118

By Mr. LoPresti, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1118) of
Michael LoPresti, Jr., Francis X. McCann, members of the House of Rep-
resentatives and others (with the approval of the mayor and city council)
for legislation to clarify the Cambridge rent control law as preventing
the eviction of elderly tenants in controlled condominium units as the re-
sult of conversion. Local Affairs.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Subsection (a) of section 9of chapter 36 of the
2 acts of 1976 is amended by striking out paragraph (8) and
3 inserting in its place the following paragraph:
4 (8) The landlord seeks to recover possession in good faith
5 for use and occupancy of himself, or his children, parents,
6 brother, sister, father-in-law, mother-in-law, son-in-law, or
7 daughter-in-law, except that no action shall be brought under
8 this paragraph to recover possession of a condominium unit
9 from a tenant who is sixty years of age or older and who oc-

10 cupied the unit continuously since before the recording of the
11 master deed.

1 Section 2. This Act shall take effect upon its passage, but
2 shall not impair any existing rights of a condominium unit
3 purchaser who recorded a unit deed or entered into a pur-
-4 chase-and-sale agreement before its effective date.

1 Section 3. The provisions of this Act are severable. If a
2 court declares invalid any such provision, or its application to
3 any person or circumstance, the invalidity of any other pro-
-4 vision or application.

An Act to clarify the Cambridge rent control law as pre-

venting THE EVICTION OF ELDERLY TENANTS IN CONTROLLED
CONDOMINIUM UNITS AS THE RESULT OF CONVERSION.
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8.Councilor Graham
In City Council November 19, 1979

Whereas: Chapter 36 of the Acts of 1976 declared the existence
of a housing emergency in the City of Cambridge because of a
substantial and increasing shortage of decent rental housing ac-
commodations especially for families of low and moderate income
and for elderly people on fixed incomes, and accordingly continued
the rent and eviction control program; and

Whereas: That Act also declared the public policy of this City
that conversion of rental housing units to condominium units was
not a valid reason for evicting tenants; and

Whereas: That policy is being avoided by the sale of individual
condominium units to landlords who under present Rent Control
Board policy are then often able to occupy the units themselves,
thus causing great hardship for the tenants evicted or displaced
and further aggravating the shortage of decent rental housing ac-
commodations which it is the policy of this City to alleviate; and

Whereas: The housing emergency declared in 1976 continues
and has worsened because of evictions resulting from condomin-
ium conversions; and

Whereas: The eviction of elderly tenants, those 60 years old and
older, imposes particularly harsh burdens on them because of their
generally long stay in the community, hardship in relocating to
another residence, and usual inability to afford the purchase price
of a condominium unit, so that it is particularly important to
clarify the policy of this City with respect to them; now, thei’e-
fore be it

Ordered: That the Cambridge City Council hereby petitions the
General Court under Section 8(1) of Article 2, as amended by
Article 89, of the Amendments to the Constitution, to enact with-
out any amendment whatsoever in form or substance, the attached
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special law entitled “An Act to clarify the Cambridge rent
CONTROL LAW AS PREVENTING THE EVICTION OF ELDERLY TENANTS

IN CONTROLLED CONDOMINIUM UNITS AS THE RESULT OF CONVER-
SION.”

Adopted by a yea and nay vote: Yeas 6; Nays 1; Absent 2.
Paul E. Healy

City Clerk
A true copy,
Attest:

Paul E. Healy
City Clerk

December 3, 1979In City Council




