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Workers’ Compensation Premium Evasion Fraud 
Concord Horse Farm and Owner Indicted for Alleged Insurance Fraud Scheme 
Concord– On January 3, 2008 in Middlesex Superior Court Christopher Mersereau and his corporation, Stoney-
meade Farm LLC, were each indicted on two counts of workers’ compensation insurance fraud and one count 
of larceny for allegedly providing inaccurate information and withholding information from St. Paul/Travelers 
Insurance Company to avoid payment of workers’ compensation insurance premiums.  An investigation re-
vealed that in November 2003 an employee of the horse farm sustained injuries when a large bale of hay fell on 
his head and shoulders.  The injured employee filed a workers’ compensation claim with the company’s insur-
ance carrier.  While processing the claim St. Paul/Travelers learned that the injured employee was paid wages 
partly by check but mostly in cash by Mersereau.  Investigators also discovered that other farm employees were 
paid by check and in cash, but that Mersereau never disclosed the cash portion of the farm’s payroll to the in-
surer.  As a result of the fraudulent payroll scheme, Mersereau defrauded St. Paul/Travelers of nearly $10,000 
in workers’ compensation insurance premiums that it was legitimately owed from November 2002 through No-
vember 2004.  St. Paul/Travelers also had to pay workers’ compensation benefits to the injured employee based 
on the total wages he received in checks and cash.  In a wage statement filed with St. Paul/Travelers in Decem-
ber 2003, Mersereau allegedly failed to report the wage payments made to the injured employee in cash.  Later, 
at an audit conducted by the insurer in December 2004, Mersereau allegedly claimed that his farm employees 
were not paid in cash, but by check, during the policy periods.  Mersereau never disclosed the cash portion of 
the farm’s payroll to an insurance auditor.   Subsequently, Mersereau amended the farm’s state and federal tax 
filings to include cash wage payments made by the farm to its employees.  However, Mersereau never amended 
the representations he made to the insurance auditor and never corrected the payroll information that he dis-
closed at the audit or in the wage statement he submitted to St. Paul/Travelers.  The case is being prosecuted by 
Assistant Attorney General Kajal Chattopadhyay of Attorney General Martha Coakley’s Insurance and Unem-
ployment Fraud Division. 
 

Case Update – Hyannis Construction Company Allegedly Avoided $100,000 in W/C Insurance Payments 
Hyannis - S.V. Raleigh Corporation and its president and owner Stephen V. Raleigh pleaded guilty to insur-
ance fraud related charges on November 30, 2007 in Barnstable Superior Court.  S.V. Raleigh Corporation and 
Stephen Raleigh pleaded guilty to workers’ compensation fraud, larceny and conspiracy to commit insurance 
fraud and larceny.  The corporation also pleaded guilty to unemployment fraud and failure to provide workers’ 
compensation insurance.  Sentencing and a restitution hearing are scheduled for February 28, 2008.  From 2000 
through 2002, S.V. Raleigh Corporation misrepresented the nature of its business and grossly underreported its 
payroll to insurance auditors.  These misrepresentations defrauded AIM Mutual Insurance Company and the 
Workers’ Compensation Rating and Inspection Bureau of more than $100,000 in workers’ compensation insur-
ance premiums.  Raleigh assisted in making numerous misstatements to insurance auditors and an insurance 
agent over several policy periods and failed to disclose the true nature of the company’s business and withheld 

accurate payroll information from the auditors.  The 
company also failed to provide workers’ compensation 
insurance coverage for its employees from July 1998 un-
til May 2000.  In addition, the corporation seriously un-
derreported the company’s payroll to the Division of 
Unemployment Assistance, thereby defrauding DUA of 
unemployment contributions it was legitimately owed 
by the company.  The case is being prosecuted by Assis-
tant Attorney General Kajal Chattopadhyay of the AG’s 
Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division.  
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W/C Premium Evasion Fraud continued 

Case Update – Five Charged in $30 Million Under-the-Table  
Payroll Fraud 
East Bridgewater– On November 28, 2007 Charles Wallace was sentenced 
to five years in federal prison for his role in assisting a massive tax and in-
surance fraud scheme conducted by Daily A. King Labor, Inc., Pro Temp 
Company and Precission (sic) Temp Corp.  The agencies paid employees 
over $39 million in cash under-the-table in order to evade millions of dol-
lars in payroll taxes and workers’ compensation premiums.  In March 2005, 
Wallace pleaded guilty to charges that he conspired with others to evade 
taxes and to commit mail fraud by deceiving workers’ compensation insur-
ers regarding the size and payroll of their businesses.  From 1993 to June 
2001, Wallace served as an accountant for, and helped to operate, the tem-
porary employment agencies.  To avoid employment taxes and to fraudu-
lently reduce the businesses’ insurance premiums for workers’ compensa-
tion insurance, Wallace and other defendants arranged to pay a large share 
of the businesses’ payroll in cash.  In excess of $39 million in unreported 
cash was paid out to employees as a result of the scheme.  Two other defen-
dants are scheduled for trial in January 2008.  A third defendant previously 
pleaded guilty and was sentenced to 2 years probation. Another defendant 
pleaded guilty and is awaiting sentencing.  The case was investigated by 
the U.S. Internal Revenue Service, Criminal Investigation – Boston Field 
Office and the Federal Bureau of Investigation, New England Field Division 
with assistance from the IFB.  It is being prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attor-
neys Paul G. Levenson, Jonathan Mitchell and Sarah Walters of United 
States Attorney Michael Sullivan’s Economic Crimes Unit. 
 

Revere Man Indicted for Workers’ Compensation Premium Evasion  
Revere – On November 14, 2007 Robert Sasso, owner of R. Sasso & Sons 
Construction Co., was indicted in Suffolk Superior Court on three counts of 
workers’ compensation fraud, 32 counts of unemployment fraud and two 
counts of larceny.  Sasso allegedly failed to disclose the amount of his full 
payroll and the true number of employees at his Revere construction com-
pany during audits conducted by St. Paul/Travelers between 2003 and 
2006.  Investigation commenced when the Department of Industrial Acci-
dents notified St. Paul/Travelers that one of Sasso’s employees had sus-
tained a work-related injury.  St. Paul/Travelers’ records show that Sasso 
had not disclosed to the insurer that the injured man was an employee.  An 
audit conducted in December 2005 revealed that Sasso allegedly paid this 
uninsured employee’s salary in cash.  Further investigation revealed that 
Sasso allegedly failed to disclose other employees on his payroll.  Investiga-
tion also revealed that Sasso collected unemployment benefits while em-
ployed on a part-time basis by the City of Revere.  Sasso applied for and 
began receiving unemployment benefits in January 2002 and continued to 
receive checks at various times through April 2007.  Each week that he col-
lected unemployment benefits, Sasso allegedly notified the Division of Un-
employment Assistance that he was able and available to work and that he 
had not worked.  During this same five year time period Sasso’s work per-
mits indicated that for 32 weeks while collecting unemployment benefits he 
allegedly worked for the City of Revere plowing snow during the winter 
months.  In total, Sasso allegedly collected $17,928 in unemployment bene-
fits between 2002 and 2007.  Assisting in the investigation is the Benefits 
Integrity Unit of the Division of Unemployment Assistance.  This case is 
being prosecuted by Assistant Attorney General Georgia Critsley of the 
AG’s Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division. 
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Case Update – Former Insurance Agent Defrauds Clients Totaling $50,000 
Lexington - Eddy Ekanem pleaded guilty to one count of embezzlement by a broker and four counts of larceny 
on January 22, 2008 in Middlesex Superior Court.  He was sentenced to 2 ½ years in the House of Correction 
with six months to serve, the balance suspended, and ordered to pay $49,548 restitution within 90 days.  If Eka-
nem pays the full restitution within the 90 days, the committed portion of the sentence will be suspended and he 
will be required to pay a $90 victim witness fee for each victim and stay away from and not have contact with 
any of the victims.  Ekanem was employed with Boston Mutual Life Insurance Company as an agent selling life 
insurance policies from October 1989 through March 2001.  Between January 1999 and October 2001, Ekanem 
collected premium payments from five Boston Mutual life insurance policyholders, three of which were senior 
citizens, but failed to provide the premium payments to Boston Mutual.  Additionally, Ekanem collected money 
from four customers for the purchase of annuities from Boston Mutual.  Boston Mutual does not sell annuities 
and Ekanem did not purchase annuities for the four customers.  In total, Ekanem fraudulently collected $49,548 
from clients which he then used for his own personal benefit.  His insurance agent license has been revoked by 
the Division of Insurance.  Assistant Attorney General Georgia Critsley of the AG’s Insurance and Unemploy-
ment Fraud Division prosecuted the case. 
 

Case Update - Milford Man Steals More Than $400,000 
Milford - Michael J. Minnehan pleaded guilty to three counts of larceny, three counts of larceny from a victim 
over 60, four counts of impersonation of an insurance agent, one count of forgery and one count of uttering on 
January 9, 2008 in Worcester Superior Court.  Minnehan was sentenced to serve 5-7 years in state prison and 15 
years probation.  He was also ordered to pay $466,000 restitution.  Minnehan immediately began serving his 
sentence.  Minnehan, a former insurance agent, voluntarily surrendered his agent’s license to sell insurance for 
questionable practices with clients, in particular the elderly, to the Division of Insurance in May 2000.  He con-
tinued to sell insurance after the surrender of his license.  Milford police contacted the IFB and a joint investiga-
tion revealed that Minnehan had taken substantial amounts of monies from numerous clients and deposited 
these monies into a variety of personal accounts.  Assistant District Attorney John O’Leary, from the Office of 
Worcester County  District Attorney Joseph Early Jr., prosecuted the case. 

Agent Fraud 

Provider Fraud 
Walpole Lawyer, his Business  and Business Associate Arraigned on 282 Counts of Insurance Fraud Charges 
Walpole– On November 16, 2007 Bruce Namenson, his law firm Namenson & Associates, and Gerald Schena 
were indicted in Suffolk Superior Court on 22 counts of motor vehicle insurance fraud, 22 counts of conspiracy 
to commit motor vehicle insurance fraud, 20 counts of larceny, 14 counts of forgery, 14 counts of uttering  and 
two counts of attempted larceny.  Janet Dejesus, a former employee of Namenson, is charged with one count 
each motor vehicle insurance fraud, conspiracy to commit motor vehicle insurance fraud, attempted larceny, 
and perjury.  Namenson allegedly recruited a local chiropractor to work at Advanced Chiropractic of Boston, 
which was managed by Schena.  Namenson, an attorney with a personal injury practice, represented clients who 
had been injured in car accidents.  These clients were treated for their injuries at Advanced Chiropractic.  During 
this period, and without the chiropractor’s knowledge, Schena allegedly altered treatment notes and forged the 
chiropractor’s signature, making it appear as though patients were treated more times than they actually were.  
In addition, Schena made it appear that Namenson’s clients who never received treatment at Advanced Chiro-
practic were treated there.  Schena and Namenson allegedly submitted the altered notes and inflated bills to in-
surance companies, which paid Advanced Chiropractic.  Namenson allegedly used these notes and bills to make 
it appear that his clients had reached the personal injury protection or tort threshold, made personal injury 
claims against insurance companies, and collected personal injury settlements.  Furthermore, Advanced Chiro-
practic billed OneBeacon Insurance Company for treatment allegedly provided to Dejesus.  Namenson made a 
bodily injury claim to the insurer on Dejesus’ behalf.  Upon further investigation it was revealed that Dejesus 
was never treated at Advanced Chiropractic, and that treatment notes submitted to the insurance company were 
false.  Dejesus and Namenson still claimed to OneBeacon that she had been treated at Advanced Chiropractic.  
During her testimony before the grand jury, Dejesus allegedly lied, claiming that she was treated at Advanced 
Chiropractic.  The case is being prosecuted by Assistant Attorney General Brendan O’Shea of Attorney General 
Martha Coakley’s Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division. 
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Automobile Fraud 

North Reading Man Indicted for Insurance Fraud 
North Reading – On November 8, 2007 Joel Salvatore was indicted on one count of insurance fraud in Salem 
Superior Court.  Salvatore claimed to Safety Insurance Company that his vehicle was damaged while parked 
outside a restaurant.  Investigation revealed that Salvatore was allegedly involved in a hit-and-run accident on 
November 2, 2006 when, while driving his 2005 Cadillac Escalade, he struck a North Reading electrical trans-
former and then fled the scene.  Property damage to the transformer was approximately $30,000.  The case is 
being prosecuted by Essex County Assistant District Attorney James P. Gubitose. 
 

Quincy Women Charged with Alleged Jump-In Ruse 
Quincy- Complaints were issued against two Quincy women on January 18, 2008 in Quincy District Court.  Each 
was charged with one count of motor vehicle insurance fraud, attempt to commit a crime and conspiracy.  On 
October 20, 2003, one of the women, while driving her 1994 Ford Aerostar Van, was involved in a motor vehicle 
accident in which another vehicle collided with the right side of her vehicle.  Police were called to the scene and 
the accident report notes one male passenger in her vehicle at the time of the accident and that neither the 
woman nor her passenger had sustained injuries in the accident.  The Quincy woman subsequently completed a 
motor vehicle accident report and made a claim with Liberty Mutual and Safety Insurance Companies allegedly 
indicating there were three passengers in the vehicle at the time of the accident and that all three were injured 
and treated for their injuries.  Investigation revealed that the Quincy woman allegedly listed her mother as a 
jump-in passenger so the mother could receive treatment for a pre-existing medical condition.  This case is being 
prosecuted by the Office of Norfolk County District Attorney William Keating. 
 

Lynn Couple Allegedly Scam Insurance Companies  
Lynn - A Lynn man was indicted on October 11, 2007 on nine counts of identity theft, six counts of motor vehicle 
insurance fraud, four counts of forged certificate of title, two counts of larceny and one count of forged opera-
tor’s license in Suffolk Superior Court.  His wife was indicted on two counts of motor vehicle insurance fraud.  
The pair allegedly participated in a variety of schemes to allegedly file falsified property and casualty insurance 
claims by repeatedly providing false information to insurers and intentionally misrepresenting material facts 
during the claims process with the intent to deceive and defraud the insurance carriers.  Carriers affected in this 
scheme include MetLife Auto & Home, Premier and Fireman’s Fund Insurance Companies.  Assistant Attorney 
General William Freeman is prosecuting the case. 
 
Alleged Hit-and-Run Reported by Whatley Woman  
Whatley- Complaints were issued on October 30, 2007 in Northampton District Court against a Whatley woman 
on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud and attempt to commit a crime.  The woman reported to Plymouth 
Rock Insurance Company that her 2006 Honda Civic was allegedly hit by another vehicle while parked and un-
occupied in a Wal-Mart parking lot on April 5, 2007.  The alleged hit-and-run was not reported to police.  A fo-
rensic analysis of the damages to the vehicle determined that the Honda was in motion when the damages oc-
curred and was not hit by another vehicle.  Hampden County Assistant District Attorney Neil Desroches is 
prosecuting the case. 
 

Quincy Man Needs to Keep His Story Straight 
Quincy—A Quincy man was charged with one count each of motor vehicle insurance fraud, attempted larceny 
and perjury in January 2008.  The Quincy man reported to Liberty Mutual Insurance Company that while in his 
1997 Honda Accord he was rear ended by another vehicle.  The man allegedly gave conflicting statements as to 
how the collision occurred; in one statement he reported that he was in traffic when the rear end occurred and in 
another statement he reported that he was stopped at a drive-through.  However, a police report listed the 
Honda, with the Quincy man as the operator, as backing out of a parking spot when the Honda struck another 
vehicle.  This case is being prosecuted by the Norfolk County District Attorney’s office. 
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Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Highlights 

Property Fraud 

Case Update – Falsified Dry Cleaning Receipt Used to Bill Insurer 
Framingham – The cases against Richard and Susan Strauss were continued without a finding for six months 
on January 9, 2008.  Richard Strauss had been charged with one count each insurance fraud, attempted larceny 
and conspiracy.  Susan Strauss had been charged with one count of conspiracy.  On October 9, 2003, the Strauss’ 
Florida condominium sustained water damage as a result of a burst water pipe.  As part of this claim, Richard 
Strauss submitted dry cleaning receipts from a Framingham dry cleaner as proof of damages of clothing worth 
$2,945 stored in the Florida condo.  Investigation revealed that the clothing was never brought to the cleaners, 
however the Strausses asked for and received blank receipts from the cleaners.  The receipts submitted to Chubb 
Life Insurance Company as proof of loss were falsified by the Strausses.  Assistant Attorney General Joshua Pak-
stis of the AG’s Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division prosecuted the case in Framingham District 
Court.   
 

Revere Woman Just Horsing Around 
Sandwich - Complaints were issued against a Revere woman in Barnstable District Court on December 6, 2007 
on charges of insurance fraud and larceny.  The woman reported a homeowner claim on a fire that allegedly 
destroyed saddles valued at more than $8,000.  The homeowner policy was in the name of a man the woman 
helped with home care.  She allegedly identified herself as the man’s daughter when she reported the claim to 
Quincy Mutual Insurance Company.  Assistant Attorney General Stephen Adams of the AG’s Insurance and 
Unemployment Fraud Division is prosecuting the case. 

Boston CIFI 
 

The case against a Dorchester woman has been continued without a finding for six months on January 16, 2008.    
She had been charged with insurance fraud, attempt to commit a crime and false report to police.  The woman 
reported to police and Premier Insurance Company that on July 11, 2004 she was struck by a vehicle which then 
fled the scene.  She sought medical treatment for alleged injuries sustained in the accident but later confessed to 
fabricating the claim.   
 

On January 15, 2008 a complaint was issued against a Hyde Park man on a charge of insurance fraud.  The man 
reported to Liberty Mutual Insurance Company that while driving his 1995 Ford Contour on June 16, 2004 an 
unknown vehicle allegedly struck his vehicle in the left rear which caused him to lose control and strike a wall 
on the right side.  The man claimed he allegedly sustained injuries due to the accident.  A physical damage 
analysis concluded that the damage to the left rear of his vehicle was caused by backing into a tree and not by 
another vehicle.  Furthermore, the damage to the right side of the vehicle was not caused by striking a wall.   
 

The case against an East Boston man was continued without a finding for six months on December 20, 2007.  He 
was ordered to pay $500 in court costs.  The man reported to police and MetLife Auto & Home that his 1995 
Mazda Millennium, while parked in front of his residence, was damaged in a hit-and-run accident on April 29, 
2004.  A forensic analysis determined that the vehicle had multiple and separate impacts that were accompanied 
by semi-circular impressions consistent with a sledgehammer.   
 

The case against a Dorchester man was continued without a finding for one year on November 1, 2007.  He was 
ordered to perform 100 hours of community service and to pay a victim witness fee.  The man had been charged 

(Continued on page 6) 

Commercial Lines Insurance Fraud 

In the November 2007 issue of focusFraud it was reported that glass-eater Ronald Evano pleaded guilty to 
fraudulently submitting insurance claims that he ingested glass found in food he had eaten at restaurants and 
grocery stores.  Evano was sentenced to 63 months imprisonment.  For his outrageous scam, Evano has been 
noted as one of the Top Swindlers of 2007 according to the Coalition Against Insurance Fraud.  Check out the 
Coalition’s Insurance Fraud Hall of Shame at http://www.insurancefraud.org/hall_of_shame.htm.   
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with motor vehicle insurance fraud and false report of a crime.  On July 4, 2004 he reported the alleged vandal-
ism of his 2001 BMW 325 CI to Arbella Mutual Insurance Company.  The man reported that a DVD stereo with 
TV monitor, tires and rims were stolen from the vehicle.  Investigation revealed that the man reported the same 
vandalism/theft in October 2002 and that he altered the receipts from the 2002 claim to support his 2004 claim.   
 

The case against a Boston woman was continued without a finding on November 16, 2007.  She was sentenced to 
18 months supervised probation.  On January 10, 2006, the woman was involved in a motor vehicle accident 
with a waste management truck. The driver, his passenger and a third witness stated that the woman was the 
sole occupant of her vehicle.  However, the woman reported to Liberty Mutual Insurance Company she and an-
other subject were allegedly in the vehicle at the time of the accident.  The other subject claimed and treated for 
alleged injuries sustained in the accident.  Charges are still pending against the second subject. 
 

Complaints were issued in Roxbury District Court on November 6, 2007 against a Dorchester woman on charges 
of insurance fraud, larceny and attempt to commit a crime.  The woman reported to Plymouth Rock Insurance 
Company that her 1996 Plymouth Grand Voyager was allegedly hit while parked on April 3, 2007.  A forensic 
analysis of the vehicle determined that the Grand Voyager was not struck by another vehicle but came into con-
tact with a stationary object of about 42 inches in height and of a rough surface.   
 

The case against a Dorchester man was continued without a finding for one year on December 11, 2007.  The 
man was involved in a staged motor vehicle accident on September 8, 2004 with a Nissan Maxima while operat-
ing his 1997 Acura 3.5 RL.  He reported to Hanover Insurance Company that both vehicles allegedly sustained 
heavy damages from the accident and were towed to the same auto body shop.  No police or ambulances were 
called to the scene and there were no witnesses to the accident.  Airbags in both vehicles allegedly deployed as a 
result of the accident.  An accident reconstruction determined that the damages to the vehicles, including the 
deployment of the airbags, could not have occurred in an accident as reported by the subjects.   
 

The Boston task force is assisted by Boston Police Det. Steven Blair and Community Insurance Fraud Initiative (CIFI) 
cases are prosecuted by Suffolk County assistant district attorneys and assistant attorneys general from the AG’s Insurance 
and Unemployment Fraud Division. 
 
Brockton CIFI 
 

Complaints were issued against two Brockton men on December 26, 2007.  One man was charged with motor 
vehicle insurance fraud, attempt to commit a crime and conspiracy and the second man charged with motor 
vehicle insurance fraud and conspiracy.  One of the men reported to Safety Insurance Company that his 2006 
Toyota Scion was allegedly struck while parked in front of his home on August 22, 2007.  The man stated that 
his neighbor, the second subject, alerted him that his vehicle had been side-swiped by another vehicle.  A vehi-
cle analysis of the Toyota determined that the damages to the vehicle were not consistent with contact with an-
other vehicle but were consistent with contact with a fixed object.  Both men allegedly falsified their statements 
regarding the hit-and-run accident.   
 

On November 30, 2007 complaints were issued against a Brockton woman on charges of motor vehicle insurance 
fraud, attempt to commit a crime and perjury.  On June 19, 2004, the Brockton fire department was alerted to an 
automobile fire of a 1994 Nissan Sentra.  On that same day, the woman reported to police and Commerce Insur-
ance Company the alleged theft of her 1994 Nissan Sentra.  An expert examination of the vehicle determined 
that the security features were in tact at the time of the fire and the correct key was required to drive the vehicle.  
The woman stated that she was in possession of all keys to the vehicle.    
 

Complaints were issued against three Brockton individuals on insurance fraud-related charges on November 30, 
2007.  On August 25, 2007, one subject reported to Commerce Insurance Company that while allegedly driving 
on an unknown street he was driving too fast around a corner, lost control of his 1999 Mitsubishi Eclipse and hit 
a tree head on. On August 24, 2007 Brockton police responded to a motor vehicle accident in which two of the 
subjects reported that they had sustained injuries when one, which driving his 1999 Mitsubishi Eclipse, swerved 
to avoid hitting a deer and hit a telephone pole.  A witness at the scene reported to police that he observed both 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 

Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Highlights continued 



       7                                                                                  focusFraud                                                           January 2008 

      
 

subjects walking prior to the vehicle striking the telephone pole and that a third male subject was driving the 
Mitsubishi.  After the collision, this male exited the vehicle and fled the scene of the accident.  The two walkers 
then allegedly reported they were the occupants of the vehicle. 
 

Complaints were issued against Olga Rich on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud and larceny on October 
19, 2007.  A Brockton man was operating his 1998 Toyota when he collided with a 1995 Buick LeSabre on Febru-
ary 14, 2007.  The Brockton man and his passenger were injured and treated for injuries sustained in the acci-
dent.  Commerce Insurance Company received physical therapy bills from two different physical therapy facili-
ties with overlapping treatment dates and payments.  Investigation revealed that the passenger did treat at a 
physical therapy facility but had initially visited South Coastal Physical Therapy and filled out paperwork but 
allegedly never treated at that facility.  Olga Rich, owner of South Coastal, allegedly falsely billed Commerce for 
physical therapy for the passenger which was never performed.   
 

On December 17, 2007 the cases against a Brockton man and woman were continued without a finding for one 
year.  The woman reported the theft of her 1999 Cadillac Catera to Brockton police and Amica Insurance Com-
pany.  The vehicle was recovered burned and with some parts missing.  The Cadillac was equipped with a trans-
ponder key and all keys to the vehicle were accounted for.  This case was referred through the Brockton Police 
Reporting Initiative program.   
 

The Brockton task force is assisted by Brockton Police Det. John Lonergan and CIFI cases are prosecuted by the Office of 
Plymouth County District Attorney Timothy Cruz. 
 
Chelsea CIFI 
 

Complaints were issued against a Malden woman on December 28, 2007.  She was charged with motor vehicle 
insurance fraud, making a false report to police and making false statements alleging theft.  The woman re-
ported to Safety Insurance Company that her 1999 Mitsubishi Montero was allegedly stolen from a friend’s 
Chelsea home on November 4, 2006.  The woman allegedly stated that she had activated the alarm and had the 
only key to the vehicle.  The Montero was subsequently recovered.  A damage analysis report determined the 
steering column and ignition were not defeated and that the proper key was required to operate the vehicle.  
Additionally, there was no sign of forced entry to the vehicle.   
 

The Chelsea task force is assisted by Chelsea Police Officer Ed Noftle and CIFI cases are prosecuted by Suffolk County As-
sistant District Attorney Ellen Bisson. 
 
Lawrence CIFI 
 

On December 27, 2007, complaints were issued against Leo Lopez, Elsa Moure, Kimberly Shepard, Rudy 
Vasquez and Joel Rosario for their alleged involvement in a staged motor vehicle accident on January 16, 2002.  
Lopez and Moure were charged with motor vehicle insurance fraud, larceny, conspiracy and reckless endanger-
ment of a child.  Shepard, Vasquez and Rosario were charged with motor vehicle insurance fraud, larceny and 
conspiracy.  Lopez allegedly organized the staged accident between a 1992 Lexus LS and a 1995 Honda Civic 
Coupe.  Lopez and Moure were also charged with child endangerment for allegedly placing their six-year-old 
son as a passenger in one of the vehicles involved in the staged collision.   
 

The case against a Lawrence woman was continued without a finding for two years on November 5, 2007.  She 
was ordered to pay restitution and a victim witness fee.  The woman reported to police and Amica Mutual In-
surance Company the alleged theft of her 1992 Honda Accord from her home on November 12, 2003.  The vehi-
cle was towed as an abandoned vehicle the day before the report of theft and had been parked at that location 
for approximately two weeks prior to the tow.   
 

A Haverhill woman was charged on November 21, 2007 with two counts of motor vehicle insurance fraud, two 
counts of attempted larceny and one count of false statements alleging theft.  The woman reported the alleged 
theft of her 1998 Chevy Malibu from her sister’s Lawrence home to police and Commerce Insurance Company 

(Continued from page 6) 

(Continued on page 8) 
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on August 8, 2003.  A forensics analysis of the vehicle determined that the Chevy was equipped with a Passlock 
ignition lock and that the properly coded ignition key was required to drive the vehicle.  The woman stated that 
she had two keys to the vehicle; one in her possession and the other somewhere in her home.  Investigation re-
vealed that the Chevy was having mechanical problems prior to the report of alleged theft.   
 

A Lawrence man pleaded guilty to motor vehicle insurance fraud, attempted larceny and conspiracy to commit 
insurance fraud on October 10, 2007.  He was sentenced to six months in the House of Correction, suspended for 
one year, and ordered to pay restitution.  The cases against two others were continued without a finding for one 
year.  The three were involved in a staged May 26, 2003 motor vehicle accident between a 1999 Mitsubishi 
Daimante and a 1994 Toyota Corolla.  An accident reconstructionist concluded that the damage to the two vehi-
cles could not have been caused by contact with each other but caused by a cylindrical object.   
 

On October 3, 2007 a Lawrence man pleaded guilty to motor vehicle insurance fraud, attempted larceny and 
conspiracy to commit insurance fraud.  He was sentenced to serve one year in the House of Correction.  The 
man was involved in an October 1, 2002 staged motor vehicle accident in which a 1995 Ford Explorer allegedly 
rear ended a 1986 Jaguar.  There were numerous inconsistencies in the accounts of the accident and events be-
fore the accident by multiple subjects involved.  Furthermore, an accident reconstruction determined that the 
damage to the rear of the Jaguar was caused by a cylindrical object and not by the front of the Ford Explorer.    
 
The Lawrence task force is assisted by Lawrence Police Det. Sgt. Michael Simard and Det. Ryan Guthrie and CIFI cases 
are prosecuted by Essex County Assistant District Attorneys James Gubitose, Greg Friedholm and Maura Officer. 
 
Lowell CIFI 
 

On January 8, 2008 a Lowell woman was arraigned on charges of leaving the scene of a motor vehicle accident, 
false report of a motor vehicle theft, insurance fraud and false report of a crime.  The woman reported the al-
leged theft of her 2002 Acura RSX on January 13, 2007 to National Grange Mutual Insurance Company.  The 
woman allegedly confessed that the vehicle had not been stolen as reported but that she had been the operator 
of the Acura when she lost control due to excessive speed and struck an unknown vehicle.  She then left the 
scene of the accident and later allegedly abandoned the vehicle.   
 

The Lowell task force is assisted by Lowell Police Det. James Latham and CIFI cases are prosecuted by Middlesex County 
Assistant District Attorney Elisha Willis. 
 
Lynn CIFI 
 

A Leominster woman pleaded guilty on November 19, 2007 to charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud, larceny 
and false report of a crime.  She was placed on probation for one year and ordered to pay $500 restitution.  The 
woman reported to Amica Mutual Insurance Company that while she was visiting her daughter in Lynn on Au-
gust 19, 2005 her 1996 Nissan Altima was stolen.  A forensic analysis determined that the vehicle’s ignition was 
not defeated.  The woman accounted for all keys at the time of the alleged theft.   
 

Complaints were issued against a Lynn woman on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud and attempted lar-
ceny.  On October 12, 2006, the woman reported to police and Premier Insurance Company the alleged theft of 
her 1999 Lincoln Navigator.  The woman reported that the doors were locked, the alarm set and that she was in 
possession of the only set of keys to the Lincoln.  The vehicle was subsequently recovered in Maine after police 
received an anonymous telephone tip.  A forensic analysis of the recovered vehicle determined that there were 
no signs of forced entry to the vehicle and that the vehicle’s ignition assembly could only have been operated 
with the proper key.  
 

The Lynn task force is assisted by Lynn Police Officer Robert LeBlanc and CIFI cases are prosecuted by Essex County As-
sistant District Attorney Dana Robinson. 
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New Bedford/Fall River CIFI 
 

The case against a Fall River man was continued without a finding for six months on November 13, 2007.  The 
man reported that his 1995 Nissan 240 SX was damaged by a hit-and-run vehicle while parked outside his home 
on September 1, 2006.  The man claimed right front damage to his vehicle.  Investigation revealed that the man 
was involved in an August 31, 2006 accident in which he rear-ended another vehicle.  The occupant of the other 
vehicle claimed back and neck injuries as a result of this accident.  The man submitted the false hit-and-run 
claim to MetLife Auto & Home in an attempt to conceal the real accident in which he was the at-fault driver.   
 

Complaints were issued against a New Bedford woman on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud and con-
spiracy on October 10, 2007.  The woman’s boyfriend reported to MetLife Auto & Home that, due to inclement 
weather, he parked his 1994 Dodge Grand Caravan on a New Bedford street.  When he went to retrieve the vehi-
cle on December 27, 2004 he discovered that the vehicle had allegedly been struck by a hit-and-run vehicle and 
that the driver’s front side had sustained damages.  The vehicle was moved to and appraised at his girlfriend’s 
home and was deemed a total loss.  Investigation revealed that the boyfriend never reported the alleged hit-and-
run accident to police; however there was a police log entry for December 26, 2004 involving the Dodge Caravan 
when the girlfriend, while driving the vehicle, allegedly hit two parked cars.  Police suggested the woman go to 
the station to file a report but this was never done.  The pair deny that she was driving the Dodge and involved 
in an accident.   
 

The New Bedford/Fall River task force is assisted by New Bedford Police Det. Bill Westgate and Fall River Police Det. An-
drew Desrosiers and CIFI cases are prosecuted by the Office of Bristol County District Attorney C. Samuel Sutter.  
 
Randolph CIFI 
 

The case against a Randolph man was continued without a finding for 18 months on December 17, 2007.  An-
other subject was operating the man’s 1994 Honda Accord on January 19, 2004 when he allegedly struck a 1990 
Mercedes Benz owned and operated by a third subject.  The operators of the two vehicles and their respective 
passengers all allegedly sustained injuries in the accident.  An accident reconstruction determined that the dam-
age on the two vehicles indicated mutual contact, however the damage patterns were in conflict with the se-
quence of events from the reported collision.  In addition, numerous inconsistencies in the statements of all sub-
jects involved led both Safety and Quincy Mutual Insurance Companies to deny all claims reported for the al-
leged accident.   
 

The Randolph task force is assisted by Randolph Police Det. Sgt. David Avery and Det. Melissa McCormack and CIFI 
cases are prosecuted by Norfolk County Assistant District Attorney Joshua Katz. 
 
Springfield/Holyoke CIFI 
 

On January 24, 2008 complaints were issued against Maria Rodriguez-Alvelo on two counts of motor vehicle 
insurance fraud and one count each attempt to commit a crime, conspiracy and false report of a crime.  Rodri-
guez-Alvelo reported that her green 1999 Ford Mustang was allegedly hit on January 27, 2007 by an unidentified 
vehicle which then fled the scene.  Police responded to the accident scene and Rodriguez-Alvelo was trans-
ported by ambulance to the hospital.  Also on January 27, 2007, a Holyoke woman reported to police and Travel-
ers Insurance Company that her 2006 Chevrolet Cobalt had been struck by a green Ford Mustang the night be-
fore when the Mustang ran a stop sign.  After this collision, two men exited the Mustang and exchanged infor-
mation with the Holyoke woman.  The men allegedly requested no police be called to the scene.  A forensic ex-
amination of the Ford Mustang and Chevrolet Cobalt concluded the two vehicles had reciprocal damage and the 
accident scenario as reported by Maria Rodriguez-Alvelo could not have happened as she reported. 
 

Anthony Trabal, a Springfield police officer, was arraigned in Hampden Superior Court on one count of motor 
vehicle insurance fraud and two counts of attempted larceny on January 18, 2008.  On June 7, 2004, Trabal was in 
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a car accident while off-duty and was injured.  He was treated for his injuries at a local area rehabilitation center.  
Medical records from the treatment center show that Trabal received treatment for his injuries on September 30, 
2004, and then again on March 15, 2005.  While injured, Trabal did not report to work for the Springfield Police 
Department during the period of June 2004 through March 20, 2005. Trabal was paid for his earned vacation and 
sick leave from June 2004 until October 1, 2004, after which his disability benefits expired.  Trabal then took an 
additional six months of leave time.  Trabal submitted a claim to the City of Springfield for back wages covering 
the additional six-month period that he was out of work, and for which he was not paid.  To support this claim, 
Trabal allegedly submitted fabricated disability certificates to the Springfield Police Department.  The claims 
were then sent to an administrator of benefits for the City of Springfield, who denied the claims.  After being 
denied compensation by the City of Springfield, Trabal submitted an insurance claim for lost wages to Liberty 
Mutual Insurance Company, the insurance company for the other vehicle involved in Trabal’s June 2004 acci-
dent.  Following receipt of disability certificates without corresponding medical records, Liberty Mutual deter-
mined the certificates were allegedly fabricated.  Assistant Attorney General Glenn Cunha, Chief of the AG’s 
Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division, is prosecuting the case. 
 

Jose Nieves was found guilty of two counts of motor vehicle insurance fraud on November 26, 2007.  He was 
sentenced to one year in the House of Correction, suspended, and ordered to perform 200 hours of community 
service.  He was also ordered to pay a $1,000 fine plus a $250 surfine.  The cases against two Springfield women  
were continued without a finding on November 17, 2007.  On October 23, 2004, Nieves reported to Premier In-
surance Company that a hit-and-run driver, traveling approximately 100 miles an hour, hit the driver’s side of 
his 2000 Saturn SL and fled the scene.  A forensic analysis of the Saturn determined that the damage to the vehi-
cle was not caused by contact with another vehicle but was consistent with hitting a telephone pole.  The women 
were alleged passengers in the vehicle at the time of the reported hit-and-run.  
 

The Springfield/Holyoke task force is assisted by Springfield and Holyoke police officers and CIFI cases are prosecuted by 
Hampden County Assistant District Attorney John A. Compton, Jr.  
 
Worcester CIFI 
 

On December 7, 2007 the case against a Worcester woman was continued without a finding for six months on 
charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud and conspiracy.  The case against her estranged husband was contin-
ued without a finding for six months on a charge of conspiracy.  They both were ordered to pay court costs.  On 
January 27, 2006, the husband reported that after hearing a car alarm, he observed his wife’s 1997 Honda Accord 
collide with a parked vehicle.  After the collision, the husband reported that two men exited the vehicle and fled 
the scene.  The man stated he and a friend then pushed the Honda Accord off the street and called police.  Police 
observed airbags had deployed, the steering column had been smashed and wires cut along with other damage 
to the vehicle.  The owner of the parked vehicle reported that he observed the man at the accident scene and that 
the man drove, not pushed, the vehicle into the driveway.  Another witness stated she did not observe anyone 
flee the accident scene.  This witness also observed the man drive the vehicle into the driveway.  The estranged 
wife reported to Hanover Insurance Company that the Honda was stolen and supported her husband’s account 
of the alleged theft and subsequent collision.  A forensic analysis of the Honda indicated no sign of forced entry, 
the anti-theft system was operational and that the engine could not have been started to move the vehicle with 
the damage to the steering column.   
 

The Worcester task force is assisted by Worcester Police Det. Scott Blakeney and CIFI cases are prosecuted by Worcester 
County Assistant District Attorneys John O’Leary and Jason Lemieux. 
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