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By Mr. Walsh, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 413) of
Joseph B. Walsh for legislation to provide that a licensee to sell alcoholic
beverages to be drunk on the premises and his patrons and employees
may remain on the licensed premises after closing hours for certain pur-
poses and permitting local licensing authorities to decrease the hours of
business only after public hearing establishing a decrease in public need
as measured by volume of sales. Government Regulations.

She (Cnmmnmupalth nf fflnsaarhitßPttß

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Six.

An Act providing that a licensee to sell alcoholic beverages

TO BE DRUNK ON THE PREMISES AND HIS PATRONS AND EMPLOYEES

MAY REMAIN ON THE LICENSED PREMISES AFTER CLOSING HOURS
FOR CERTAIN PURPOSES AND PERMITTING LOCAL LICENSING AU-
THORITIES TO DECREASE THE HOURS OF SUCH BUSINESS ONLY AF-
TER PUBLIC HEARING ESTABLISHING A DECREASE IN PUBLIC NEED
AS MEASURED BY VOLUME OF SALES.

Be it enactedby theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 12 of chapter 138 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out the sixth paragraph, as most recently
3 amended by chapter 477 of the acts of 1973, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following paragraph:
5 The hours during which sales of such alcoholic beverages
6 may be made by any licensee as aforesaid shall be fixed by
7 the local licensing authorities either generally or specially for
8 each licensee; provided, that no such sale shall be made on
9 any day between the hours of two and eight o’clock ante-

-10 meridian and that, except as provided in section thirty-three,
11 no such licensee shall be barred from making such sales on any
12 secular day after eleven o’clock antemeridian and before
13 eleven o’clock postmeridian and no tavern shall be kept open
14 on any day between one o’clock antemeridian and eight o’clock
15 antemeridian; and provided further, that patrons shall not be
16 prohibited from remaining on the licensed premises for at
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17 least one-half hour after the closing hour fixed by the local
18 licensing authorities, for the purpose of consuming such bev-
-19 erages as were served prior to such closing hour, and any such
20 licensee and his employees shall not be prohibited from being
21 upon such premises at any time for the purpose of cleaning,
22 making emergency repairs to, or providing security for, such
23 premises or preparing food for the next day’s business or open-
-24 ing or closing the business in an orderly manner. The licensing
25 authority shall not decrease the hour during which sales of
26 such alcoholic beverages may be made by any licensee until
27 after a public hearing concerning a decrease in the public need
28 for such hours; provided, that any licensee affected by such
29 change shall be given two weeks notice of such public hear-
-30 ing.


