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By Mr. MacKenzie, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 459) of
Ronald C. MacKenzie for legislation to establish a commission on end
stage renal disease. Health Care.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Six.

An Act establishing a commission on end stage renal disease.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of thesame, as follows:

1 Chapter 17 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 inserting after section 12 the following section:
3 Section 12A. There shall be in the department a commis-
-4 sion on end stage renal disease, hereinafter called the com-
-5 mission. The commission shall consist of a chairman appointed
6 by the governor, who shall hold the degree of doctor in medi-
-7 cine, and who is knowledgeable about the scope of end stage
8 renal disease; three members to be appointed by the chairman,
9 each of whom shall hold the degree of doctor in medicine, each

10 of whom shall have five years experience in renal transplanta-
-11 tion and dialysis; one member from each patient and diagnostic
12 therapeutic facilities which are organized in conformity with
13 federal guidelines to share the responsibility for the care of
14 patients with end stage renal disease in a particular geographic
15 area of the commonwealth, each such member to hold the
16 degree of doctor in medicine, one member selected by the
17 Massachusetts Medical Society who holds the degree of doctor
18 in medicine; and one member selected by the Massachusetts
19 Kidney Foundation who does not hold a medical degree. The
20 chairman first appointed shall serve for three years, the mem-
-21 bers from the facilities first appointed shall serve for two
22 years, and the other members first appointed shall serve for
23 one year. Upon the termination of the term of a member, his
24 successor shall be appointed or selected in like manner for a
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25 term of three years. The members shall serve without com-
-26 pensation, but shall receive necessary expenses incurred in the
27 discharge of their duties.
28 The commission shall monitor health care services to assist
29 in carrying out the provisions of federal law pertaining to
30 medicare protection for persons suffering from end stage renal
31 disease. The commission shall review and make recommenda-
-32 tions to the public health council and to the department and
33 to the appropriate regional comprehensive health planning
34 agencies concerning applications for determination of need
35 pursuant to section twenty-five of chapter one hundred and
36 eleven for facilities which provide end stage renal disease
37 services, develop a plan for the delivery of end stage renal
38 disease services within the commonwealth and to up-date the
39 plan at least as often as annually, up-date guidelines for medi-
-40 cal care to insure that high quality medical services are avail-
-41 able to all residents of the commonwealth, advise the depart-
-42 ment on policies concerning the delivery of services to patients
43 suffering from end stage renal disease and cooperate with the
44 bureau of quality assurance or any other similar or substitute
45 review organization in reviewing professional services.
46 The commission shall make an annual report and shall file
47 same with the commissioner.


