
SENATE 477

By Mr. Atkins, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 477) ot
Chester G. Atkins for legislation to require that no person be discharged
from a state mental health institution unless the person has an alternative
place to live appropriate for his needs. Human Services and Elderly Affairs.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Six.

An Act requiring that no person be discharged from a state
MENTAL HEALTH INSTITUTION UNLESS THE PERSON HAS AN ALTER-
NATIVE PLACE TO LIVE APPROPRIATE FOR HIS NEEDS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 10 of chapter 123 of the General Laws, as most re-
-2 cently amended by section 48 of chapter 925 of the acts of
3 1973, is hereby amended by striking out paragraph (a) and
4 inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:

5 (a) Pursuant to departmental regulations on admission pro-
-6 cedures, the superintendent may receive and retain on a volun-
-7 tary basis any person providing the person is in need of care
8 and treatment and providing the admitting facility is suitable
9 for such care and treatment. The application may be made

10 (1) by a person who has attained the age of sixteen (2) by a
11 parent or guardian of a person on behalf of a person under the
12 age of eighteen years, and (3) by the guardian of a person on
13 behalf of a person under his guardianship. The superintendent
14 may discharge any person admitted under the provision of
15 this paragraph at any time he deems such discharge in the
16 best interest of such person, provided, however, that if a par-
-17 ent or guardian made the application for admission, fourteen
18 days notice shall be given to such parent or guardian prior to
19 such discharge, and provided, further, that before any dis-
-20 charge, of a person the superintendent shall determine that
21 such person will be placed in a decent, safe, and sanitary living
22 setting which is appropriate for the person’s needs and which
23 will improve the person’s ability to live independently.




