
I

[Similar Matter Filed During Past Session
See House No. 2937 of 1975]

By Mr. Parker, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 816) of
John F. Parker for legislation to authorize the state geologist to make
borings and field tests in the southeastern section of the Commonwealth
for the purpose of determining the extent, quality and availability of coal
deposits in such section. Natural Resources and Agriculture.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Six.

An Act authorizing the state geologist to make borings and
FIELD TESTS IN THE SOUTHEASTERN SECTION OF THE COMMON-
WEALTH FOR THE PURPOSE OF DETERMINING THE EXTENT, QUALITY
AND AVAILABILITY OF COAL DEPOSITS IN SUCH SECTION.

Be it enactedby the Senate and Houseof Representatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The third paragraph of section 4of chapter 16
2 of the General Laws, inserted by section 5 of chapter 736 of
3 the acts of 1968, is hereby amended by adding thefollowing five
4 sentences: —The state geologist is authorized and directed to
5 determine by borings and field tests, the extent, quality and
6 availability of coal deposits in the southeastern section of the
7 commonwealth. The geologist and his authorized agents and
8 employees may enter upon private land and erect thereon and
9 use works, buildings and necessary equipment and appurte-

-10 nances, and shall pay all damages caused thereby. In case of
11 failure of the geologist to agree with any party in interest as to
12 the amount of damages, they shall be determinedand recovered
13 under chapter seventy-nine of the General Laws. Said geologist
14 shall keep in touch with the work of federal, state and other
15 agencies interested in these coal deposits and give them such
16 assistance as he deems advisable, and may invoke the aid of
17 said agencies and of scientific societies and other organiza-
-18 tions. Said geologist may expend for these purposes such sums,
19 not exceeding one hundred thousand dollars, as may be appro-

-20 priated therefor, and shall annually report the results of his
21 findings to the general court not later than the first Wednes-
-22 day in December.

SENATE No. 816

3hf tCnmmmmu'alth of lHaiuutdnuiptlii




