
SENATE 840

By Mr. Backman, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 840) of
Jack H. Backman, Chester G. Atkins, David J. Mofenson and Lois G. Pines
for legislation relative to the use of infant and child safety restraints in
automobiles. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Six.

An Act relating to the use of infant and child safety

RESTRAINTS IN AUTOMOBILES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 7of Chapter 90 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting at the end thereof the follow-
3 ing:
4 A. No child under four years of age or under forty pounds
5 shall ride as a passenger in any motor vehicle on a public high-

-6 way unless he is seated in a seating position equipped with
7 safety belts in accordance with the provisions of federal law
8 or the rules or regulations issued by the United States De-
9 partment of Transportation.

10 B. No child under 4 years of age or under 40 pounds, if his
11 seating position is equipped with a lap belt, shall ride as a
12 passenger in any motor vehicle on a public highway unless
13 he is using a properly adjusted and secured child or infant re-
-14 straint approved by the Registrar of Motor Vehicles and suit-
-15 able for his physical development and weight.
16 C. Sect. 1A of this Act shall not apply to any person riding
17 as a passenger in a motor vehicle in which all seating positions
18 equipped with safety belts are occupied by other persons who
19 are using the safety belts.
20 D. This act shall not apply to any person for medical rea-
-21 sons; provided, however, that such certification has been made
22 by a licensed physician, and; provided, further, that the oper-
-23 ator of the motor vehicle be in possession of such certification.
24 E. This act shall not apply to any person who, because of
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25 a medical emergency, is physically impaired from the use of
26 such child restraints.

Section 2. Section 29 of Chapter 90 of the General Laws is
hereby amended by adding after the first paragraph the fol-
lowing new paragraph:—

1
2
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4 Six months next following the date of enactment of this act

the Registrar of Motor Vehicles shall, after a public hearing,
set minimum specifications, guidelines, and standards, includ-
ing, but not limited to, the construction, performance, and cor-
rect use of safety restraints in automobiles. Such specifica-
tions, guidelines and standards shall be made public and avail-
able for general distribution by the Registrar.

5
6
7
8
9

10

Section 3. A. Any operator of a motor vehicle who vio-
lates the provisions of this act shall be subject to a fine of not
less than $5 and not more than $25 per violation.
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4 B. Any violation of this act shall not be liable of contribu-

tory negligence.5

Section 4. This Act shall take effect six months next follow-
ing the Registrar’s issuance of the specifications in section 2
of this Act.

1
2
3


