
SENATE No. 1242
By Mr. Timiity, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1242) of

Joseph F. Timiity for legislation to enable municipalities to reorganize
their housing and community development functions and responsibilities.
Urban Affairs.

Olhp (Commmiun’alttr of Hlaasatljttaftlß

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Six.

An Act enabling municipalities to reorganize their housing

AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FUNCTIONS AND RESPONSIBILITIES.

Be it enactedby theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The general laws is hereby amended by inserting
2 after chapter 121 C the following chapter:

3

4 Departments of development and housing services
5 Section 1. There may be established in a city or town, here-
-6 inafter called a municipality, a department, known as the De-
-7 partment of Development, which shall be under the charge
8 of an officer, known as the Commissioner of Development, ap-
-9 pointed by the local governing body for a term expiring on the

10 first Monday of the January following the municipal election
11 at which the local governing body is elected; provided that
12 such reorganization is in accordance with rules and regula-
-13 tions of the department of community affairs as to proper
14 composition of the agency and transfer of powers from hous-
-15 ing and redevelopment authorities created under chapter 1218.
16 The local governing body may remove a commissioner of de-
-17 velopment at any time by filing a written statement to such
18 effect with the city or town clerk. The commissioner of de-
-19 velopment shall receive such annual salary as shall from time
20 to time be fixed by the local governing body.

1 Section 2. The commissioner of development shall exercise
2 the powers and perform the duties imposed by law or by ordi-
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nance upon the commissioner of public works of the municipal-
ity, or the equivalent thereof, immediately prior to the taking
effect of this act which relate to the construction, reconstruc-
tion, alteration, or remodeling of facilities (including, but not
limited to, streets, street lamps, sewers, and water mains) the
estimated cost of which would require compliance with section
thirty-nine F of chapter thirty of the General Laws; and such
other powers and duties related to development as may be con-
ferred by the local governing body pursuant to chapter forty of
the General Laws.
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Section 3. There shall also be in the municipality a depart-
ment, known as the Department of Housing Services, which
shall be under the charge of a board, known as the Housing
Services Commissioners, each appointed by the local govern-
ing body for a term expiring on the first Monday of the Jan-
uary following the next municipal election at which the local
governing body is elected. At least two housing services com-
missioners shall be tenants of units in structures under the
care, custody, management and control of the commission.
The local governing body may remove a housing services com-
missioner at any time by filing a written statement to such ef-
fect with the city or town clerk. The housing services com-
missioners shall receive such annual compensation as shall
from time to time be fixed by the local governing body.
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1 Section 4. There shall be in the department of housing
2 services an officer, known as the Director of Housing Services,
3 appointed by the housing services commission to serve at its
4 pleasure. Subject only to general policy guidelines established
5 by the commission, the director shall be the executive officer
6 of the commission and shall exclusively have the powers, and
7 perform the duties, of a department head with respect to the
8 making of contracts and the appointment, suspension, dis-
-9 charge, compensation and indemnification of subordinates for

10 the department.

1 Section 5. The housing services commission shall have the
2 power and perform the duties (1) which relate to the care,
3 custody, management and control, including the letting or
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4 leasing but not the selling, of real estate owned by the city
5 whether under foreclosure of tax title or otherwise and used
6 in whole or in part for dwelling purposes, if such powers have
7 been conferred upon another agency. The housing services
8 commission shall also exercise such powers and perform such
9 duties as may from time to time be conferred or imposed upon

10 itby ordinance.

1 Section 6. The commissioner of development of the munici-
-2 pality for the time being shall be made a public body politic
3 and corporation sole by the name of the Development Cor-
-4 poration of the municipality hereinafter sometimes called the
5 development corporation, with all the powers and duties of a
6 redevelopment authority created by section four of chapter one
7 hundred and seventy-one B of the General Laws except as here-
8 inafter provided:
9 (a) To the extent that sections four, five, six, and seven of

10 said chapter one hundred and twenty-one B are inconsistent
11 with the provisions of this act, the latter provision shall con-

-12 trol;
13 (b) No urban renewal plan may be acted upon by the de-
-14 velopment corporation unless the provisions of said plan re-
-15 lating to the relocation of persons and organizations, other
16 than business organizations, to be displayed by the carrying
17 out of said plan have first been submitted to the Housing
18 Services Department created by section twelve of this act.
19 If said provisions of said plan are approved by the Housing
20 Services Department, the development corporation may
21 carry out said plan. If said provisions of said plan are dis-
-22 approved by the Housing Services Department, said pro-
-23 visions shall be submitted to the mayor of the city and the
24 development corporation may carry out said plan only if said
25 provisions are approved by the mayor. The terms “urban re-
-26 newal plan” and “urban renewal project”, as used in this act,
27 shall have the meanings set forth in section one of chapter one
28 hundred and twenty-one B of the General Laws.
29 (c) The development corporation shall not have the power,
30 function or duty to provide financial and other assistance in
31 the relocation of persons and organizations, other than business
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32 organizations, as the result of carrying out the provisions of
33 an urban renewal plan.

1 Section 7. In addition to the powers conferred by section six
2 of this act, the Development Corporation shall have the ex-

-3 elusive power and authority: -—■
4 (a) To exercise the powers and perform the duties conferred
5 or imposed by special laws upon the Redevelopment Authority
6 immediately prior to the taking effect of this act, and;
7 (b) To exercise the powers and perform the duties relating
8 to housing construction and development now or hereafter con-
9 ferred or imposed upon the housing authorities of cities in Mas-

10 sachusetts by general laws applicable, including those powers
11 and duties described in clauses (c), (d), (e), (f), and (g ) of
12 section twenty-six of chapter one hundred and twenty-one B
13 of the General Laws, and to exercise the powers and perform
14 the duties relating to housing development confered or im-
15 posed by special laws upon the housing authority; provided
16 that all powers and authority conferred by this clause may be
17 delegated by the development corporation to the housing serv-
18 ices department, if such delegation may be deemed necessary
19 or expedient by the commissioner of development in order to
20 carry out a particular plan for housing development.

Section 8. Notwithstanding the provisions of section four
of chapter one hundred and twenty-one B of the General Laws,
pursuant to the adoption of this act, redevelopment authority
shall be dissolved and all its assets and liabilities shall be trans-
ferred by section six of this act.

1
9.

3
4
5

1 Section 9. The housing services commission of the munic-
-2 ipality for the time being shall be made a public body politic
3 and corporate by the name of the Housing Services Corpora-
-4 tion, hereinafter sometimes called the housing-services cor-
5 poration. The director of housing services, appointed in ac-
6 cordance with section eleven of this act, shall, subject only to
7 general policy guidelines established by the housing services
8 commission, be the executive officer of the housing sendees
9 corporation and shall have complete charge of the making of

10 contracts and the appointment, suspension, discharge, com-
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11 pensation and indemnification of subordinates for the corpora-
-12 tion.

1 Section 10. The housing services corporation shall have all
2 the powers and duties of a housing authority created by sec-
-3 tion three of chapter one hundred and twenty-one B of the
4 General Laws and all the powers and duties conferred or im-
-5 posed by special laws upon the housing authority except as
6 hereinafter provided:
7 (a) To the extent that sections, three, five, six, and seven
8 of said chapter one hundred and twenty-one B are inconsistent
9 with the provisions of this act, the latter provisions shall con-

-10 trol;
11 (b) The housing services corporation shall not have the
12 powers or perform those duties conferred or imposed upon the
13 development corporation by clause (b) of section seven of this
14 act.

1 Section 11. In addition to the powers conferred by section
2 ten of this act, the housing services corporation shall also have
3 the exclusive power and duty to provide financial and other
4 assistance in the relocation of persons and organizations, other
5 than business organizations, as the result of the carrying out
6 of an urban renewal plan.

1 Section 12. Notwithstanding the provisions of section three
2 of chapter one hundred and twenty-one B of the General Laws,
3 the housing authority may be dissolved and all its assets and
4 liabilities transferred to the housing services corporation estab-
-5 fished by section nine of this act.

1 Section 13. Neither chapter thirty-one of the General Laws
2 nor any rule made thereunder shall apply to any persons who
3 are employed subsequent to the effective date of this act by
4 the departments of the city or by the corporate bodies estab-
-5 fished by this act; provided, however, that said chapter thirty-

6 one and the rules made thereunder shall continue to apply to
7 every person transferred to the service of said departments
8 and said corporate bodies if at the time of such transfer such
9 person holds an office or position under a permanent civil serv-
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10 ice appointment and is not still serving his probationary
11 period; and further provided that said chapter thirty-one and
12 the rules made thereunder shall govern promotions among
13 those to whom they continue to apply.
14 Every person holding a position subject to said chapter
15 thirty-one and the rules made thereunder in a department,
16 authority, board or commission which has been abolished by
17 this act, shall be transferred without civil service examination
18 or registration to a corresponding position in one of said
19 departments or of said corporate bodies without reduction in
20 rank or compensation or impairment of his civil service rights
21 or his retirement, seniority, vacation or sick leave rights; and
22 his service shall be deemed to have been continuous to the
23 same extent as if the abolition, or modification of powers, of
24 the department, authority, board or commission had not taken
25 place. No person transferred in accordance with this section
26 shall suffer any impairment of his retirement or pension rights
27 by reason of such transfer.






