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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Pursuant to the provisions of section 4 of Chapter 7 of the Gen-
eral Laws, I hereby submit the attached legislation entitled, “An
Act to Establish a Procedure for the Acceptance by the Common-
wealth of Reti’ocessions of Legislative Jurisdiction over Certain
Property Previously Ceded to the Federal Government.”

This legislation would authorize the Governor on behalf of the
Commonwealth to accept retrocessions by the federal government
of all or part of the legislative jurisdiction over property previously
ceded by the Commonwealth to the United States.

The acceptance of legislative jurisdiction would establish con-
current jurisdiction between the United States and the Common-
wealth over the property involved, so that state and local law en-
forcement personnel can assist federal police officials in emergency
situations. The federal government would retain the responsibility
for day-to-day law enforcement.

The General Court reserved concurrent jurisdiction over most
of these properties for certain purposes in the legislation that per-
mitted the properties to be ceded to the federal government. See
M.G.L. c. 1, §7, and St. 1926, c. 386 (Northampton); St. 1945, c.
350 (Bedford); St. 1949, c. 497 (Brockton); St. 1952, c. 564 (Bos-
ton). All of these special acts of cession provided that the Com-
monwealth retained concurrent jurisdiction for the purpose of ex-
ecuting civil and criminal process. However, the special acts of
cession did not retain sufficient concurrent jurisdiction to allow
state and local law enforcement personnel to assist hospital police,
for example, in quelling a disturbance on the premises of a vet-
erans’ hospital. Therefore, to insure the health and safety of cit-

[Feb.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR
ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE



1976.] SENATE— No. 1275. 3

izens who live or work at such federal facilities, local and state law
enforcement officers should be legally authorized to enter the
premises to help preserve or restore order. This can only be done
if the legislative jurisdiction over the property is returned to the
Commonwealth on a concurrent basis as this bill authorizes.

Respectfully Submitted,

JOHN R. BUCKLEY
Secretary for Administration and Finance
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Six.

An Act to establish a procedure for the acceptance by the

COMMONWEALTH OF RETROCESSIONS OF LEGISLATIVE JURISDICTION

OVER CERTAIN PROPERTY PREVIOUSLY CEDED TO THE FEDERAL GOV-
ERNMENT.

Whereas, the deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat
its purpose, which is to provide a procedure for immediate accept-
ance by the commonwealth of retrocessions by the federal govern-
ment of jurisdiction over property previously ceded to it by the
commonwealth, therefor it is hereby declared to be an emergency
law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the public con-
venience and safety.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter lof the General Laws is hereby amended by add-
-2 ing the following section:
3 Section 7A. The governor, if he finds that the public interest
4 will benefit thereby, may accept on behalf of the commonwealth
5 retrocession of all or part of the legislative jurisdiction over
6 property within the commonwealth over which such juris-
-7 diction has been ceded to the United States.
8 Such acceptance of retrocession shall take effect in each
9 case upon the written acceptance by the governor of a notice

10 of retrocession signed by the duly authorized officer or agent
11 of the United States having supervision and control over the
12 property in question. A copy of the notice of retrocession and
13 the written acceptance thereof shall be filed with the secretary
14 of state and the clerk of the city or town in which the affected
15 property is located, and in the case of property located in more
16 than one city or town, with the clerk of each city or town in
17 which the property is located.


