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SENATE No. 1592
•

(LOCAL APPROVAL)

OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK
TOWN OF FRAMINGHAM, MASS.

1 meeting of the qualified voters of the Town of
i ngham, held April 21, 1976 the following business was

cted under Article 10.
ir

r

12/76 Voted: that the Town petition the Legislature of the
nonwealth of Massachusetts to enact legislation replacing theC

■nt partisan Town Primary Election with a non-partisan
minary election.

c

Prel

35 voting in favor.

opposed.

A true copy, ATTEST

MICHAEL J. WARD, Town Clerk
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By Mr. Burke, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1592) of
Edward L. Burke (by vote of the town) for legislation to authorize non-
partisan preliminary elections in the town of Framingham. Local
Affairs.

£Thr (EommonuTpatty of fflarxsarhusrttK

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Six.

An Act authorizing nonpartisan preliminary elections in

THE TOWN OF FRAMINGHAM.

1 Section 1. Any person who is qualified to vote in the town
2 of Framingham may be a candidate for an elective town office
3 therein and shall be entitled to have his name as such candi-
-4 date printed on the official ballot to be used at a preliminary
5 election; provided, that he files nomination papers provided
6 by the town clerk containing no less than five signatures
7 certified as voters of the town. The preliminary election shall
8 be held on the twenty-eighth day preceding every regular or
9 special town election.

1 Section 2. No primary or caucus for the nomination of
2 town officers shall be held. No ballot used at any preliminary,
3 regular or special election in said town shall have printed
4 thereon any party or political designation or mark, and there
5 shall not be appended to the name of any candidate any such
6 political designation or mark.

1 Section 3. Nomination papers shall be filed with the town
2 clerk not later than five o’clock in the afternoon of the
3 twenty-first day preceding the preliminary election. Every
4 nomination paper shall be submitted to the registrars of
5 voters for certification of the names thereon on or before five
6 o’clock in the afternoon on the seventh day preceding the day
7 on which it shall be filed with the clerk.

1 Section 4. The election officers shall, immediately upon

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:
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2 the closing of the polls at the preliminary election, count the
3 ballots and ascertain the number of votes cast in the several
4 voting places for each candidate, and forthwith make return
5 thereof upon blanks to be furnished, as in regular elections,
6 to the town clerk who shall canvass said returns and shall
7 forthwith determine the result thereof.

1 Section 5. The two persons receiving at a preliminary
election the highest number of votes for nomination for an
office shall be the sole candidate for that office whose names
may be printed on the official ballot to be used at the regular
or special election at which such office is to be filled, and no
acceptance of a nomination at a preliminary election shall be
necessary to its validity.

2
3
4
5
6
7
8 If two or more persons are to be elected to the same office

at such regular or special election the several persons in
number equal to twice the number so to be elected receiving
at such preliminary election the highest number of votes for
nomination for that office shall be the sole candidates for that
office whose names may be printed on the official ballot.
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14 If the preliminary election results in a tie vote among

candidates for the nomination receiving the lowest number
of votes, which, but for said tie vote, would entitle a person
receiving the same to have his name printed upon the official
ballot for the election, all candidates participating in said tie
vote shall have their names printed upon the official ballot,
although in consequence there be printed thereon names of
candidates to a number exceeding twice the number to be
elected.
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Section 6. If at the expiration of the time for filing nomin-
ation papers of candidates to be voted for at any preliminary
election, not more than twice as many such papers have been
filed with the town clerk for at least one office as there are
persons to be elected to such office, the candidate whose
nomination papers have thus been filed shall be deemed to
have been nominated to said office, and their names shall be
voted on for such office, at the succeeding regular or special
election, as the case may be and the preliminary election will
not be held. If there is at least one office where more than
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twice as many nomination papers have been filed then the
preliminary election will be held and all offices will be listed
on the ballot.

Persons may be nominated by write-in on the ballot for
the preliminary election by five or more such written desig-
nations and shall meet the requirements of section five to be
listed as nominees on the ballot for the regular or special
election.

Section 7. Town meeting member nomination papers shall
be filed with the town clerk not later than five o’clock in the
afternoon of the twenty-eighth day preceding the town
election. Every such nomination paper shall be submitted to
the registrars of voters for certification of the names thereon
on or before five o’clock in the afternoon of the seventh day
preceding the day on which it must be filed with the town
clerk. Incumbent town meeting members may become candi-
dates for reelection by giving written notice to the town clerk
not later than fourteen days prior to the last day and hour
for filing town meeting nomination papers.

Section 8. The laws of the commonwealth governing town
elections, special elections of town officers and special elections
in towns shall, so far as applicable, govern such elections in
the town of Framingham.

Section 9. This act shall be submitted for acceptance to
the voters of said town at its next annual town meeting in
the form of the following question, which shall be placed on
the official ballot to be used for the election of town officers
at said meeting: “Shall an act passed by the General Court
in the year nineteen hundred and seventy-six, entitled ‘An
act authorizing nonpartisan preliminary elections in the town
of Framingham’, be accepted?” If a majority of the votes in
answer to said question is in the offirmative, then this act
shall take full effect, but not otherwise.


