
By Mr. Craven of Boston, petition of the Mass. State Building and
Construction Trades Council and James J. Craven, Jr., for legislation
to provide for fair competition by requiring payment of wage rates
established by the Commissioner of Labor and Industries. Commerce
and Labor.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Eight.

An Act providing for faircompetition by requiring payment of
WAGE RATES ESTABLISHED BY THE COMMISSIONER FOR PUBLIC
CONTRACTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Amend section 27 of chapter 149 by adding to
2 sentences reading “Said schedule shall be made a part of the
3 contract for said works and shall continue to be the minimum
4 rate or rates for said employees during the life of the contract” the
5 following proviso:
6 provided that the commissioner shall establish new minimum
7 rates of wages effective June first of each year for the contract to
8 the extent that new wage rates have been established in collective
9 agreements or understandings between organized labor and

10 employers for those trades and organizations and such new wage
11 rates shall be the minimum rate or rates for the contract for the
12 employees in those trades and occupations until the com-
-13 missioner establishes new wage rates or until the completion of
14 the contract whichever occurs first, but the establishment of the
15 new minimum rates of wages for work performed within the
16 completion date provided in the construction contract at bid
17 opening for general bids, shall not entitle any contractor or
18 subcontract price.
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SECTION 2. Amend section 27 B by deleting the last sentence
2 and inserting in place thereof the following sentence:—
3 Upon written complaint of any interested party including
4 competing sub-bidders and general bidders for any contract and
5 representatives of organized labor, every public body shall
6 require every contractor and subcontractor to produce for
7 inspection by the complaining party the original payroll records
8 showing amounts paid to each employee, all deductions from
9 gross wages and the bais of those deductions, for the trades or

10 occupations of the contractor or subcontractor involved in the
11 complaint.

SECTION 3. In addition to the criminal penalties provided in
2 this chapter every contractor or subcontractor who has paid any
3 employee less than the wage rate established by the commissioner
4 shall pay the commissioner for payment to the underpaid
5 employee three times the amount of the underpayment.

1 SECTION 4. Amend section 27 of chapter 149 by inserting
2 ‘Tor each separate underpayment” at the end of the section.
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