
HOUSE 3882

<

By Mr. LaFontaine of Gardner, petition of Raymond M.
LaFontaine and Theodore J. Aleixo, Jr., for legislation to provide for
the election of the Commissioner of Insurance. Insurance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Eight

Be it enacted by the Senateand House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Chapter 26 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
2 out section 6, as most recently amended by section 43 of chapter
3 422 of the acts of 1974, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section:
5 Section 6. Upon the expiration of the term of office of a
6 commissioner, his successor shall be chosen by those persons who
7 shall be qualified to vote for senators and representatives within
8 the several towns of this commonwealth, shall, at a meeting to be
9 called for that purpose, on the [first Monday of April] [annually]

10 give in their votes for a governor, to the selectmen, who shall
11 preside at such meetings; and the town clerk, in the presence and
12 with the assistance of the selectmen, shall, in open town meeting,
13 sort and count the votes, and form a list of the persons voted for,
14 with the number of votes for each person against his name; and
15 shall make a fair record of the same in the town books, and a public
16 declaration thereof in the said meeting; and shall, in the presence of
17 the inhabitants, seal up copies of the said list, attested by him and
18 the selectmen, and transmit the same to the sheriff of the county
19 thirty days at least before the [last Wednesday in May]; and the
20 sheriff shall transmit the same to the secretary’s office, seventeen
21 days at least before the said [last Wednesday in May]; or the
22 selectmen may cause returns of the same to be made to the office of
23 the secretary of the commonwealth, seventeen days at least before
24 the said day; and the secretary shall lay the same before the senate
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25 and the house of representatives, on the [last Wednesday in May],
26 to be by them examined: and in case of an election by a [majority]
27 of all the votes returned, the choice shall be by them declared and
28 published. But if no person shall have a [majority] of votes, the
29 house of representatives shall, by ballot, elect two out of four
30 persons who had the highest number of votes, if so many shall have
31 been voted for, but, if otherwise, out of the number voted for; and
32 make return to the senate of the two persons so elected; on which
33 the senate shall proceed, by ballot, to elect one, who shall be
34 declared governor.
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