
HOUSE No. 3926
By Representatives Conway of Nantucket, Teahan of Whitman and

Metayer of Braintree, petition of John Sydney Conway, Robert S.
Teahan and Elizabeth N. Metayer relative to the operation and
regulation of motorized bicycles. Public Safety.

Wf) e Commontocaltf) of iHaftSacfniactts!
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Eight.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section eleven Cof chapter eighty-five of the
2 General Laws, as most recently amended by chapter four hundred
3 and twenty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and seventy-four,
4 is hereby amended by adding the following paragraph;
5 The provisions of this section shall apply to violators of the
6 provisions of sections eleven A and eleven B and of any rule,
7 regulation, ordinance or by-law of the city or town regulating the
8 registration, equipment and operation of motorized bicycles.

1 SECTION 2. Said chapter eighty-five of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting after section 11C the following new
3 sections:
4 Section 1ID. No resident of any city which accepts this section
5 by vote of its city council, or ofany town which accepts this section
6 by vote of the town, shall operate a motorized bicycle within the
7 limits thereof, unless such motorized bicycle is registered under
8 this section in such city or town and unless the registration plate or
9 decal issued therefor is attached to such motorized bicycle. The

10 police department of such a city or town, or the selectmen of such a
11 town having no organized police department, shall register all
12 motorized bicycles owned by persons residing within the city or
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13 town and issue to the owners thereof certificates of registration,
14 which shall be in effect, unless suspended as hereinafter provided,
15 so long as such registrants own said motorized bicycles. The
16 application for registration shall contain the name, address and
17 age of the owner, the make of the motorized bicycle, and serial
18 number, if any, affixed by the maker, or any other identifying
19 marks. The certificate of registration shall contain the name and
20 address of the owner, a description of the motorized bicycle and a
21 register number. Every motorized bicycle so registered shall have
22 attached thereto a registration plate or decal furnished by the
23 police department or the selectmen, as the case may be, of the city
24 or town where registered. Such plate or decal shall bear theregister
25 number assigned to the motorized bicycle and the name of the city
26 or town where registered. Upon the sale or other transfer of a
27 registered motorized bicycle, the registrant shall remove the
28 registration plate or decal and surrender the same to the police
29 department or the selectmen, as the case may be, or may, upon
30 application but without payment of an additional fee, have said
31 plate or decal assigned to another motorized bicycle owned by the
32 applicant. A motorized bicycle rental agency in any city or town
33 which accepts this section shall not rent or offer any motorized
34 bicycle for rent unless the motorized bicycle is registered and a
35 registration plate or decal is attached thereto as provided herein.
36 Every person engaged in the business of buying or selling new or
37 secondhand motorized bicycles in such a city or town shall make a
38 report to the said police department or selectmen, as the case may
39 be, of every motorized bicycle purchased or sold by such dealer,
40 giving the name and address of the person from whom purchased
41 or to whom sold, a description of such motorized bicycle by name
42 or make, and the number of the registration plate or decal, if any,
43 attached thereto. Blank forms of applications and certificates for
44 use in carrying out the provisions of this section shall be prepared
45 and furnished by the commissioner of public safety to all such cities
46 and towns at their expense. A fee of not more than twenty-five
47 cents shall be collected for each registration plate or decal and
48 certificate issued under this section.
49 Violation ofany provision of this section shall be punished by a
50 fine of one dollar, and in addition the police department of such
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51 city or town, or the selectmen of a town having no organized police
52 department, may suspend the registration certificate ofany register
53 motorized bicycle operated in violation ofany provision of section
54 eleven E. No violation of any provision of this section relative to
55 the registration of motorized bicycles shall affect any civil right or
56 liability, nor shall any such violation by a minor under the age of
57 eighteen be considered a criminal offense.
58 Section HE. Every person operating a motorized bicycle upon
59 a way, as defined in section one of chapter ninety, shall have the
60 right to use all public ways ir> the commonwealth except off-street
61 recreational bicycle paths and limited access or express state
62 highways where signs specifically prohibiting bicycles have been
63 posted, and shall be subject to the traffic laws and regulations of
64 the commonwealth and the special regulations contained in this
65 section, except that;
66 (1) the motorized bicycle operator may keep to the right when
67 passing a motor vehicle which is moving in the travel lane of the
68 way, and
69 (2) the motorized bicycle operator shall signal by either hand his
70 intention to stop or turn.
71 Operators of motorized bicycles shall be subject to the following
72 regulations:
73 (1) The operator shall ride single file on any way except when
74 passing.
75 (2) The operator shall not ride other than upon or astride a
76 permanent and regular seat attached to the motorized bicycle. The
77 operator shall not carry another person on said motorized bicycle,
78 except on a baby seat attached to the motorized bicycle, provided
79 that such seat is equipped with a harness to hold the person
80 securely in the seat and that protection is provided against the feet
81 of said person hitting the spokes of the wheel of the motorized
82 bicycle.
83 (3) The operator shall give an audible warning whenever
84 necessary to insure safe operation of the motorized bicycle;
85 provided, however, the use of a siren or whistle is prohibited.
86 (4) The operator shall park his motorized bicycle upon a way or
87 a sidewalk in such a manner as not to obstruct vehicular or
88 pedestrian traffic.
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89 (5) The operator shall not permit the motorized bicycle to be
90 drawn by any other moving vehicle. The operator shall not tow any
91 other vehicle or person, except that motorized bicycle trailers
92 properly attached to the motorized bicycle which allow for firm
93 ■ control and braking may be used.
94 (6) The operator shall not carry any package, bundle or article
95 except in or on a basket, rack, trailer or other device designed for
96 such purposes. The operator shall keep at least one hand upon the
97 handlebars at all times.
98 (7) During the period from one half hour after sunset and one
99 half hour before sunrise the operator shall display toward the front

100 a white light which shall be visible for not less than one hundred
101 feet in the direction in which the motorized bicycle is proceeding or
102 facing or a front-facing colorless reflector, and toward the rear a
103 red light or red reflex reflector visible for not less than one hundred
104 feet to the rear when in the lower beams of the headlamps of a
105 motor vehicle.
106 (8) During the period from one half hour after sunset and one
107 half hour before sunrise the operator shall display areflex reflector
108 or reflective material on the pedals visible from the front and rear
109 from a distance of two hundred feet when in the lower beams of the
HO headlamps of a motor vehicle and additional reflective material
111 visible from each side of the motorized bicycle, either on said
112 motorized bicycle or on the person of the operator, for a distance
113 of two hundred feet.
114 (9) The operator of a motorized bicycle shall report anyaccident
115 involving either personal injury or property damage in excess of
116 one hundred dollars, or both, to the police department in the city
117 or town in which the accident occurred.
118 Any federal product safety standards relating to motorized
119 bicycles which are more stringent than the requirements ofclauses
120 (7) through (9) inclusive, shall supersede said requirements.
121 Violations ofany provision of this section shall be punished by a
122 fine of not more than twenty dollars. The parents or guardian of
123 any person under age eighteen shall not authorize or knowingly
124 permit any such person to violate any of the provisions of this
125 section. A motorized bicycle operated by a person under the age of
126 eighteen in violation of this section may be impounded by the
127 police department, or in a town which has no police department,
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128 by the selectmen, for a period not to exceed fifteen days. A
129 violation of any provision of this section by a minor under the age
130 of eighteen shall not affect any civil right or liability nor shall such
131 violation be considered a criminal offense.

1 SECTIONS. Said chapter ninety of the GeneralLaws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section one B as inserted by chapter two
3 hundred and sixty-one of the acts of nineteen hundred and seventy-
-4 six, and inserting in place thereof the following new section;
5 A motorized bicycle shall not be operated upon any way, as
6 defined in section one within the commonwealth by any person
7 under sixteen years of age, not at a speed in excess of twenty-five
8 miles per hour. A motorized bicycle shall not be operated on any
9 way by any person not possessing a valid driver’s license or

10 learner’s permit restricted to the operation of a motorcycle. Every
11 person operating a motorized bicycle upon a way shall have the
12 right to use all public ways in the commonwealth except limited
13 access or express state highways where signs specifically
14 prohibiting bicycles have been posted, and shall be subject to the
15 traffic laws and regulations of the commonwealth and the
16 regulations contained in this section and in sections eleven D and
17 eleven E of chapter eighty-five, except that: (1) the motorized
18 bicycle operator may keep to the right when passing a motor
19 vehicle which is moving in the travel lane of the way, and (2) the
20 motorized bicycle operator shall signal by either hand his intention
21 to stop or turn. Motorized bicycles may be operated on bicycle
22 lanes adjacent to the various ways, but shall be excluded from off-
-23 street recreational bicycle paths.

1 SECTION 4. Section one Dof said chapter ninety is hereby
2 further amended by striking out in the third sentence the word,
3 “biannually” and inserting in place thereof the following word:
4 annually.

1 SECTION 5. Section seven of said chapter ninety, as most
2 recently amended by chapter six hundred and twenty-one of the
3 acts of nineteen hundred and seventy-six, is hereby amended by
4 striking out the twenty-sixth sentence and inserting in place thereof
5 the following sentence;
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6 Every person under the age of eighteen years operating a
7 motorcycle or motorized bicycle or riding as a passenger on a
8 motorcycle or in a sidecar attached to a motorcycle shall wear
9 protective headgear conforming with such minimum standards of

10 construction and performance as the Registrar may prescribe, and
11 no person operating a motorcycle shall permit any other person
12 under the age of eighteen years to ride as a passenger on such
13 motorcycle unless such passenger is wearing such protective
14 headgear.
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