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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Eight.

An Act increasing the penalty for the violation of municipal

DOG ORDINANCES OR BY-LAWS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Section 173 A of chapter 140 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out the first paragraph, as most recently
3 amended by chapter 627 of the acts of 1973, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following paragraph;
5 Whenever a complaint is sought in a district court for a violation
6 of an ordinance or by-law, made under the provisions of section
7 one hundred and seventy-three, the clerk shall send a written notice
8 to the person complained against stating that such a complaint has
9 been sought and will issue unless such person appears before such

10 clerk and confesses the offense either personally or through an
11 agent duly authorized in writing, or by mailing to such clerk, with
12 the notice the fine provided herein. If it is the first offense subject to
13 this section committed by such person within a calendar year, the
14 clerk shall dismiss the charge without the payment of any fine; if it
15 is the second offense so committed in such city or town in the
16 calendar year the payment to the clerk of a fine of twenty-five
17 dollars shall operate as a final disposition of the case; if it is the
18 third offense so committed in such city or town in a calendar year
19 payment of a fine of thirty dollars shall operate as a final
20 disposition of the case; and if it is the fourth or subsequent offense
21 so committed in such city or town in the calendar year the payment
22 of a fine of fifty dollars shall operate as a final disposition of the
23 case. Such payment shall be made only by postal note, money
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24 order or check. Notwithstanding the foregoing procedure and
25 schedule of fines and subject, however, to all of the other
26 provisions of this section, a city or town may, by ordinance or by-
-27 law, provide for an alternative procedure and a different schedule
28 of fines; provided, however, that no new schedule of fines shall
29 contain a fine in excess of fifty dollars.
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