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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, April 5, 1978.

The Committee on Local Affairs, to whom was referred the petition
(accompanied by bill, House, No. 1238) of the Massachusetts Teachers
Association, Robert A. Vigneau, Daniel J. Foley and Alfred Almeida
for legislation relative to the acceptance of certain statutes by towns,
report recommending that the accompanying bill (House, No. 5437)
ought to pass.

For the committee

ROBERTA. VIGNEAU

QHje Commontoealrt) of iflassactjusetts
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Eight

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 3 of Chapter 328 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting the following sentence after the first
3 sentence thereof;
4 A town, by a vote of the town, or by a majority of affirmative
5 votes cast in answer to a question printed upon the official ballot
6 used at an election in said town, may designate the type or level of
7 group general or blanket insurance providing hospital, surgical,
8 medical and dental benefits covering employees and their
9 dependents and may direct the appropriate public authority to

10 negotiate, purchase and execute such a policy or policies in
11 accordance with such vote, provided, however, that such vote shall
12 not reduce the existing level of group general or blanket insurance
13 providing hospital, surgical, medical & dental benefits.

1 SECTION 2. Subsection (d) of Section 7A of Chapter 3280f
2 the General Laws, is hereby deleted and the following subsection
3 (d) inserted in place thereof:
4 (d) This section shall take effect in a county, city, town or
5 district upon its acceptance in the following manner: —ln a county
6 by vote of the county commissioners; in a city having a Plan Dor
7 Plan E charter by majority vote of its city council; in any othercity
8 by vote of its city council, approved by the mayor; in a district,
9 except as hereinafter provided, by vote of the registered voters of
10 the district at a district meeting; in a regional school district by vote
11 of the regional district school committee; in a veterans' services
12 district by vote of the district board; in a welfare district by vote o(
1 the district welfare committee; in a health district established under
14 section twenty-seven Aof chapter one hundred and eleven by vote
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15 of the joint committee; and in a town either by vote of the board ot
16 selectmen, by vote of the town or by a majority ofaffirmative votes

17 cast in answer to the following question which shall be printed
18 upon the official ballot to be used at an election in said town:

19 “Shall the town, in addition to the payment of fifty percent of a
20 premium for contributory group life and health insurance for
21 employees in the service of the town and their dependents, pay a
22 subsidiary or additional rate?” Section seven shall not apply in any
23 governmental unit which accepts the provisions of this section.

1 SECTIONS. The fifth paragraph of section 8A of Chapter 328
2 of the General Laws is hereby deleted and the following paragraph
3 inserted in place thereof:
4 This section shall take effect in a county, city, town or district
5 upon its acceptance in the following manner: —ln a county by vote
6 of the county commissioners; in a city having a Plan Dor Plan E
7 charter by majority vote of its city council; in any other city by vote
8 of its city council, approved by the mayor; in a district by vote of
9 the district at a district meeting; and in a town either by vote of the

10 board of selectmen, by vote of the town at a meeting or by a
11 majority of the votes cast in answer to the following question,
12 which shall be printed on the official ballot to be used at an election
13 in said town, is in the affirmative: “Shall the town distribute to
14 its insured employees, after deducting the town’s total ad-
-15 ministrative cost, the balance of any group insurance dividend
16 which shall be based upon the employee’s proportionate share of
17 the total premiums paid for all insurance coverages?”

1 SECTION 4. The second sentence of Section 9A of Chapter
2 328 of the General Laws is hereby deleted and the following
3 sentence inserted in place thereof:
4 A town shall provide for such payment either by vote of the
5 board of selectmen, by vote of the town meeting or by a majority
6 of the votes cast in answer to the following question which shall be
? printed on the official ballot to be used at an election in said town if
8 in the affirmative: “Shall the town pay one half the premium
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9 costs payable by a retired employee for group life insurance and for
10 group general or blanket hospital, surgical, medical, dental and
11 other health insurance?”

1 SECTION 5. The second paragraph of Section 9C of Chapter
2 328 of the General Laws is hereby deleted and the following
3 paragraph inserted in place thereof:
4 This section shall take effect in a county, city, town or district
5 upon its acceptance in the following manner: —ln a county by vote
6 of the county commissioners; in a city having a Plan Dor Plan E
7 charter by majority vote of its city council; in any other city by vote
8 of its city council, approved by the mayor; in a district by vote of
9 the registered voters of the district at a district meeting; and in a

10 town either by vote of the board of selectmen, by vote of the town
I ] at a meeting or by majority of the votes cast in answer to the
12 following question which shall be printed upon the official ballot
13 to be used at an election: “Shall the town pay one half of a
14 premium for group hospital, surgical, medical, dental and other
15 health insurance for the surviving widow and dependents of an
16 insured firefighter who was killed or who died from injuries
17 received in the performance of his duty, with the survivor paying
18 the remaining one half, and shall the town also pay a subsidiary or
19 additional rate?”

1 SECTION 6. The second sentence of the first paragraph of
2 Section 9D of Chapter 328 of the General Laws is hereby deleted
3 and the following sentence inserted in place thereof:
4 A town shall provide for such payment either by vote of the
5 board of selectmen, by a vote of the town, or by a majority of
6 affirmative votes cast in answer to the following question which
7 shall be printed upon the official ballot to be used at an election in
8 said town: “Shall the town pay one half of the premium costs
9 payable by the surviving spouse of an employee or retired

10 employee for group general, or blanket hospital, surgical, medical,
11 dental or other health insurance?”
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1 SECTION 7. The second sentence of Section 9E of Chapter
2 328 of the General Laws is hereby deleted and the following
3 sentence inserted in place thereof;
4 A town shall provide for such payment either by vote of the
5 board of selectmen, by vote of the town, or ifa majority of the votes
6 cast in answer to the following question which shall be printed on

7 the official ballot to be used at an election in said town is in the
8 affirmative: “Shall the town, in addition to the payment of fifty
9 per cent of a premium for contributory group life, hospital,
10 surgical, medical, dental and other health insurance for employees
11 retired from the service of the town, and their dependents, pay a
12 subsidiary or additional rate?”

1 SECTION 8. The second sentence of Section 9F of Chapter
2 328 of the General Laws is hereby deleted and the following
3 sentence inserted in place thereof;
4 A town shall provide such insurance coverage if approved either
5 by vote of the board of selectmen, by vote of the town at a meeting,
6 or by a majority of the votes cast if in the affirmative in answer to
7 the following question which shall be printed on the official ballot:
8 “Shall the town provide two thousand dollars of group life
9 insurance and two thousand dollars of accidental death and

10 dismemberment insurance for a retired employee in lieu of one
11 thousand dollars of group life insurance?”

1 SECTION 9. The last paragraph of Section 11A of Chapter
2 328 of the General Laws is hereby deleted and the following
3 paragraph inserted in place thereof:
4 This section shall take effect in a county, city, town or district
5 upon its acceptance in the following manner: —ln a county by vote
6 of the county commissioners; in a city having a Plan Dor Plan E
7 charter by majority vote of itscity council; in any other city by vote
8 of its city council, approved by the mayor; in a district by vote of
9- the district at a district meeting; and in a town either by vote of the

1$ board of selectmen, by vote of the town at a meeting, or by a
11 majority of the votes cast in answer to the following question.
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12 which shall be printed on the official ballot to be used at an election
13 in said town, if in the affirmative; “Shall the town purchase
14 additional group life and group accidental death and dismember-

-15 ment insurance for employees in accordance with the provisions of
16 chapter thirty-two B of the General Laws with no premium
17 contribution by the town?”

SECTION 10. Section 11 Bof Chapter 32Bofthe General Laws
is hereby deleted and the following Section 1 1 B inserted in place
thereof;

1
2
3

Any political subdivision, subject to the provisions ofsection ten
B of chapter thirty-two A, shall appropriate funds or apply
therefor for the payment of group general or blanket insurance
providing hospital, surgical, chiropractic, medical, dental and
other health insurance for elderly governmental retirees as defined
in paragraph (f) of section two of said chapter thirty-two A, and for
the payment of the surcharge or subsidiary rate required to be paid
by paragraph (c) of section ten B of chapter thirty-two A if
accepted in a county, city, town or district in the following manner:

In a county, by vote of the county commissioners; in a city
having a Plan D or Plan E charter by majority vote of its city
council; in any other city by vote of its city council approved by the
mayor; in a district by vote of the voters of the district at a district
meeting; and in a town by vote of the board of selectmen or by vote
of the town or if a majority of the votes cast in answer to the
following question, which shall be printed on the official ballot to
be used at an election in said town, is in the affirmative: “Shall
the town extend contributory group hospital, surgical, medical,
dental and other health insurance to elderly persons retired from
the service of the town?”

4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

SECTION 11. The last paragraph of Section 1 ID of Chapter
328 of the General Laws is hereby deleted and the following
paragraph inserted in place thereof:

1
2
3

This section shall take effect in a county, city, town or district
upon its acceptance in the following manner: In a county by vote
of the county commissioners; in a city having a Plan D or Plan E

4
5
6
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7 charter by a majority vote of its city council; in any other city by
8 vote of its city council, approved by the mayor; in a district by vote
9 of the governing board of the district; and in a town either by vote

10 of the board of selectmen, by vote of the town at a meeting, or

11 submission for acceptance to the registered voters in the form of
12 the following question which shall be printed upon the official
13 ballot to be used at an election: “Shall the town pay one half of a
14 premium four group accidental death insurance for policemen and
15 firemen who are killed or who die from accidental injuries received
16 in the performance of their duties with such employee paying the
17 remaining one half, and shall the town also pay a subsidiary or
18 additional rate?”

1 SECTION 12. The second sentence of the first paragraph of
2 Section HE of Chapter 328 is hereby deleted and the following
3 sentence inserted in place thereof:
4 This section shall take effect in a county, city, town or district
5 upon its acceptance in the following manner: in a county, by
6 vote of the county commissioners; in a city having a Plan Dor Plan
7 E charter by majority vote of its city council, in any other city by
8 vote of its city council, approved by the mayor; in a district, except
9 as hereinafter provided, by vote of the registered voters of the

10 district at a district meeting; in a regional school district by vote of
11 the regional district school committee; and in atown either by vote
12 of the board of selectmen, by vote of the town at a meeting or by a
13 majority of affirmative votes cast in answer to the following
14 question which shall be printed upon the official ballot to be used
15 at an election in said town: “Shall the town authorize all teachers
16 insured for group life and health insurance, and their dependents,
17 upon receiving a pension or annuity allowance from the teachers’
18 retirement system, to have such insurance transferred to the state
19 for convenience of premium withholdings, with the town making
20 payment of fifty per cent of the premium, a portion of the
21 administrative expense and the payment of a subsidiary or
22 additional rate to be paid by the town?”
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1 SECTION 13. The second paragraph of Section 11F of
2 Chapter 328 of the General Laws is hereby deleted and the
3 following paragraph inserted in place thereof:
4 This section shall take effect in a county, city, town or district
5 upon its acceptance in the following manner: — in a county, by
6 vote of the county commissioners; in acity having a Plan Dor Plan
7 E charter by majority vote of its city council; in any other city by
8 vote of its city council, approved by the mayor; in a district, except
9 as hereinafter provided, by vote of the registered voters of the

10 district at a district meeting; in a regional school district by vote of
11 the board of selectmen, or by vote of the town at a meeting or by a
12 majority of affirmative votes cast in answer to the following
13 question which shall be printed upon the official ballot to be used
14 at an election in said town: — “Shall the town pay one half of a
15 premium for disability income insurance for its employees?”

1 SECTION 14. The last paragraph of Section 16 of Chapter 328
2 of the General Laws is hereby deleted and the following paragraph
3 inserted in place thereof;
4 This section shall take effect in a county, city, town or district
5 upon its acceptance in the following manner: in a county, by
6 vote of the county commissioners; in a city having a Plan Dor Plan
7 E charter by majority vote of its city council, in any other city by
8 vote of its city council approved by the mayor; in a town by vote of
9 the board of selectmen, by a vote of the town at a meeting or by a

10 majority of affirmative votes cast in answer to a question printed
11 upon the official ballot used at an election in said town; in a
12 regional school district by vote of the regional district school
13 committee and in all other districts by vote of the registered voters
14 of the district at a district meeting.

1 ’SECTION 15. Chapter 328 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding a new Section 17 at the end thereof as
3 follows:
4 Any section of this chapter may be accepted in a municipality
5 having a town council form of government by a vote of the town
6 council, subject to the provisions of the charter of said municipali-
-7 ty.
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