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legislation to regulate appeals from denials of certain licenses to carry
firearms. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Eight

An Act further regulating appeals from denials of certain
LICENSES.

Be it enacted by the Senateand House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. The first paragraph of Section 131 of Chapter 140
2 of the Massachusetts GeneralLaws is hereby amended by inserting
3 after the first sentence thereof the following new sentence;

4 “The licensing authority may not prescribe any other conditions
5 for the issuance of a license and it shall within 60 days from the date
6 ofapplication eitherapprove the application and issue the license,
7 or deny the application and notify the applicant in writing ot the
8 reason for such denial.”

1 SECTION 2. The second paragraph of Section 131 of Chapter
2 140 of the Massachusetts General Laws is hereby amended by
3 striking in its entirety the second sentence thereof, and by inserting
4 in lieu thereof the following new sentence:
5 “A license may be revoked or suspended by the licensing
6 authority or his delegate for such period as he may set, only upon
7 the occurence of any event which would have been sufficient to
g have prevented the original issuance of the license. Any suspension
9 or revocation of a license shall be in writing and shall state the

10 reason thereof. Upon revocation or suspension, the licensing
11 authority shall forthwith send written notice of such revocation or
12 suspension to the Commissioner of public safety.”
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1 SECTION 3. The second paragraph of Section 131 of Chapter
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2 140 of the Massachusetts General Laws is hereby amended by

3 striking in its entirety the last sentence thereof, and inserting in lieu
4 thereof the following new sentence:
5 “Any person aggrieved by a denial, revocation or suspension of a

6 license under this section may obtain judicial review of such denial,

7 revocation or suspension by filing within ninety days of such
8 refusal, a petition for review thereof in the district court having
9 jurisdiction in the city or town wherein the applicant filed for said

10 license, and a justice of said court, after having heard all of the
11 facts, may direct that a license be issued to an applicant or
12 reinstated to a holder, if he is satisfied that the applicant or holder
13 was not prohibited by law from holding said license and the issuing
14 authority fails to show reasonable grounds for refusing, revoking
15 or suspending said license.”
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