
HOUSE No. 997
By Mr. Marotta of Medford, petition of Angelo Marotta for legisla

tion to establish an advisory board to the Metropolitan District Com
mission. Housing and Urban Development.

Commontoeald) of fflatfstarijugett*

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Two.

An Act to establish an advisory  board  to the  metropolitan

DISTRICT COMMISSION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f  Representatives in General 
Court assembled, and by the authority o f  the same, as follows:

1 Chapter twenty-eight of the General Laws is hereby repealed and
2 inserted in its place is the following new chapter: —

3 CHAPTER 28.

4 Section I. Unless a contrary intent clearly appears, the follow-
5 ing words shall have the following meanings: —
6 Advisory Board: the Advisory Board of the Metropolitan Dis-
7 trict Commission.
8 Commission: the Metropolitan District Commission.
9 Commissioner: the executive or administrative head of the Met-

10 ropolitan District Commission.
11 Metropolitan District Commission: is composed of all the cities
12 and towns which are assessed by any one or more of the three
13 divisions which comprise the Metropolitan District Commission.
14 Said divisions being: Metropolitan Sewerage system or Metropoli-
15 tan Water District or Metropolitan Parks District Reservations
16 and Boulevards.
17 Section 2. Department o f  the Metropolitan District Commis-
18 sion. There shall be in the executive office of environmental affairs
19 a department of the metropolitan district commission. Said de-
20 partment shall be headed by a Commissioner, who shall be assisted
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21 by a deputy commissioner, said commissioner and deputy commis-
22 sioner shall at the time of their appointment be residents of the
23 district over which the commission has jurisdiction; no more than
24 one shall reside in the same city or town. The commissionerand the
25 deputy commissioner shall be appointed by the governor with the
26 approval of the advisory board; and may be removed by a majority
27 vote of the advisory board to the commission.
28 Section 3. Advisory Board. There shall be an advisory board to
29 the metropolitan district commission consisting of the city manag-
30 er in the case of a Plan D or Plan E city, or the mayor of each other
31 city, and the chairman of the board of selectmen of each town or
32 the town manager or administrator in a town which does not havea
33 board of selectmen, or their designee; provided, however, that
34 when a designee has been named, each city and town shall annually
35 in writing file with the commission the name of such designee. Each
36 city and town shall have one vote on the advisory board plus
37 additional votes and fractions thereof determined by multiplying
38 one and one-half times the total number of cities and towns in the
39 jurisdiction of the commission by a fraction of which the numera-
40 tor shall be the total amount of all assessments made by the state
41 treasurer to such city or town for expenses of the commission and
42 the denominator shall be the total amount of all assessments of the
43 commission by the state treasurer to all cities and towns. The total
44 vote of each city and town each year shall be determined by the
45 commission and delivered in writing to the advisory board thirty
46 days after the state treasurer has sent his warrants for payment to
47 the cities and towns. The determination of votes shall be based
48 upon the most recent annual assessment.
49 Member cities and towns of the advisory board may vote only on
50 these matters for which they are assessed by the commission. Said
51 votes shall be based upon their individual and respective assess-
52 ments for each of the three civisions which make up the Metropoli-
53 tan District; and shall be affixed in the same manner as detailed in
54 paragraph one of this section.
55 Whenever the approval of the advisory board is required forthe
56 appointment of the commissioner by the governor, or the action of
57 the commissioner, such approval shall be deemed to have been
58 granted unless the advisory board has or will have communicated
59 its disapproval to the governor or to the commissioner in writing,
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60 within thirty days of such appointment or such action whichever
61 the case may be.
62 Except as otherwise provided by vote of the advisory board, a
63 meeting may be called by the representative or representatives of
64 cities and towns having five per cent or more of the votes of the
65 advisory board. The first meeting of the advisory board shall be
66 held within forty-five days after the passage of this act and its
67 signing by the governor. Meetings of the advisory board thereafter 

{ 68 shall be determined by the board in a manner in keeping with their
69 by-laws. The board shall establish by-laws for its operation. The
70 advisory board shall act by a majority vote, except that it may
71 delegate any of its powers of approval to an executive committee
72 formed and elected pursuant to duly adopted by-laws of the board.
73 The board may, at any time, revoke such delegation; provided that
74 no such executive committee shall be empowered to approve the
75 governor’s appointment.
76 The advisory board may incur expenses, not to exceed forty
77 thousand dollars annually, for staff, stenographic and clerical
78 work, and such expenses shall be paid by the commission.
79 Section 3A. Contracts; Actions o f  the Commission. The con-
80 currence of the commissioner and a majority of the advisory board
81 shall be required for the execution of any contract or contracts, and
82 for any other such actions of the commission, as may be authorized
83 by law, specific or otherwise.
84 Section 3B. Budgets. The commissioner shall determine the op-
85 erating budget of the commission, subject to the approval of the
86 advisory board. The advisory board shall have the power to add to,
87 delete from, or in any way alter, amend, or change any budget
88 submitted to it by the commissioner.
89 Section 4. Salaries, Commissioner and Deputy. The commis-
90 sioner and deputy commissioner of the metropolitan district com-
91 mission shall receive a salary set by the advisory board, and they 

|92 shall devote their full time to the duties of their office.
'''93 Section 4A. Commissioner, Deputy, Powers and Duties. The

94 commissioner and deputy commissioner shall devote their whole
95 time during business hours to work for the commission and shall be
96 responsible for the performance of the departmental functions of
97 the commission as specified by law. The commissioner shall be the
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executive and administrative head of the commission and each 
division or section thereof shall be under his direction, control, and 
supervision. The commission may appoint and remove, subject to 
written notification of the advisory board, such officials and em
ployees as the work of the commission may require including 
officers and members of the police force, and one woman or more 
as special police officers; and may from time to time assign to such 
officials and employees such duties as the work of the commission 
may require, subject to chapters thirty and thirty-one, except as 
provided by chapter five hundred and eighty-three of the acts of 
1947. The commissioner may from time to time, with written 
notification to the advisory board, authorize the deputy commis
sioner to exercise in his name any power or to perform in his name 
any duty which is or shall be assigned to him by any provision of 
law, and may from time to time revoke any such authority; pro
vided that he has filed a written notice of such intent, authoriza
tion, and/ or revocation with the advisory board. The concurrence 
of the commissioner and a majority of the advisory board shall be 
required for the execution of contracts and of other such actions of 
the commission as may be authorized by law.

Section 4B. Secretary; Appointm ent. The commissioner may 
with the approval of the advisory board appoint a secretary, who 
shall be exempt from chapter thirty-one. The secretary will also act 
as secretary for the advisory board at its meeting.

Section 4C. Working Clothes o f  Employees. The commissioner 
shall prescribe work clothes of standard pattern to be furnished at 
the expense of the commonwealth for the use, while on duty, of 
such employees of the sewerage division, the parks division and the 
water division as he may designate.

Section 4D. Civil Engineering Intern Program. With the ap
proval of the advisory board, and the personnel administrator, the 
commissioner may establish in the commission a program of engi
neering internship and may recruit, subject to appropriation, qual
ified persons to serve in the department as civil engineer interns.

The number of persons employed by the commission as civil 
engineer interns shall at no time exceed seven in any fiscal year, nor 
may such civil engineer interns employed by the commission be 
placed in a salary grade higher than that of a junior civil engineerin 
the commission.



1982] H O U SE  -  N o . 997 5

137 No person shall be appointed or employed as a civil engineer
138 intern except upon a written requisition made by the commission-
139 er, upon certification by the personnel administrator and with the
140 approval of the advisory board, from an eligible list prepared in
141 accordance with provisions of chapter 31 and rules made thereund-
142 er, except as thereinafter provided; that the administrator shall
143 establish such eligible list before June first in each calendar year by
144 holding a competitive examination. Such examination shall be
145 open only to persons who, as candidates for a degree of bachelor of
146 science in civil engineering to be awarded in such year, are residents
147 of the commonwealth, and are either enrolled as students in a
148 college within the commonwealth or attending a college of recog-
149 nized standing outside the commonwealth, and to persons who,
150 within the three years next preceeding the date of examination,
151 have been awarded the degree of bachelor of science in civil engi-
152 neering from a college of recognized standing. The eligible list
153 established each year shall expire upon establishment of the eligi-
154 ble list in the following year. No person shall be certified for
155 appointment as a civil engineer intern unless he has been awarded
156 the degree of bachelor of science in civil engineering.
157 Upon appointment as a civil engineer intern, the appointee shall
158 sign an agreement binding him to serve as a civil engineer intern for
159 a minimum of two years unless his employment is sooner terminat-
160 ed upon written notice by the commissioner. It shall be the duty of
161 the commissioner to rotate the assignments of each intern during
162 his period of employment in order that he may acquire diversified
163 experience in the engineering programs of the commission.
164 The names of persons appointed as civil engineer interns shall be
165 entered in order of date of appointment on a list to be known as
166 “Civil Engineer Intern List” in the division of personnel adminis-
167 tration and said list shall be furnished to each member of the
168 advisory board.
169 Upon completion of two years of employment as interns under
170 agreements provided for in this section, persons shall be eligible
171 without further examination for appointment as junior civil engi-
172 neers in the commission. Providing a vacancy exists in said title, 

. 173 and upon the written requisition of the commission, and subject to
174 the approval of the advisory board, the names of such persons shall
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be certified for appointment by the personnel administrator from 
the Civil Engineer Intern List, in accordance with the rules of the 
civil service commission, except that the basis of certification shall 
be the order of appointment of such Civil Engineer Intern List. The 
names of persons on this list who refuse to accept appointment as 
junior civil engineers upon certification shall be removed there
from.

Section 4E. Co-operative Engineering Students Program. The 
commissioner may establish a cooperative engineering program, 
subject to the approval of the advisory board, and may enter into 
agreements with colleges of recognized standing within the com
monwealth, including colleges which have summer programs. 
Such colleges must have an established curriculum leading to a 
degree of bachelor of science in engineering on a so-called cooper
ative basis, contemplating regularly rotating working activity in 
the field of engineering and a period of classroom training. He may 
employ, after written notification to the advisory board, residents 
of the Metropolitan District enrolled as candidates for the degree 
of bachelor of science in civil engineering in any such colleges, or in 
recognized colleges outside the commonwealth, to serve under the 
commission in the position of student engineer, provided that the 
position of student engineer shall be in a grade lower than that of 
junior civil engineer in the commission, and further provided that 
at no time shall the number of persons employed in the commission 
as student engineers exceed eight in any one fiscal year. Upon 
completion of not less than two years as student engineer, a person 
shall be eligible to apply for examination for the civil engineer 
intern program provided for by section four D. Additionally, a 
person so eligible shall graduate with the degree of bachelor of 
science in engineering in that year as set forth in said section four 
D, any other provision of this section notwithstanding. No person 
shall be employed as a student engineer for more than six years.

T his D o c u m en t Has Been P rin ted  O n 100%  R ecy c led  Paper.






