
 

Case Update – North Dartmouth Woman Sentenced for Running Largest Cash Wage Scheme in State History 
North Dartmouth - Aimee King McElroy was sentenced on September 23, 2008 in U.S. District Court to 78 
months imprisonment to be followed by three years of supervised release.   Aimee King McElroy and her hus-
band Daniel McElroy were found guilty in February 2008 of conspiring to defraud the IRS and their workers’ 
compensation insurers, mail fraud and procuring false payroll tax returns.  The pair was convicted of paying 
out more than $40 million in cash wages through their temporary employment agency in order to evade mil-
lions of dollars in tax payments and workers’ compensation insurance premiums.  Aimee King McElroy was 
also ordered to pay $9,103,335 in restitution.  Daniel McElroy had previously been sentenced to 108 months im-
prisonment followed by three years supervised probation and ordered to pay $12,118,592 restitution.  From the 
early 1990s to June 2001, the McElroys operated a temporary employment agency that did business under the 
names Dan Agency, the Daily Agency, Daily A. King Labor, Inc., Pro Temp. Company, PTC and Precission (sic) 
Temp. Corp.  To avoid paying employment taxes and to fraudulently reduce the businesses’ insurance premi-
ums for workers’ compensation insurance, the McElroys arranged to pay a large share of the businesses’ payroll 
in cash.  In excess of $43 million in unreported cash was paid out to employees as a result of the scheme.  This 
represents the largest under-the-table payroll scheme ever prosecuted in Massachusetts.  The hidden payroll 
resulted in a loss of approximately $10 million to the IRS and approximately $7 million to workers’ compensa-
tion insurance companies.  The case was investigated by the Internal Revenue Service, Criminal Investigation—
Boston Field Office and the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Boston Field Division, with assistance from the IFB.  
Assistant U.S. Attorneys Jonathan F. Mitchell and Sarah E. Walters of United States Attorney Michael Sullivan’s 
Economic Crimes Unit prosecuted the case. 
 

NH Man Arraigned on Insurance Fraud Charges 
Woburn - Michael Kazanjian was arraigned on August 14, 2008 in Middlesex Superior Court on charges of pro-
viding a false statement to agencies and public instrumentalities departments, attempted larceny by false pre-
tenses, and failure to maintain workers' compensation insurance.  In December 2005 Kazanjian allegedly inten-
tionally altered his certificate of insurance to include a workers' compensation plan that he did not have because 
it was a requirement to contract work with the City of Lowell.  Investigation determined that during the prior 
2004-2005 season, Kazanjian obtained a snow plowing contract with the City of Lowell and was paid over 
$100,000.  Kazanjian is alleged to have attempted to renew this contact for the 2005-2006 season, even though the 
City of Lowell requires its contractors to obtain workers' compensation insurance, which Kazanjian did not have 

at the time. The investigation ultimately revealed 
that Kazanjian knowingly altered a certificate of in-
surance to include proof of workers' compensation 
and sent it to the City of Lowell.  In addition, it was 
found that Kazanjian had worked for several 
months of the 2004-2005 season without active 
workers' compensation insurance.  The case is being 
prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Elisha 
Willis of the Office of Middlesex County District 
Attorney Gerry Leone. 
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Look Out for Falling Objects 
Gloucester- Joseph Foley pleaded guilty to insurance fraud and attempted 
larceny on September 15, 2008 in Gloucester District Court.  He was sen-
tenced to one year probation on each charge, sentences to run concurrently.  
On February 14, 2007, Foley filed a claim with Travelers Insurance Com-
pany reporting that on November 28, 2006 he was struck by a block of 
wood as it fell from the roof of Jazzy Joe’s Bar in Gloucester during a con-
struction project.  Foley claimed that he sustained head and neck injuries 
and was unable to work as a result of the incident.  While processing 
Foley’s claim, Travelers obtained a surveillance video from a security cam-
era mounted on the building which showed the block of wood falling from 
the roof, completely missing Foley.  This case was prosecuted by Assistant 
Attorney General Jeremy Eisemann of Attorney General Martha Coakley’s 
Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division. 
 

Case Update - Brockton Man Arraigned for Alleged W/C Fraud 
Brockton- The case against a Brockton man was continued without a find-
ing on October 23, 2008 for three years.  He was ordered to pay $3,500 resti-
tution.  He had been charged with workers’ compensation fraud and lar-
ceny.  The Brockton man sustained a left ankle injury on May 5, 2005 dur-
ing the course of his employment as a subcontractor and collected tempo-
rary total workers’ compensation benefits from May 11, 2005 through 
March 28, 2006 from AIG Insurance Company.  Investigation revealed that 
he was paid $26,000 for the contract work completed on two construction 
jobs during the time period in which he reported he was not working.  As-
sistant Attorney General Stephen Adams of the AG’s Insurance and Unem-
ployment Fraud Division prosecuted the case. 

 

Peabody Painting Company Pleads Guilty to Failure to Obtain  
Workers’ Compensation Coverage  
Peabody—Olympic Painting and Roofing Co., Inc. (Olympic) pleaded 
guilty on August 6, 2008 to failure to obtain a workers’ compensation insur-
ance policy to properly protect its workers.  Olympic agreed to pay a fine of 
$1,000 and is debarred from performing any public work for a period of 
three years.  Company owner George Vasiliades and Olympic agreed to 
pay over $48,700 in restitution to 69 affected employees and nearly $10,300 
in penalties for numerous violations including misclassification of workers 
as independent contractors, failure to properly pay workers and failure to 
pay overtime.  An audit of company payroll records showed that Vasiliades 
and Olympic had failed to pay 69 employees a total of $48,500 in overtime 
for work performed throughout 2006.  Investigators also discovered that 
during the period of January 2005 through November 2005, Vasiliades mis-
classified numerous employees as independent contractors.  In April 2006, 
the company also failed to pay one employee nearly $300 in wages.  Au-
thorities also discovered that the company had failed to obtain a workers’ 
compensation insurance policy for calendar year 2005.   The case was han-
dled by Assistant Attorney General Bruce Trager of Attorney General Mar-
tha Coakley’s Fair Labor Division. 
 

Helping Hands 



 November 2008                                                              focusFraud                                                                                   3              

      
 
Carver Man Allegedly Reports Duplicate Vandalism Claims 
Carver – On October 14, 2008 complaints were issued in Wareham District Court against a Carver man on 
charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud, attempt to commit a crime and false report of a crime.  The Carver 
man reported alleged vandalism to his 2007 Harley Davidson FLHX on July 6, 2008 and alleged the vandalism to 
the motorcycle occurred while parked in his garage.  Police were called to the scene and photographed the dam-
aged motorcycle.  After the report of vandalism, the man allegedly questioned his insurance agent regarding the 
coverage for the motorcycle and subsequently added appropriate coverage to his OneBeacon Insurance Com-
pany policy that would cover the vandalism damages.  Several days later, the Carver man reported to OneBea-
con Insurance the alleged vandalism to his motorcycle which he then reported as occurring on July 9, 2008.  The 
man also reported a second vandalism claim to police with a loss date of July 9; both reports claimed the same 
alleged damages.  This case is being prosecuted by the Office of Plymouth County District Attorney Timothy 
Cruz. 
 

Three Subjects Arraigned on Motor Vehicle Insurance Fraud Charges in Worcester District Court 
Worcester – Three individuals were arraigned on September 9, 2008 in Worcester District Court on motor vehi-
cle insurance fraud, larceny, and conspiracy to commit insurance fraud charges.  A Randolph woman reported 
that her son was driving her 2001 BMW on September 29, 2004 when a 1999 Volkswagen driven by a Braintree 
man collided with the BMW.  The son allegedly stated to an Encompass Insurance Company adjuster that he 
was the only driver of the BMW and that the vehicle was garaged in Dorchester.  The Encompass insurance pol-
icy listed the BMW as garaged in Randolph and the woman as the primary driver.  As a result of the garaging 
change, the woman allegedly avoided over $1,000 in premium per year.  In addition to the garaging issue re-
lated to the claim, an accident reconstruction determined that there was insufficient contact between the two 
vehicles to cause the heavy damage involved and that the reported damage to the BMW was not related to an 
accident, but was deliberately caused by a blunt object.  Despite heavy damage to both vehicles, no police or am-
bulance were called to the accident scene.  Commerce Insurance Company insured the Volkswagen.  The case is 
being prosecuted by Assistant Attorney General Jeremy Eisemann of the AG’s Insurance and Unemployment 
Fraud Division. 
 

Case Update - Wakefield Father and Son Allegedly Add Jump-In Passengers  
Wakefield – The cases against a Wakefield father and son were continued without a finding for one year on Oc-
tober 7, 2008 in Salem District Court.  The father was ordered to pay $2,852 restitution; the son was ordered to 
pay $2,000 restitution.  Each had been charged with two counts of motor vehicle insurance fraud, two counts of 
larceny and one count of conspiracy.  On August 9, 2004 the son rented a Ford Taurus.  On that same day he was 
involved in a motor vehicle accident when he struck another vehicle.  The son filed an insurance claim with Lib-
erty Mutual Insurance Company alleging that two younger brothers were also in the vehicle at the time of the 
accident.  All claimed alleged injuries from the collision.  The father filled out and signed PIP applications on 
behalf of his two minor sons.   After a witness and a police officer called to the scene observed only the older son 
in the vehicle and at the accident scene, the father stated that he had picked up his two minor sons at the acci-
dent prior to the arrival of police.  Assistant Attorney General Joshua Pakstis of the AG’s Insurance and Unem-
ployment Fraud Division prosecuted the case. 
 

Trio Arraigned on Charges of Motor Vehicle Insurance Fraud 
Stoughton - Ronn Bravetti, Mary Muraca-Parker and David Cross were arraigned on September 18, 2008 in 
Stoughton District Court in connection with allegedly staging a motor vehicle theft.  Bravetti was charged with 
motor vehicle insurance fraud, attempt to commit a crime, conspiracy and false report of a motor vehicle theft. 
Muraca-Parker and Cross were each charged with motor vehicle insurance fraud, attempt to commit a crime and 
conspiracy.  In March 2007, Bravetti and his girlfriend Muraca-Parker reported to Sharon police the alleged theft 
of Bravetti's 2005 Ford F350 truck from a movie theater parking lot.  The next day, Bravetti allegedly initiated an 
insurance claim with MetLife Auto & Home.  Investigation revealed that in an effort to avoid having his truck 
listed as an asset and to cease further payments, Bravetti had allegedly put his truck up for sale on consignment 
at a car dealership in West Bridgewater. Cross, a salesman at the dealership, allegedly attempted to sell the truck 
on behalf of Bravetti, but was not successful.  Cross then allegedly suggested that Bravetti file a stolen vehicle 
claim with his insurer. In April 2007, Bravetti’s truck was recovered at the home of another salesman at the deal-
ership.  The case is being prosecuted by Assistant Attorney General Joshua Pakstis of the AG’s Insurance and 
Unemployment Fraud Division. 

Automobile Insurance Fraud  
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Automobile Insurance Fraud continued 
Haverhill Man Pleads Guilty to Motor Vehicle Insurance Fraud 
Haverhill – A Haverhill man pleaded guilty on September 11, 2008 to burning a motor vehicle to defraud an in-
surer, motor vehicle insurance fraud and false report of a motor vehicle theft.  He was sentenced to serve two 
years in the House of Correction.  The man reported the alleged theft of his Chevrolet S10 Blazer on August 23, 
2002.  The Blazer had been recovered burned prior to the submitted report of theft.  The Haverhill man claimed 
that he left the Blazer at a friend’s house while he drove his other vehicle to Foxwoods.  Investigation com-
menced after an informant reported that the man allegedly paid $50 to his nephew to take the vehicle and burn 
it.  The case was prosecuted in Haverhill District Court by an Essex County assistant district attorney. 
 

Mattapan Man Arraigned on Charges of Motor Vehicle Insurance Fraud, Identity Theft and Perjury 
Mattapan - Raymond DeGraca was arraigned on September 5, 2008 in Suffolk Superior Court on charges he 
falsely procured insurance under a false identity, reported a false motor vehicle accident and lied under oath. 
DeGraca was charged with ten counts of identity theft, four counts of perjury, two counts of false name/Social 
Security to law enforcement and one count each motor vehicle insurance fraud, larceny, attempted larceny, and 
making a false statement on a motor vehicle registration application. In an effort to obtain auto insurance in Oc-
tober 2002, and despite having a suspended license, DeGraca allegedly assumed the identity of his brother with-
out his permission. DeGraca allegedly used a Rhode Island license containing his brother’s information and De-
Graca’s picture. DeGraca allegedly used the identification to falsely register his own car and procure an insur-
ance policy in Revere, MA. In March 2003, DeGraca allegedly submitted a false motor vehicle accident claim to 
his insurer, Amica Mutual Insurance Company, for an alleged accident in Revere. DeGraca used his brother’s 
name to falsely claim that his vehicle was hit by another driver. The other driver involved in the alleged accident 
reported the incident to his insurer, Liberty Mutual Insurance Company, indicating that no accident had oc-
curred. Following the alleged accident DeGraca and one of his passengers filed personal injury claims and 
sought medical treatment. In June 2003, Liberty Mutual determined that DeGraca’s claim was false. During the 
investigation of this incident, Amica Mutual discovered DeGraca’s true identity based on the result of a finger-
print comparison to an unrelated auto accident in April 2003. All insurance claims filed by DeGraca in regards to 
the alleged accident were ultimately dismissed by both insurers. Further investigation revealed that while on 
probation for an unrelated case DeGraca allegedly used his brother’s identity and Social Security number on 
separate occasions in Roxbury and Dorchester District Courts in 2004 and 2005. DeGraca is now being charged 
with perjury, providing a false name to law enforcement, and identity theft in regards to these separate court 
appearances.  The case is being prosecuted by Assistant Attorney General Michael J. Walsh of the AG’s Insur-
ance and Unemployment Fraud Division.   

Peabody Man Indicted in Connection with Allegedly Committing Insurance Fraud 
Peabody – An Essex County Grand Jury returned indictments on September 19, 2008 against Tyler Parrish in 
connection with filing false motor vehicle insurance and personal property claims, forgery of a police report, 
larceny and filing false police reports.  Tyler was charged with four counts of larceny, two counts of motor vehi-
cle insurance fraud, three counts of filing a false police report and one count each attempted larceny, forgery, 
uttering and insurance fraud.  In July 2007, Parrish added rental insurance coverage to his Arbella Mutual Insur-
ance Company policy for his personal motor vehicle.  Investigators learned that Parrish then called Arbella an 
hour later stating that he had been in an accident between his car and another motor vehicle.  A few days later, 
prior to his vehicle being repaired, Parrish allegedly filed a fraudulent vandalism claim with Arbella and a false 
police report for vandalism that occurred on his vehicle.  Investigation revealed that Parrish had allegedly mis-
reported the time of the motor vehicle accident in order to gain a rental car.  Investigation also revealed that Par-
rish had allegedly vandalized his vehicle in an attempt to have it deemed a total loss.  In addition, a review of 
Parrish’s past claims with insurance companies and banks revealed that in May 2007 Parrish filed a false report 
claiming an engagement ring he had purchased was stolen on his way to a dinner.  Parrish allegedly submitted 
a forged police report in order to support his fraudulent insurance claim for the engagement ring.  Investigators 
also discovered that on two separate occasions Parrish falsely reported that his ATM card had been stolen and 
that the thieves had made withdrawals on his bank accounts.  The case is being prosecuted by Assistant Attor-
ney General Michael Walsh of the AG’s Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division. 
 

Multi-Lines Insurance Fraud  
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Multi-Lines Insurance Fraud continued 
Boston Man Indicted on Charges of Insurance Fraud and Attempted Larceny 
Boston- David Fioravanti was indicted on September 30, 2008 in Suffolk Superior Court on five counts of motor 
vehicle insurance fraud, two counts of insurance fraud, and one count each larceny, attempted larceny and mak-
ing a false statement on a motor vehicle registration.  In May 2002, Fioravanti purchased an insurance policy 
with Chubb Insurance Company to insure $63,000 worth of jewelry that he owned. In February 2003, Fioravanti 
filed a police report alleging that his apartment was broken into and that all of the insured jewelry was stolen. 
One of the pieces of jewelry Fioravanti claimed was stolen was his wife’s engagement ring. Based upon Fiora-
vanti’s police report, Chubb paid the entire $63,000 claim. None of the stolen jewelry was ever reported to be 
recovered. Investigation revealed that in December 2003 Fioravanti purchased another insurance policy from 
Vermont Mutual Insurance Company and insured all of the same jewelry he claimed had been stolen from his 
apartment in February 2003. Fioravanti also allegedly insured the engagement ring he claimed was stolen, yet 
this time he claimed it was worth $10,000 more than the original appraisal. When Vermont Mutual learned of 
the claim that had already paid out to Fioravanti, they cancelled his policy. Investigators then discovered that in 
October 2004, Fioravanti purchased another insurance policy from OneBeacon Insurance and insured the same 
jewelry he had previously listed plus additional items. During the course of the investigation, investigators dis-
covered that Fioravanti also had motor vehicle insurance policies with Arbella Mutual Insurance Company. All 
of the auto insurance policies issued to Fioravanti listed his mother’s address in Marshfield as the address where 
his car is registered. However, investigation revealed that Fioravanti actually lives in Boston and that he fraudu-
lently registered and insured his automobiles at the Marshfield address.  The case is being prosecuted by Assis-
tant Attorney General Audrey Cosgrove of the AG’s Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division. 

Case Update – Walpole Lawyer, His Business and Business Associate Arraigned on Insurance Fraud Charges 
Walpole – On September 25, 2008 Bruce Namenson pleaded guilty in Suffolk Superior Court to 22 counts of mo-
tor vehicle insurance fraud, 22 counts of conspiracy to commit motor vehicle insurance fraud, 35 counts of lar-
ceny, eleven counts of conspiracy to commit larceny, larceny from a person over the age of 60, conspiracy to 
commit larceny from a person over the age of 60, three counts of embezzlement, three counts of conspiracy to 
commit embezzlement, 19 counts of forgery, 19 counts of uttering, two counts of conspiracy to commit uttering 
and two counts of attempted larceny. Namenson was sentenced to serve 5 years in the House of Correction to be 
followed by 10 years of probation. As part of his probation, Namenson must repay over $600,000 in restitution. 
He is also prohibited from practicing law and being employed in any position in the legal profession during his 
10 year probationary period. On October 30, 2008, Gerald Schena, Namenson’s business associate, pleaded 
guilty to 22 counts of motor vehicle insurance fraud, 22 counts of conspiracy to commit motor vehicle insurance 
fraud, 59 counts of larceny, eleven counts of larceny from a person over the age of 60, conspiracy to commit lar-
ceny from a person over the age of 60, three counts of embezzlement, 44 counts of forgery, two counts of con-
spiracy to commit embezzlement, 44 counts of uttering, two counts of conspiracy to commit uttering, three 
counts of identity fraud, credit card fraud, practicing law without a license and three counts of attempted lar-
ceny.  Schena was sentenced to serve five years in the House of Correction, to be followed by 10 years probation.  
As part of his probation, Schena must repay over $500,000 in restitution.  Investigators discovered that from 
April 2004 through November 2005, Schena, with help from Namenson, managed physical therapy and chiro-
practic businesses in Boston. Namenson provided the patients to Schena, who were also Namenson’s clients 
who had been injured in car accidents. Schena altered medical treatment notes of chiropractors and physical 
therapists, making it appear as though Namenson’s clients were treated more times than they actually were.  
The men also submitted claims that asserted some clients were treated who were actually never treated at all.    
They also over-billed insurance companies and Namenson made bodily injury claims against insurance compa-
nies based on the fraudulently altered notes and inflated bills.  For some of the claims, the men forged clients’ 
signatures purporting to release insurance companies from future claims in return for agreeing to bodily injury 
settlements; forged clients’ signatures on the settlement checks; and kept the settlement funds without providing 
the clients with a portion of the money.  The case was prosecuted by Assistant Attorney General Brendan 
O’Shea of the Attorney General’s Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division. 

Provider Fraud  
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Boston CIFI 
 

A Dorchester man pleaded guilty in Roxbury District Court on August 12, 2008 to motor vehicle insurance 
fraud.  He was sentenced to serve one year in the House of Correction.   On October 23, 2002, the Dorchester 
man reported to police and Commerce Insurance Company that while driving his 1989 Honda Accord a GMC 
Envoy allegedly ran a red light and struck his vehicle.  The Dorchester man claimed that his cousin was a pas-
senger in his Honda at the time of the accident and both alleged injuries sustained in the accident.  A forensic 
analysis of the two vehicles concluded there was no reciprocal damage and that the vehicles had not collided.   
 

The Boston task force is assisted by Boston Police Det. Steven Blair.  Community Insurance Fraud Initiative (CIFI) cases 
are prosecuted by Suffolk County assistant district attorneys and assistant attorneys general from the AG’s Insurance and 
Unemployment Fraud Division. 
 

Brockton CIFI 
 

Complaints were issued on October 3, 2008 against three subjects on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud, 
attempt to commit a crime and conspiracy.  A Brockton woman reported to Safety Insurance Company that on 
March 7, 2003, while operating a friend’s 1991 Honda Civic, she was allegedly rear-ended by a Ford Taurus.  
She listed two friends as passengers in the Honda who claimed alleged injuries from the accident.  Investigation 
revealed that the Ford Taurus had been involved in a total fire loss on the same day and prior to the reported 
accident.  Furthermore a vehicle analysis determined that the damages to the Honda were not consistent with 
being struck by another vehicle.   
 

The Brockton task force is assisted by Brockton Police Det. John Lonergan.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by the Office of Ply-
mouth County District Attorney Timothy Cruz. 
 

Lawrence CIFI 
 

Eduardo Moreta was charged with motor vehicle insurance fraud, attempt to commit a crime and false report of 
a motor vehicle theft on October 16, 2008. Moreta reported to police and Plymouth Rock Assurance Company 
the alleged theft of his 1997 Honda Civic on July 6, 2008.  Prior to the report of alleged theft, police responded to 
a call of a hit-and-run motor vehicle accident. Moreta’s cousin, who was near the accident scene when police 
arrived, allegedly stated to police that Moreta was the driver of the Civic at the time of the accident, was drunk 
and had been speeding when he struck a fence. All other passengers in the vehicle at the time of the accident 
allegedly left the scene before police arrived. Moreta, although confronted by police with information that the 
vehicle had not been stolen as reported, still made a claim to Plymouth Rock alleging the theft.  
 

The Lawrence task force is assisted by Lawrence Police Det. Sgt. Michael Simard and Det. Ryan Guthrie.  CIFI cases are 
prosecuted by Essex County Assistant District Attorneys James Gubitose, Greg Friedholm and Maura Officer. 
 

Lowell CIFI 
 

Three Lowell defendants were arraigned in Middlesex Superior Court on July 31, 2008 on a total of 21 counts of  
insurance fraud-related charges.  A Lowell woman was involved in two motor vehicle accidents, June 20, 2006 
and June 22, 2006, while operating her 2004 Honda Civic EX.  One of the male defendants was an alleged pas-
senger in both accidents; the other defendant was an alleged passenger in the June 22, 2006 accident.  All alleged 
occupants of the vehicle reported injuries sustained in the accidents and sought treatment.  Witnesses at the ac-
cident scenes reported that the two men were not present during the accidents.    
 

On September 10, 2008 a Lowell man pleaded guilty to motor vehicle insurance fraud and conspiracy.  He was 
sentenced to 2 ½ years in the House of Correction, eight months to serve, with the balance suspended for two 
years.  The Lowell man is one of the subjects indicted for their roles in a Lowell staged automobile ring.  
 

The Lowell task force is assisted by Lowell Police Det. James Latham.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by Middlesex County As-
sistant District Attorney Elisha Willis. 
 
 
 
  

Community Insurance Fraud Initiatives Highlights  
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Lynn CIFI 
 

On August 21, 2008, a Melrose woman was found guilty in Lynn District Court of one count of motor vehicle 
insurance fraud.  She was placed on probation for one year and ordered to pay $655 restitution.  The woman 
reported to police and Arbella Insurance Company that on February 25, 2007 she parked her 2003 Lexus in front 
of her father’s Lynn home and, while parked, it was struck in a hit-and-run accident.  The woman claimed the 
vehicle was undamaged prior to the hit-and-run and that her father was the owner of the Lexus.  An accident 
reconstruction determined the Lexus was damaged in two separate incidents.  Investigation also revealed that 
the woman was the owner of the Lexus and she used her father’s Lynn address when insuring the vehicle.   
 

The Lynn task force is assisted by Lynn Police Officer Robert LeBlanc.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by Essex County Assis-
tant District Attorney Roy Bjorlin III. 
 

New Bedford/Fall River CIFI 
 

The case against a Fall River man was continued without a finding for one year on July 24, 2008 on a charge of 
larceny by false pretenses.  The man reported to MetLife Auto & Home the alleged theft of his 1994 Mitsubishi 
Diamante ES from in front of his home on December 8, 2003.  The vehicle was recovered a few blocks away in a 
parking lot on December 10, 2003.  The man claimed that the vehicle was locked and he was in possession of all 
keys.  A forensic analysis of the vehicle determined there was no forced entry and that the proper key had been 
used to operate the vehicle.   
 

The New Bedford/Fall River task force is assisted by New Bedford Police Det. Bill Westgate and Fall River Police Det. An-
drew Desrosiers.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by the Office of Bristol County District Attorney C. Samuel Sutter.  
 

Randolph CIFI 
 

Lawrence Chesarone and Eddie Gonzalez were each charged on August 6, 2008 with burning a motor vehicle 
to defraud the insurer and conspiracy for their alleged roles in staging the theft and burning of a 2003 GMC Si-
erra owned by Chesarone. Chesarone stated to Arbella Mutual Insurance Company that the vehicle was locked 
and he was in possession of all keys to the vehicle at the time of the alleged July 26, 2003 theft from the 
Randolph commuter rail parking lot.  Later the same day, the Brockton Fire Department responded to a passen-
ger vehicle fire which was the 2003 GMC Sierra.  Gonzalez allegedly admitted that Chesarone offered him 
money to burn the truck. 
 

The Randolph task force is assisted by Randolph Police Det. Sgt. David Avery and Det. Melissa McCormack.  CIFI cases 
are prosecuted by Norfolk County Assistant District Attorney Joshua Katz. 
 

Revere CIFI 
 

The cases against a Revere father and son were continued without a finding for six months on September 26, 
2008.  The father, while operating his 1995 BMW 325i on May 1, 2007, was involved in a motor vehicle accident 
when he struck an unoccupied parked Revere police department vehicle.  The BMW sustained major damage to 
its left front as a result of the accident.  The father’s auto insurance coverage had been cancelled the previous 
day due to non-payment of premium.  The father claimed that at the time of the accident the vehicle had a 
“repair plate” affixed to it and the vehicle would have been covered under the garage keeper’s liability policy.  
His son is the owner of the repair shop which provided the repair plate.  The officer at the scene of the accident 
stated that he did not observe a repair plate on the BMW.   
 

The Revere task force is assisted by Revere Police Officer Pat Hartigan.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by Suffolk County Assis-
tant District Attorney Ellen Bisson. 
 

Springfield/Holyoke CIFI 
 

On October 6, 2008 a Springfield man admitted to sufficient facts on charges of motor vehicle insurance fraud, 
false report of a crime and attempt to commit a crime and the charges were continued without a finding for one 
year.  He was ordered to pay $2,500 restitution.  The man and his girlfriend claimed to Travelers of MA that 

(Continued on page 8) 
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they were in his parked 1994 Honda Accord when a red van sideswiped the vehicle and left the scene of the ac-
cident.  Both claimed injuries sustained by the sideswipe contact.  The damage to the Honda was reported as 
occurring from rear to front.  An accident analysis of the Honda determined that the damage was consistent 
with brushing against a stationary object under three feet tall and was from front to rear.   
 

The Springfield/Holyoke task force is assisted by Springfield and Holyoke police officers.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by 
Hampden County Assistant District Attorney John A. Compton, Jr.  
 

Worcester CIFI 
 

On October 21, 2008, Eric Bonnette pleaded guilty in Worcester Superior Court to two counts of motor vehicle 
insurance fraud, four counts of conspiracy to commit motor vehicle insurance fraud and one count of assault 
and battery. Bonnette was sentenced to three years in state prison on the charges of motor vehicle insurance 
fraud and two and a half years in the House of Correction, suspended for five years, on the charge of assault and 
battery; sentences to run concurrent. Bonnette had been charged with co-defendants Mercy Encarnacion and 
Damaris Matos, who have previously pleaded guilty and were sentenced to serve six months in the House of 
Correction.  On various dates in May 2004, Bonnette, Encarnacion and Matos recruited individuals to participate 
in staged motor vehicle accidents. These individuals would then file fraudulent insurance claims against their 
auto insurance carriers for injuries they claimed to have received in these accidents and for lost wages due to 
their injuries. On one occasion, Bonnette was involved in a physical altercation with one of the individuals that 
participated in a staged accident but later did not want to file a false insurance claim.  The case was prosecuted 
by Assistant Attorney General William Freeman of the AG’s Insurance and Unemployment Fraud Division. 
 

The Worcester task force is assisted by Worcester Police Det. Scott Blakeney.  CIFI cases are prosecuted by Worcester 
County Assistant District Attorneys John O’Leary and Jason Lemieux. 

(Continued from page 7) 


