
Welcome to the inaugural issue of In
Common, UMass Extension's quarterly
newsletter.

With In Common, we hope to reach
those whom we serve directly, those
who are our partners, those who help
provide our resources, and those who
benefit from them. We will take you
places you may have overlooked, and
introduce you to people you might
not otherwise have encountered. We
plan to focus specifically on those
who are tied in various ways to
Extension's land grant mission, which
is to work for the common good
through the practical application of
the research and academic resources
of the University in communities
across the Commonwealth. Each issue
will present a feature story as well as
several shorter, lighter, and some-
times unusual stories about the
People, Places and Things that make
UMass Extension what it is.

Our inaugural summer feature focuses
on one of the jewels of summer in
New England—Sweet Corn—and on
the pioneering efforts of one farmer
to reduce pesticide use through
Integrated Pest Management. Mario
Marini approaches his life and his
farming with energy, generosity, and 
a sense of adventure, spurring on 
fascinating projects and fascinating
people, including his son and partner
Michael, a recent graduate of the
University of Delaware.

We hope you enjoy In Common, and
come away having learned something
new. We certainly have.

EVEN OFF SEASON, with clumps of
snow clinging to the frozen ruts, it’s
clear that something really important is
happening at Marini Farms in Ipswich.

It could be the care and attention that
Michael Marini is lavishing on the
flower seedlings out in the greenhouse.
Or maybe it’s the focus with which
IPM consultant Jim Mussoni is
inspecting the young plants for evi-
dence of aphids. Or maybe it’s the
head of operation himself, Mario
Marini, calling out to both his son and
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Mussoni, barely finishing one observa-
tion, before he is on to the next one . . .
his next plan . . . his next idea.

Could be, but that’s only part of it. It
isn’t until you’ve been there a few
hours, and perhaps driven around town
a little, out to Route 1 and back, and
walked around the grounds, and then
sat down for a spell in the Marini
kitchen, that you begin to realize that
the most important thing happening at
the Marini Farms may be nothing
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Afghan assistance
On the heels of receiving a special citation
from Governor Jane Swift, Erin Rosen-Watson
of Natick was a runner up for the Prudential
Spirit of the Commonwealth Award.

Rarely, if ever, have 4-H community
service projects found their way into so
many homes, and eased so many trou-
bled hearts.

Erin Rosen-Watson, 15, of Natick,
began what has come to be known as
Erin’s Afghans in October 2000. Since
then, she and her expanding group of
collaborators have delivered two thou-
sand personalized afghans to children
entering the foster care system.

The project was so universally
embraced (and the afghans so dearly
appreciated) that Erin started a second
project in June 2001. The Essential
Care Packet Project (ECPP) has pro-
vided 2425 carrying bags to children
when they enter foster care. Each bag
contains essential toiletries, a book and
a stuffed animal.

Anyone who has ever been in, or
worked with, the foster care system
knows intimately just how terrifying it
is for a child to be removed from his or
her home, and how profoundly com-
forting these simple gifts can be. Many
children arrive in foster placements in
the middle of the night, with little or
no warning and no possessions.

Compassion is only one essential ingre-
dient in the success of Erin’s projects.
The other is the ability to organize,
manage, and motivate. Churches,
sewing groups, scout troops, other

civic organizations, and businesses have
all scrambled to contribute time, ener-
gy, craft skills, raw material, and mer-
chandise for the two projects.
Backpacks, Beanie Babies, toothpaste,
afghan squares and dozens of other
items and services have been donated

just in the past month. Erin and her
mother then personally pack and check
everything before making deliveries to
DSS for distribution throughout the
state.

“I used to say that I spent about two
hours a day on my projects, but this
month it was much more. It was more
like a full time job,” she noted recently.

For a complete rundown of Erin’s cur-
rent wish list for donations, check in
with her at Afghanerin@AOL.com. ■

People

Soft-sell health
Extension’s Deanna Williams and Sarifa Khan 
use the “soft-sell” in spreading the word on
healthful eating.

Recently, more than 150 folks sampled
chicken and rice, taco salad, and pyra-
mid sundaes—among other dishes that
Deanna and Sarifa were serving in 
conjunction with the Liberty Crossing
housing program at the Springfield
YMCA.

The food was great, and people lined 
up for seconds—including Y staffers,
exercisers, and Liberty Crossing resi-
dents. But with every dish they offered,
Deanna and Sarifa just “mentioned”
that Extension’s Nutrition Education
Program runs workshops on how to eat
more healthful food and save money at
the same time. No lectures, no unsol-
icited advice. They just mentioned it.

“The best way to get people involved in
nutrition is on their own terms,” notes
Deanna. “Everybody is a little cautious.
They think we’re going to be in their
face, saying you have to eat this, you
can’t eat that, you’re unhealthy.” The
only catch is that unless you sign up for
the workshops, you don’t get the recipe.

“Everybody asked for the recipes, but 
I tell them ‘No way! You have to take
the program.’” ■
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Mussel, and three other species of
freshwater mussels.

The walk was aimed at building inter-
est in a June 15 workshop that helped
owners of the land in the area examine
all the alternatives available to them as
good stewards. About 1000 acres are
already under protection. 

The Walkabout was particularly effective
in showcasing the ways in which
Extension supports a local, grassroots
organization in very practical and
direct ways—something that was not
lost on Peter Kocot or the press. The
next week, Rep. Kocot, long involved
in both enjoying and protecting the
environmental integrity of the area,
presented his account of the outing to
a group of area political activists. And
The Recorder, the daily newspaper serving
Franklin County, decided to make the
Greater Mill River the focus of one seg-
ment in a five-part series on watersheds.

More than two-dozen landowners
turned out on June 15 to talk about a
whole range of conservation options,
approaches to forest management, log-
ging and forestry, and forest stewardship.

“Without the landowners, we can’t do
anything,” noted the Coalition’s Jesse
Bellemare. “We’re the vehicle for look-
ing at the options and obstacles. We
want to move now, rather than react-
ing to a crisis. We simply don’t want to
get 10 or 20 years down the line and
realize that it’s too late.” ■

WHAT: The Greater Mill River Watershed:
0,000 acres, 85-percent of which is forested.

WHERE: Six Franklin and Hampshire County
illtowns.

WHO: Home to over 20 threatened species,
ncluding nine of the state’s 12 rare mussels.

WHY: Landowners are being rallied around
evelopment issues before they get hot.

WHEN: Development heats up literally
vernight.

Nobody actually started singing the
classic Joni Mitchell song, but it lin-
gered in the air all afternoon, like the
call of a Scarlet Tanager that was shin-
ng from the top of an old oak tree in
Conway. That was where state Rep.
Peter Kocot joined environmental writ-
ers from area newspapers, along with
epresentatives of the Greater Mill

River Coalition, Extension’s Natural
Resources and Environmental
Conservation Program, and the Mass.
Department of Environmental
Management for what amounted to a
ate spring “walkabout” in the Greater
Mill River corridor.

From Northampton’s Fitzgerald Lake
n the south to the Deerfield River in
Conway to the north, the Greater Mill
River Watershed encompasses two
ivers and 30,000 largely contiguous

acres, skirting (and in some cases over-
apping) areas that have undergone
ntense development pressure in the
past two decades.
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It was an easygoing event, as NREC
director Scott Jackson waded around
in the swampy underbrush and
NREC’s Laurie Sanders, host of the
highly acclaimed public radio segment
“Field Notes,” pointed out Finger Nail
Clams among the bustling life forms
scooped from a vernal pool.

The message of the “Walk About the
Woods” tour, though, was anything
but easygoing. The stakes are high,
according to the Coalition’s Jesse
Bellemare, who noted that the 
watershed supplies reservoirs for
Northampton, Deerfield and Hatfield.
As the group got a firsthand look at
the impressive biodiversity of the corri-
dor, Jesse also explained that the area is
home to a number of rare species listed
by the state and federal government for
protection including the Dwarf Wedge

“You don’t know what you’ve got till it’s gone…“

Places The Mill River Watershed



The new activists
Looking for the next generation of environ-
mental activists? More than 100 of them
assembled at UMass Amherst on March 29 for
UMass Extension’s annual Earth Connection
conference.

As in each of the past six years, there
were workshops on everything from
the latest legislative recycling initia-
tives, to writing in and about the out-
doors. Several things distinguished this
year’s event, however,
according to coordinator
Will Snyder. Earth
Connection was short-
ened from two days to
one, and college stu-
dents were officially
invited for the first time.

“I think the strength of
the program this year
had a lot to do with the
strong support we got
from those who are particularly inter-
ested in environmental justice,” says
Snyder.

Also significant, notes Snyder, was the
participation of visitors from UMass
Lowell and UMass Dartmouth who are
hoping to launch a joint effort to reach
out to high school students about
environmental issues. ■

Hunger to Health
Nearly a third of the state’s population is inse-
cure, at some point, about having enough to
eat. People whose income is at twice the
poverty level are experiencing hunger. One
out of six children in the state is living beneath
the poverty level. Impossible?

Unfortunately not, according to
Hunger to Health: Portraits Across
Massachusetts, a new booklet published
by UMass Extension’s Nutrition

Education Program
(NEP). However, the
real focus of Hunger to
Health is a message of
hope, courage and pos-
sibilities, according to
NEP director Lisa
Sullivan-Werner.

“We tell three particu-
larly poignant stories
about people who are
struggling to eat well,

and who are succeeding,” notes
Sullivan-Werner.

The booklet got a big boost when
Senator Stanley Rosenberg,
Representative Ellen Story, and
Representative Robert M. Koczera
teamed up to send a copy to each of
their legislative colleagues—along with
a glowing recommendation. ■

Baby it’s dry out there . . .
or at least it was

cent weeks have brought much-needed
n—1.5 inches more than the cumulative
tal for March, April and May. Enough to start
eathing easy again?

Well, not exactly. First of all, given our
ry winter, it’s going to take a lot
ore than April showers to replenish

roundwater supplies. Even more
mportant is the fact that dry condi-
ons have been building for several
ears now, indicating that we may be in
or a prolonged period of cyclical
roughts.

hat’s one of the reasons that UMass
xtension is continuing to develop the
ost comprehensive, accurate, accessi-
e, and educational resource in the
ommonwealth for up-to-date infor-
ation on precipitation levels, water
sources, agricultural and horticultural

mpacts, local restrictions and conser-
ation efforts.

WWW.UMassDroughtInfo.org even
ffers a range of education resources
or K-12 curricula, as well as a histori-
al perspective—including some 
paleoclimatology,” which takes about
he longest view possible. ■

Things
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short of the thriving existence of the
farm itself.

Just north of Boston, amid the
sprawl and development and the
micro-estates, Marini Farms is an
island of agricultural success. This
farm is not just for show. This is not
a farmette. This is not a hobby or
refuge for a harried urbanite. This is
a third generation farm that contin-
ues to produce some of the most
highly coveted corn and some of the
finest annuals (among other things)
in an area of chronic and intense
development pressure. It hasn’t
always been easy.

“We had to sacrifice two-thirds of
our acreage to keep one-third, and
put it under conservation restriction,
but it has worked out well,” noted
Mario recently over a plate of scal-
lops out on Route 1.

There are any number of reasons
why things have “worked out so
well.” It is clear that Mario Marini is
very simply a good neighbor. He was
the first farmer in the area to

“IPM” CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 embrace Integrated Pest Management,
which has allowed him to minimize
pesticide spraying. That was in the
mid-1980s, and it was clearly a gam-
ble, especially when it came to sweet
corn. There are lots of varieties of
corn and lots of opinions about
which is best, which is sweetest,
exactly how long to cook it. But

there is one cardinal rule: You can’t
sell wormy corn. Period. No
European Corn Borers. No Ear
Worms. Not even one.

“You can’t live with worms. People
don’t want wormy corn. You can’t
live with 10-percent wormy corn.
You can’t even live with five-per-
cent,” says Mario gravely.

“That’s why I was afraid in the
beginning. We were all used to just
pouring on the pesticide. But when

Dave Ferro showed up from
Extension to talk about corn IPM, I
decided I would take a chance. You
see, I’m a UMass grad, and I have a
lot of faith in the University.”

Mario took part in some of the earli-
est pilot programs to trap ear
worms—all under the watchful eye
of other area farmers.

“They kept asking me how it was
going, then after that, a lot of the
others decided to give it a try,” he
says with undisguised satisfaction.

Beginning in 1989, Marini turned to
Jim Mussoni, a former Extension
employee and now a private inde-
pendent IPM scout, for help in
determining what pest problems
might be emerging, and what kinds
of IPM strategies might be most
effective. There is a lot of collabora-
tion in their decisions even now as
Mario stands over Jim’s shoulder as
Jim inspects seedlings for mites and
aphids. On this particular day, Jim is
encouraging Mario to apply for a
state grant to test the use of a gela-
tin-based compost as soil-fumigant
for strawberries, to replace the chem-
ical methyl bromide, which is being
banned.

And, whatever they are doing, it
seems to work. Last season, the kind
of careful monitoring that is the
backbone of a good IPM program
allowed Mario to avoid spraying for
four weeks.

“And not one worm,” he says with
delight as Jim reviews the records.

The other thing that is delighting
Mario Marini these days is that he
has a new partner. His son Michael,
a recent graduate of the University
of Delaware, has come home to run
the retail end of the Marini Farms.

“It frees me up to get back out
where I belong,” says Mario. “It gets
me back out into the field.” ■

“You see, I’m a 
UMass grad, and 

I have a lot of faith 
in the University.”
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UMass Extension
Draper Hall
40 Campus Center Way
University of Massachusetts
Amherst, MA 01003-9244
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Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension
work, Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in
cooperation with the United States Department 
of Agriculture.

UMass Extension provides educational programs,
materials and employment without regard to race,
color, religion, creed, sex, age, national origin, and
mental or physical handicap.

UMass Extension is a statewide outreach arm of
the University of Massachusetts Amherst, in serv-
ice to the Commonwealth. 

Stephen Demski, Director

The four UMass Extension programs are:
Agroecology 
4-H Youth and Family Development 
Natural Resources and Environmental
Conservation 
Nutrition Education 

UMass Extension administrative office:
Draper Hall
University of Massachusetts
Amherst, MA 01003-9244
413.545.4800 / fax: 413.545.6555

UMass Extension web site:
http://www.umass.edu/umext 
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