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By Mr. Piro of Somerville, petition of Vincent J. Piro relative to

misdemeanor arrests by police officers. Criminal Justice.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Two

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 276 Section 28 of the General Laws, as most recently
2 amended by Chapter 447 of the Acts of 1978, is hereby amended by
3 inserting after the said Section 28, the following new section:
4 "Section 29. Any officer qualified to serve criminal process may
5 detain for a reasonable period of time, and may remove to a police
6 station or facility any person whom he has probable cause to
7 believe has or is committing a misdemeanor offense for which no
8 right to arrest without the issuance of a warrant may be made
9 under the laws of the Commonwealth, provided that such person at

10 the time of the incident fails to or refuses to give the officer who
11 requests the same proper and satisfactory information concerning
12 his true identity and place of residence.
13 The person so detained may be further questioned at the police
14 station or other facility for the purpose of ascertaining his identity
15 and place of residence, and if he so provides such information at
16 this time, he shall be released from custody and such detention and
17 removal shall not be considered to be an arrest or criminal record.
'8 If such person so detained, at a police station or other facility
§9 refuses to provide such information, he shall be processed as a
20 prisoner under arrest in accordance with applicable laws governing
21 such procedures, and consistent with standard operating proce-
-22 dures for such prisoner processing of the police department in-
-23 volved. The arrest and booking process will be for the misdemea-
-24 nor involved.”
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An Act relative to misdemeanor arrests by police officers.




