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By Mr. Flaherty of Cambridge, petition of Charles F. Flaherty, Jr.,

relative to providing for the election of city, ward and town committee
members. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Two

An Act providing for the election of city, ward and town
COMMITTEE MEMBERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 4of Chapter 52 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by striking said Section 4 and inserting in place thereof the follow-
3 ing new section:
4 Section 4. Each city, ward and town committee shall within
5 ten days after the thirtieth day next following the election of its
6 members, meet and organize by the choice of a chairman, a secre-
-7 tary, a treasurer and such other officers as it may decide to elect. At
8 such meeting a ward or town committee may add to its elected
9 members; provided, that by so doing the total number of members

10 shall not be made to exceed the number determined under section
11 nine. Ward and town committees may appoint associate members
12 by voteat any meeting. Associate members shall not have the right
13 to vote but shall have such other powers and duties as the ward or
14 town committee may determine. In case there is a failure of election
15 of a ward or town committee, the city committee or the state
16 committee, respectively, of the political party which said ward or
17 town committee represents shall appoint from among voters quali-
-18 fied therefor the members of such committee and shall call a
19 meeting for its organization, in such call appointing a time for

20 holding the same and naming a person to preside thereat. If a ward
21 committee or a city or town committee fails to meet within the time
22 prescribed by this section and organize, the city committee or the
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23 state committee, respectively, of the political party which such
24 ward, city or town committee represent shall call a meeting for its
25 organizations, in such call appointing a time for holding the same
26 and naming a person to preside thereat. In the event thata ward or
27 town committee fails to meet at the time appointed as aforesaid
28 and organize, the election of each of its members shall be void and
29 the same proceedings shall be had as is herein provided in the case
30 of a failure of election.
31 “Members of ward and town committees may be removed by a
32 two-thirds vote of the entire membership of the committee of
33 which he or she is a member of such procedures and for such
34 reasons as the party may adopt at a state convention; provided
35 such procedure guarantees adequate notice and due process of
36 law.”
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