
SENATE 120

By Ms. McGovern, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 120) of
Francis X. Bellotti, Attorney General of the Commonwealth, and Patricia
McGovern for legislation to apply state consumer protection laws to out-
of-state businesses doing business in the Commonwealth. Commerce and
Labor.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-three.

An Act to eliminate the interstate commerce and federal
TRADE COMMISSION EXEMPTIONS IN CHAPTER 93A ACTIONS.

Be it enactedby theSenate and Home of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 3of chapter 93A of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out subsections (1) (b) and
3 (1) (c).
1 Section 2. Said section 3is hereby further amended by
2 striking out, at the end of subsection (1) (a), the words
3 “United States; or” and inserting in place thereof the words:
4 United States.
5 An Act to eliminate the interstate commerce and fed-
-6 eral trade commission exemptions in chapter 93a
7 actions.

8 This bill would provide that Massachusetts consumer pro-
-9 tection laws be applied to out-of-state as well as local busi-

10 nesses.
11 It would also delete the requirement that the Federal Trade
12 Commission and defendants receive 14-day advance notice
13 that the Attorney General intends to bring certain actions.
14 The present notice requirement not only precludes quick
15 legal action to halt a particularly harmful practice, but also
16 gives defendants an opportunity to modify or destroy potenti-
-17 ally critical evidence of violations.
18 Finally, the bill would enable the Attorney General to pro-
-19 ceed with actions on behalf of Massachusetts citizens regard-
-20 less of FTC involvement. Forty-eight states provide this pro-
-21 tection for their own residents, and it is inappropriate that
22 a federal agency should determine whether Massachusetts
23 law may be enforced.
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