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By Ms. Amlck, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 295) of
Carol C. Amick, Gerard D’Amico and Bill Corbett for legislation relative
to the Inspection of school administered standardized tests. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-three.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby amend-
-2 ed by inserting after Section 34 E the following new section
3 34 F;

4 (A) Definitions. For the purposes of this act, “test” shall
5 mean any commercially available, standardized achievement
6 or aptitude test which a school administers to any group of
7 students and for which the school receives test results, in-
-8 eluding scores or data, identifiable with individual test sub-
-9 jects. Such tests shall include, but not be limited to, those

10 commercially available standardized achievement or aptitude
11 tests from which a subject’s results are reported or placed
12 within the student record of that same individual. This deflni-
-13 tion shall not be construed to include any test developed and
14 administered by a teacher or instructor for use within a par-
-15 ticular course or class.
16 For the purposes of this act, “school” shall mean any public
17 school in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts which educates
18 persons for any part of grades kindergarten through twelve.
19 For the purposes of this act, “subject” shall mean any stu-
-20 dent who takes such a test as heretofore described.
21 For the purposes of this act, “authorized persons” shall have
22 the following meanings (pursuant to the rules set forth in the
23 student records regulations promulgated by the Commissioner
24 of Education): If a subject is younger than fourteen years of
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25 age or has not yet entered the ninth grade, “authorized per-
-26 sons” shall mean the parent of the same subject. If a subject
27 Is from fourteen to seventeen years of age or has entered the
28 ninth grade, “authorized persons” shall mean the subject and
29 the parent of the same subject, or either one acting alone.
30 If a subject is eighteen years of age or older, “authorized per-
-31 sons” shall mean the subject; however, in this last case the
32 parent of the subject may still be considered as “authorized
33 persons” unless expressly limited by the subject.
34 (B) Inspection. Upon request made within sixty days
35 of the date on which a school receives the subjects’ results
36 the authorized persons of any test subject shall be entitled to
37 review the corrected responses of the individual subject along
38 with a copy of the test. At no time shall the authorized per-
-39 sons be allowed to take these test items off the school premises.
40 (C) Notice. At least once during every school year, the
41 school shall publish and distribute to subjects and their auth-
-42 orized persons in their primary language the following in-
-43 formation; one, the name of the test, the date of its admin-
-44 istration, and the subject group to be tested; two, the pur
45 poses for which the test has been designed or is being given
46 together with a brief description of the scope and content of
47 material covered; three, a non-technical explanation of the
48 types of test scores that will be reported or recorded with a
49 non-technical description of the manner in which the scores
50 will be interpreted or used; four, the approximate date on
51 which the school will receive the test results of all subjects;
52 and five, a complete description of the authorized persons and
53 their opportunity to review the results pursuant to Section
54 three.
55 (D) Compliance. The Department of Education may, pur-
-56 suant to a request by an authorized person or on its own
57 initiative, conduct reviews to insure compliance with this act.
58 The school committee and the specific school or schools in-
-59 volved shall cooperate to the fullest extent with such review.
60 (E) Severability. If any provision of this act shall be de-
-61 dared unconstitutional or invalid, the other provisions shall
62 remain in effect notwithstanding.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect September 1,1983.


