
SENATE No. 297
By Mr. Atkins, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 297) of

Chester G. Atkins for legislation to provide for continuity of services to
deveiopmentally disabled persons whose age no longer entitles them to
services under special education programs. Education.

(Thp ffiomntomuealth of Masoarhuspfffi

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-thre

An Act providing for continuity of services to development-

ally DISABLED PERSONS WHOSE AGE NO LONGER ENTITLES THEM
TO SERVICES UNDER SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS.

Be it enactedby the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 718 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 12 the following section;
3 Section 12A: Upon graduation from high school or upon
4 completion of the school year in which a student attains the
5 age of twenty-two, a person who is develoipmentally disabled
6 who has been receiving special education under this Chapter
7 shall be eligible to receive continuing special services in the
8 manner hereinafter provided. The school committee which is
9 responsible for the education of a school age individual with

10 special needs shall at least one year before the individual at-
-11 tains the age of twenty-tun or at least one year before the
12 individual’s graduation, with the consent of the individual and
13 parent or guardian, shall determine and notify an appropriate
14 agency within the executive office of human services or ex-
-15 ecutive office of manpower affairs, as appropriate, to provide
16 or arrange for continuing habilitative services. Within thirty
17 days said agency shall assign and authorize a representative
18 from the appropriate area, regional, or centralized jurisdic-
-19 tion within the agency to participate in development of the
20 individual’s final year education plan and plan for transition
21 to adult habihtative services. Where dispute or doubt arises
22 as to the appropriate agency for transitional planning, the
23 matter shall be referred to the appropriate secretariat which
24 shall within thirty days make a determination and assignment
25 of agency responsibility for transitional planning on behalf of
26 said individual. Pending conclusion of such referrals to a sec-
-27 retariat the agency with responsibility for transitional plan-
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28 ning shall be the agency to which the original referral was
29 made which shall participate with the school oommiittee in the
30 arrangement of a transitional plan for continuing services in
31 the manner described above. Said school committee shall, with
32 the consent of the individual and parent or guardian, provide
33 said representative with copies of relevant portions of the in-
-34 dividual’s record. Said committee shall retain jurisdiction for
35 special education until the individual attains theage of twenty-
-36 two, graduates, or completes the school year in which the age
37 of twenty-two is attained, whichever occurs later. Immediate-
-38 ly after such child attains twenty-two, graduates, or com-
-39 pletes the school year in which he or she has attained the age
40 of twenty-two, whichever occurs later, the said agency as-
-41 signed for transitional planning shall determine and provide
42 such continuing services as may be needed for said develop-
-43 mentally disabled person, provided however that said person
44 shall be eligible for services in the manner herein provided at
45 the conclusion of the school year in which said person attains
46 the age of twenty-two in any event.
47 The Secretary of Human Services may promulgate such
48 rules and regulations as he/she deems necessary to define per-
-49 sons eligible for continuing services under this section on ac-
-50 count of developmental disability and to determine appro-
-51 priate agency jurisdictions for provision of said habilitative
52 services. Such rules shall not be more restrictive than but may
53 otherwise expand or amend the definition of developmental
54 disability provided at Section 6012 of Title 42 of the United
55 States Code.
56 The Commissioner of Education shall annually arrange for
57 the collection of information relative to the number of in-
-58 dividuals in need of continuing habilitative sendees by reason
59 of developmental disability, and the types of services needed.
60 Agencies and appropriate the offices within the executive office
61 of human services or, as appropriate, executive office of man-
-62 power affairs shall maintain current and longitudinal informa-
-63 tion concerning the number and types of referrals for con-
-64 tinning services from local education authorities.

1 Section 2. Section 15 of Chapter TIB of the General Laws
2 is hereby repealed.
1 Section 3. This Act shall take effect on September 1,1983.


