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[Similar Matter Filed During Past Session
See Senate No. 329 of 1982]

SENATE No. 412
By Mr. Reilly, a petition (accompanied by proposal, Senate, No. 412) of

Martin T. Reilly for a legislative amendment to the Constitution relative
to recount petitions in local elections. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-three.

Proposal for a legislative amendment to the constitution
RELATIVE TO RECOUNT PETITIONS IN LOCAL ELECTIONS ONLY.

A majority of all the members elected to the Senate and House
of Representatives, in joint session, hereby declares it to be ex-
pedient to alter the Constitution by the adoption of the following
Article of Amendment, to the end that it may become a part of
the Constitution [if similarly agreed to in a joint session of the
next General Court and approved by the people at the state elec-
tion next following]:

ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT

The city or town clerk shall hold such recount petition until
after the official tabulation of votes in the election and if it then
appears that the difference in the number of votes cast for any
candidate apparently elected and another candidate for the same
position apparently not elected, or in the number of affirmative
and negative votes on a question, for which recount is desired, is
more than two percent of the total votes cast or five hundred
votes, whichever is greater, then the petition for recount shall be
void. If the difference in votes so cast appears to be two percent
or less of the total votes cast or less than five hundred votes (the
city or town clerk shall . . .

.)” The brackets indicate where the
second sentence of the amendment runs on into the present second
sentence of the paragraph.
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