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SENATE .

By Ms. Amick, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 639) of
Carol C. Amick, Mary Jane Gibson and Lucile P. Hicks, for legislation to
create an advisory board to the Metropolitan District Commission. Hous-
ing and Urban Development.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-three.

An Act creating an advisory board to the metropolitan

DISTRICT COMMISSION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 28 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section three the following sec-
-3 tions:
4 Section 3A. a) There shall be an advisory board to the
5 metropolitan district commission with specific oversight of
6 the water, sewer, and parks divisions within the commission.
7 Membership on said advisory board shall be by appointment
8 by the chief elected official in each city or town served by
9 any or all of the divisions, or city or town contributing to the

10 water, sewer, or park divisions without direct benefit of said
11 services so provided other members of the district. Each city
12 or town may send one representative for each division serv-
-13 ing or served by said city or town.
14 b) Within said advisory board, there shall be a subcom-
-15 mittee structure of three subcommittees, each representing
16 one division with the appropriate appointed representatives
17 from the city or town served by said division representing his
18 or her city or town. Within each subcommittee there shall be
19 elected an executive committee which shall consist of no fewer
20 than nine people and no more than fifteen people whose func-
-21 tion is to interact directly with the commissioner, the associ-
-22 ate commissioners and the secretary of the executive office of
23 environmental affairs.
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24 c) Said advisory board shall meet at least four times annu-
-25 ally as a board with each city or town casting one vote per
26 city or town on such matters relating to the services received
27 or rendered by divisions in said city or town based upon the
28 recommendations of the executive committees of the subcom-
-29 mii'titees of each division.
30 d) Said subcommittee shall look into the functions of its
31 divisions and the relation of the performance with regard to
32 budget appropriations, stated goals of the commission and the
33 division and stated commission policy.
34 e) The advisory board as a whole shall look at the general
35 administrative and operations management functions of the
36 commission as a corporate body in addition to the disparate
37 functions of each of the three divisions.
38 Section SB. The advisory board shall serve as an ad hoc
39 committee of the whole with general oversight on commis-
40 sion policy and budget requests making comments and offor-
41 ing suggestions when appropriate with regard to the proper
42 level of funding, staffing and planning needs of each division
43 during the preliminary in-house budget planning process, the
44 review process with the secretary of the executive office of
45 environmental affairs and if requested as citizen support dur-
46 ing the public budget hearing held by the house and senate
47 committees on ways and means of the General Court. Such
48 oversight shall include both verbal and written communica-
49 tions on the validity and need of each budget request and in
50 the case of the self supporting water division, the proper allo-
51 cation of the funds collected during the fiscal year being
52 allocated to ensure adequate maintenance of the distribution
53 system, which shall include, but is not limited to, an on-going
54 leak detection program and system rehabilitation program,
55 long range planning, adequate pressure regulated in such a
56 manner as to deliver water at a constant pressure to each
57 community thus served, and such other matters as the ad-
58 visory board deems appropriate.

1 Section 2. In no way is this act intended to supersede the
legislative authority to determine the budget of a state agen-
cy, but rather is an attempt to introduce more citizen input
into the metropolitan district commission which serves the
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5 needs of the population of the greater metropolitan region.
6 The oversight authority granted by section 3B as inserted by
7 section one of this act is intended to clarify the pressing
8 needs which the commission has heretofore not requested
9 funds for, nor received support for such a request, adequate

10 funding to cover such matters as the badly needed repairs to
11 the Huffman and Weston aqueducts which provide some two
12 million people with water daily; should either one fail, be-
-13 cause the necessary repairs cannot be financed or done, sev-
-14 eral thousands of people would suffer needlessly.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.




