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By Mr. LoPresti, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 666) of
Michael LoPresti, Jr., George Bachrach, Paul D. Harold, Royal L. Bolling,
Sr., and other members of the Senate for legislation to provide for tenant
representation on housing authorities. Housing and Urban Development.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-three;

An Act providing for tenant representation on housing

AUTHORITIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section sof chapter 1218 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out the sixth paragraph, as most recently
3 amended by chapter 707 of the Acts of 1979, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following paragraphs:
5 In a city, one of the four members of a housing author-
-6 ity appointed by the mayor shall be a resident of that
7 city and shall be a representative of organized labor who
8 shall be appointed by the mayor from a list of not less
9 than two or more than five names, representing different

10 unions submitted by the Central Labor Council, AFL-
-11 CIO and the International Brotherhood of Teamsters, Chauf-
-12 feurs, Warehousemen and Helpers of America of the city
13 or of the district within which the city is included. If
14 no such list of names is submitted within sixty days after
15 a vacancy occurs, the mayor may appoint any represents-
-16 tive of organized labor of his own choosing to the author-
-17 ity. In a city, one of the four members of a housing au-
-18 thority appointed by the mayor shall be a resident of that city
19 and shall be a tenant representative who shall be appointed
20 by the mayor from lists of names submitted by public hous-
-21 ing tenants’ organizations in the city. A tenants’ organization
22 may submit a list which contains not less than two nor more
23 than five names to the mayor who shall make his selection
24 from among the names so submitted. If no list of names is
25 submitted within sixty days after a vacancy occurs, the mayor
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26 may appoint any tenant of Ms choosing to the authority. Such
27 tenant representative shall be appointed to fill the next may-
-28 oral appointment following the effective date of this Act
29 which is not reserved for the appointment of a representative
30 of organized labor as provided for elsewhere in the section.
31 The three remaining members of the housing authority ap-
-32 pointed by the mayor shall be appointed only after the rec-
-33 ognized local tenants’ organization or organizations have had
34 an opportunity to review and comment on those persons be-
-35 ing considered for such appointment. Sixty days prior to the
36 expiration of the term of any such member, or within thirty
37 days of the creation of a vacancy in any other way, the mayor
38 shall submit the names of all candidates being considered to
39 the recognized local tenants’ organization or organizations to*
40 gether with brief biographical sketches of each candidate.
41 Each candidate shall, if a tenants’ organization shall request it
42 in a timely manner, meet with the organization to discuss the
43 appointment. In making the appointment, the mayor shall
44 consider any comments made by the tenants’ organization or
45 organizations and the preference if any are indicated. The
46 mayor shall not be bound by the recommendations of the ten-
-47 ants’ organizations, but shall not appoint any member whose
48 name was not submitted to the tenants’ organizations and who
49 did not comply with the procedures of this section unless such
50 person is recommended by a tenants’ organization and com-
-51 mented upon, pursuant to the procedures of this section, by
52 the other duly recognized local tenants’ organizations.
53 Vacancies, other than by reason of expiration of terms,
54 shall be filled for the balance of the unoxpired term, in the
55 same manner and by the same body, except elected members
56 in towns whose terms shall be filled in accordance with the
57 provisions of section eleven of chapter forty-one. Every mem-
-58 her, unless sooner removed, shall serve until the qualification
59 of his successor.

1 Section 2. Section seven of chapter one hundred twenty-
-2 one B, as added by Section one of Chapter seven hundred
3 fifty-one of the Acts of 1969, is hereby amended by adding
4 the following paragraph at the end of the third paragraph;
5 Any compensation paid to a tenant member of a housing au-
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6 thority for services as a member shall be included as income
7 in determining rent, and the tenant shall be subject to appro-
-8 priate rent increases, as provided for in authority policy and
9 as regulated by the department, provided that such compen-

-10 sation shall not be considered income for purposes of deter-
-11 mining continued occupancy.




