
SENATE No. 1264
By Mr. Wetmore, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1264) of

Robert D. Wetmore and Raymond H. Whitaker for legislation to prohibit
the harassment of hunters, trappers and fishermen. Natural Resources and
Agriculture.
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fn the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-three.

An Act to prohibit the harassment of hunters, trappers,
AND FISHERMEN.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Courtassembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 The General Laws are hereby amended by inserting after
2 chapter 131 the following chapter:

3 CHAPTER 131A
4 PROHIBITING HARASSMENT OF HUNTERS,
5 TRAPPERS, AND FISHERMEN
6 Section 1. In this chapter, unless the context otherwise re-
-7 quires, the following words shall have the following mean-
-8 ings:
9 “Wild animal”, any wild creature the taking of which is

10 authorized by the fish and game laws of this state.
11 “Process of taking”, in addition to any act directed at the
12 taking of a wild animal, includes travel, camping, and other
13 acts preparatory to taking which occur on lands or waters
14 which the affected person has the right or privilege to take
15 such wild animal.
16 Section 2. No person shall:
17 A. interfere with the lawful taking of a wild animal by
18 another, or the process of taking with intent to prevent the
19 taking.
20 B. disturb a wild animal, or engage in an activity or place
21 any object or substance that will tend to disturb or otherwise
22 affect the behavior of a wild animal, with intent to prevent
23 or hinder its lawful taking.

C. disturb another person who is engaged in the lawful
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25 taking of a wild animal or who is engaged in the process of
26 taking, with intent to dissuade or otherwise prevent the
27 taking, or to prevent such person’s enjoyment of the out-
-28 doors.
29 D. enter or remain upon public lands, or upon private lands
30 without permission of the owner or his agent, with intent to
31 violate this section.
32 The maximum penalty for violation of this section is a
33 fine of five hundred dollars and thirty days imprisonment, or
34 both.
35 Section 3. No person shall fail to obey the order of a peace
36 officer to desist from conduct in violation of Section 2 if the
37 officer observes such conduct, or has reasonable grounds to
38 believe that the person has engaged in such conduct that day
39 or that the person plans or intends to engage in such conduct
40 that day on a specific premises.
41 The maximum penalty for violation of this section is a fine
42 of one thousand dollars and ninety days imprisonment, or
43 both.
44 Section 4. A court of general jurisdiction may enjoin con-
-45 duct which would be in violation of Section 2 upon petition
46 by a person affected or who reasonably may be affected by
47 such conduct, upon a showing that such conduct is threatened
48 or that it has occurred on a particular premises in the past
49 and that it is not unreasonable to expect that under similar
50 circumstances it will be repeated.
52 A court of general jurisdiction may award damages to any
53 person adversely affected by a violation of Section 2, which
54 may include an award for punitive damages. In addition to
55 other items of special damage, measure of damages may in-
-56 dude expenditures of the affected person for license and
57 permit fees, travel, guides, special equipment and supplies, to
58 the extent that such expenditures were rendered futile by pre-
-59 vention of taking of a wild animal.


