
SENATE No. 1332
By Mr. Shea, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1332) of Philip

L. Shea for legislation to designate veterans with cardiovascular disease
eligible for veterans plates. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-three.

An Act designating veterans with cardiovascular disease
ELIGIBLE FOR VETERANS' PLATES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of thesame, as follows:

1 Section 20 of chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by striking out the sixth paragraph and inserting
in place thereof the following paragraph:

4 The registrar shall furnish at his office, without charge, to
5 every person whose motor vehicle is registered under this
6 chapter, two number plates of suitable design, and to every
7 person whose trailer is so registered, one such number plate,
8 having displayed thereon the register number assigned to that
9 vehicle; provided, that number plates assigned to ambulances,

10 fire engines and apparatus, police patrol wagons and other
11 vehicles used by the police department of any city or town or
12 park board or by the sheriff’s office of any county, solely for
13 the official business of such department, board or office, and
14 pleasure passenger vehicles owned by veterans who, according
15 to the records of the United States Veterans’ Administration,
16 by reason of service in the armed forces of the United States
17 have suffered loss or permanent loss of use of one or both
18 feet; or loss or permanent loss of use of one or both hands,
19 or permanent impairment of vision of both eyes of the follow-

-20 ing status; central vision acuity of 20/200 or less in the better
21 eye, with corrective glasses, or central vision acuity of more
22 than 20/200 if there is a field defect in which the peripheral
23 field has contracted to such an extent that the widest diameter
24 of visual field subtends an angular distance no greater than
25 twenty degrees in the better eye, or to cardiovascular disease
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26 to the extent that that person’s functional limitations are
27 classified in severity as class 111 or class IV according to stan-
-28 dards accepted by the American Heart Association, and to
29 vehicles registered by any member of a foreign diplomatic
30 corps or by any foreign consular officer who is not a citizen
31 of the United States may be of a distinctive type or types.
32 The registrar may, upon payment of the registration fee as
33 required in section thirty-three, furnish at his office such
34 distinctive plates to duly appointed foreign diplomatic repre-
-35 sentatives or foreign consular officers who are citizens of the
36 United States. The registrar may also furnish plates of a dis-
37 tinctive type or types for a pleasure passenger vehicle owned
38 and used by a blind person or a person who has suffered the
39 loss or permanent loss of use of one or both feet, or of one or
40 both hands, and he may determine such standards of disability
41 and of qualification for the issuance of said plates as he deems
42 proper. The registrar may also, upon payment of the fee re-
43 quired in section thirty-three, furnish to owners of private
44 passenger motor vehicles special number plates of distinctive
45 types, to be known as distinctive initial plates, which may
46 contain a register number consisting of a group of letters or
47 a combination of numbers and letters; provided, however, that
48 such group or combination shall not consist of more than six
49 letters or numbers or combination thereof; and provided fur-
50 ther, that there shall be no duplication of identification. The
51 registrar may determine such standards and qualifications for
52 the issuance of said plates as he deems proper. Any number
53 plate furnished under this chapter shall, except in case the
54 registrar for any valid reason extends the time, be valid only
55 until the expiration date appearing on the certificate of reg-
56 istration. If the registrar extends the time he may make rules
57 and regulations requiring the display of visible evidence upon
58 every motor vehicle that it has been registered and that the
59 plates in use thereon are valid. Any plate becoming illegible
60 because of construction defects shall be replaced by the reg-
61 istrar without cost. All number plates issued by the registrar
62 of motor vehicles under this chapter shall be reflectorized in
63 accordance with specifications prescribed by him.


