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.On January 15 the Massachusetts Port
Authority officially took over operation
of Worcester Regional Airport. The
terms of agreement, which
still require review from
Massport’s board of direc-
tors and the Worcester
City Council, call for
Massport to run the airport
for five years, at which
point it will assume owner-
ship of the facility. 

In the late 1980s Worces-
ter Airport handled up to
360,000 passengers per
year, with daily service to
five markets. In 1999 the
airport served only 77,000
passengers. The rapid growth of regional
air travel, seen at other small airports
such as those in Providence, Rhode
Island, and Manchester, New Hampshire,

provides an opportunity for Worcester
expansion. Massport hopes to boost
Worcester’s potential as a regional airport 

by improving access to the facility, build-
ing upon the recent investment in a new
$12 million terminal and improvements
to the landing and lighting systems.

Massport Takes Over Worcester Airport Operations; New Carriers to Be Added

Massachusetts Adopts LEV II Program Promoting 
Use of “Cleaner” Vehicles

According to Massport’s estimates, the
facility is capable of handling between
600,000 and 800,000 passengers per year.

Currently, US Air-
ways Express flies 19
round-trips out of
Worcester Airport to
East Coast cities as
far away as Rich-
mond, Virginia.
Starting on February
1, traffic at the air-
port will be expanded
as Delta Air Lines
begins twice-daily jet
service from Worces-
ter to Atlanta. The
new service, which

will provide access to 650 daily Delta
flights out of Atlanta, will be operated by
Delta’s wholly owned subsidiary Atlantic
Southeast Airlines. Massport is also initi-
ating discussions with other airlines
about providing service between Worces-
ter and New York City, Washington,
Pittsburgh, Chicago, Fort Lauderdale,
and Orlando.

■ LEV II Program cont. on p. 3

fornia motor vehicle emission standard.
Any light-duty vehicle with 7,500 miles
or less must be equipped with a factory-
installed, California-certified advanced
emission-control system. This applies to
all 1995 and newer passenger cars and
light-duty trucks up to 6,000 pounds that
are sold and registered in Massachusetts.

On December 24, 1999, Massachusetts
promulgated LEV II, the next stage of
the California LEV program. LEV II
phases in more-stringent emission stan-
dards for light- and medium-duty vehi-
cles.  It applies new exhaust, evaporative,
and fleetwide average standards for all

The members of the Boston Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO):  Executive Office of Transportation and Construction  •  City of Boston  •  City of Everett  •  City of New-
ton  •  City of Peabody  •  Federal Highway Administration  •  Federal Transit Administration  •  Joint Regional Transportation Committee  •  Massachusetts Bay Transportation
Authority  •  Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority Advisory Board  •  Massachusetts Highway Department  •  Massachusetts Port Authority  •  Massachusetts Turnpike
Authority  •  Metropolitan Area Planning Council  •  Town of Bedford  •  Town of Framingham  • Town of Hopkinton   

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts is
aggressively promoting the use of “cleaner”
vehicles to improve air quality and reduce
risks to public health. As part of this
agenda, the Department of Environmental
Protection adopted the California Low-
Emission Vehicle (LEV) Program, as
allowed under the provisions of the Clean
Air Act Amendments of 1990 and M.G.L.
chapter 111, section 142K. The LEV pro-
gram promotes the use of cleaner vehicles
to reduce emissions of air pollutants such
as carbon monoxide, volatile organic com-
pounds, and nitrous oxides. The program
requires that all new passenger vehicles
sold in Massachusetts meet a cleaner Cali-
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BOSTON METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION ACTIVITIES

SUB-SIGNATORY COMMITTEE ACTION ITEMS

On January 20 the Boston MPO’s Sub-Signatory Com-
mittee approved a memorandum reporting on the 1999
MBTA pass users survey conducted by the Central Trans-

portation Planning Staff (CTPS), two adjustments to the fiscal years 2000–2005
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), and two CTPS work programs:

• 1999 MBTA Pass Users Survey
The results of this survey, which was conducted in April 1999 at the request of
the MBTA, will be used for a number of purposes, including estimation of sys-
temwide ridership, fare-mix studies, and any future fare-structure analyses. The
memorandum presents survey results in tabular format and describes findings. It
also discusses the survey methodology and the assumptions used in the analysis.

• Fiscal Years 2000–2005 TIP Adjustments
The first TIP adjustment programs $1,200,000 earmarked by Congress for use by
the Cape Ann Transportation Authority (CATA) with $300,000 in matching
funds to be provided by the commonwealth’s Executive Office of Transportation
and Construction. The funding will be used to replace seven CATA buses.

The second TIP adjustment fine-tunes previous funding estimates to be consis-
tent with the amounts actually authorized by Congress and carries over 1999 fed-
eral transit funds available to the MBTA but not spent due to changes in project
implementation schedules.

• CTPS Work Programs
The MBTA has requested that CTPS provide ridership forecasts and GIS analy-
sis/graphic services pertaining to the Focussed Conceptual Study that will analyze
two low-cost alternatives identified during Phase II of the Urban Ring Major
Investment Study. Work is expected to start in the spring and take about six
months to complete. 

CTPS is to begin development of the fiscal year 2001 Unified Planning Work
Program (UPWP), a document that will present a comprehensive compilation of
transportation planning projects to be conducted in the Boston MPO region dur-
ing the upcoming federal fiscal year, which begins October 1. A draft document is
expected to be available for public review in July. 

JRTC UPDATE

Guest speaker Paul Regan, executive director of the MBTA Advisory Board, gave an
overview of the recently established MBTA forward funding system. It was followed
by a lively question-and-answer session that gave the audience a keener understand-
ing of the legislation and a sense of the challenges that lie ahead for the MBTA.

Following the presentation, CTPS staff gave an update on the development of the
Transportation Plan for the Boston region and distributed two questionnaires, one
soliciting input on alternative funding strategies and one seeking suggestions on ways
to conduct the public involvement process.

AACT UPDATE

Nominations for Access Advisory Committee to the MBTA (AACT) officers will be
accepted at AACT meetings on February 3 and March 2. The election will be held
on April 6.

A demonstration of one of the compressed natural gas (CNG) buses that the MBTA
is considering purchasing will occur on February 17 from 12:00 P.M. to 1:30 P.M. at the
Charles Street entrance of the State Transportation Building. 

Also on February 17, AACT’s Fixed Route Access Subcommittee will review design
plans for the MBTA’s Maverick Station on the Blue Line (see calendar on page 4).

U.S. DOT, Region I, Hosts
Community-Building
Forum
The U.S. Department of Transportation,
Region I, sponsored a forum on January
18 at the Boston Marriott Cambridge
hotel. The forum, titled “Transportation’s
Role in Building Safe and Livable Com-
munities,” gathered representatives from
federal, state, and municipal agencies as
well as community-based activist groups
for a day-long series of presentations and
discussions. Efforts such as these forward
the agenda of the federal Livable Com-
munities Initiative.

The meeting started with the signing of a
memorandum of understanding (MOU)
by Thomas Menino, mayor of Boston,
Robert Healy, city manager of Cam-
bridge, and Admiral James Loy, comman-

dant of the U.S. Coast Guard. The MOU
commits the two cities and the U.S.
Coast Guard to enhancing the livability
of Boston and Cambridge through
improvements to transportation. 

In opening remarks, Mayor Menino
asserted that improving transportation is
vital to maintaining Boston’s vibrant
economy. City Manager Healy added that
the meeting and the adoption of the
MOU set the tone for community-based
planning.  

Workshops explored improving safety in
cities through traffic-calming strategies,
encouraging pedestrians and cyclists
through safety programs, and requiring
businesses to implement transportation
demand management (TDM) measures.
TDM information is available at the city
of Cambridge’s Web site. Visit
www.ci.cambridge.ma.us and conduct a
search on “PTDM.” 

For more information about the Livable
Communities Initiative, visit
tis.eh.doe.gov/livablecommunity/index2.
html.

www.ci.cambridge.ma.us
tis.eh.doe.gov/livablecommunity/index2.html


“Not Just Another Pedestrian
Conference”
. . . is how event organizers are describing
a one-day statewide session that will take
place in May. Speakers from across the
commonwealth and the country will
address the pedestrian mode from many
vantage points, including safety, aesthet-
ics, design, traffic law enforcement,
encouragement, and advocacy. The atten-
dees, who will include elected officials,
public works officials, educators, planners,

law enforcement officers, traffic engineers,
and public health and pedestrian advo-
cates, will have many opportunities to
network.  

MassHighway and the Governor’s High-
way Safety Bureau are providing much of
the funding for Not Just Another Pedes-
trian Conference. It will be held at Clark
University in Worcester on Wednesday,
May 24, from 8:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. The
$25 registration fee will include a conti-
nental breakfast, lunch, all sessions, and
materials.  

Further details, including how to register,
will appear in subsequent issues of
TRANSREPORT. For more information,
contact Cathy Buckley Lewis, bicycle-
pedestrian coordinator for CTPS, at (617)
973-7118 or cbucklewis@ctps.org. 

Land and Water Transportation
Forums
Historic Neighborhoods, a nonprofit edu-
cational organization in Boston, will host
two transportation forums in February and
March. The first panel will examine land
transportation and will be held from 5:30
P.M. to 7:30 P.M. on February 3 at Goodwin
Procter and Hoar at 53 State Street in
Boston. The session will feature Karen
Arpino, MBTA director of design and
construction, Richard Dimino, president
of the Artery Business Committee, Jane
Holtz Kay, architecture critic, and Thomas
Palmer, the Boston Globe’s transportation
reporter. The second panel will focus on
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passenger vehicles
and, for the first
time, requires that
most sport utility
vehicles and light-
duty trucks meet
the same stan-
dards. Light-duty
vehicles (under
6,000 pounds)
must comply with
the LEV II stan-
dards starting with
model year 2004.
The LEV II standards for medium-duty
vehicles (6,000 to 14,000 pounds) take
effect with model year 2003. LEV II also
requires manufacturers to bring advanced
vehicle technologies to the market.
Starting in 2004, 10 percent of all vehi-
cles available for sale in Massachusetts

“Cleaner Vehicles” for MassachusettsMark Your Calendar for
Upcoming Events ■ LEV II Program continued from page 1
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Big Dig Update: Congress Street On-Ramp 
Permanently Closed
The Congress Street on-ramp to the Cen-
tral Artery (I-93) northbound closed per-
manently on January 16. For access to the
Artery northbound, traffic is being
directed to the Northern Avenue on-ramp
in front of Rowes Wharf.

Anticipated traffic backups did not occur
during the first week of operation. How-
ever, police details will continue to be
assigned to Atlantic Avenue, and the
Boston Transportation Department will
continue to closely monitor parking in the
area to ensure that traffic continues to
flow smoothly. Transportation officials also
continue to encourage motorists to seek
alternate transportation such as the
MBTA or, if driving, to use the South

The Honda Insight, an example of a hybrid electric 
vehicle available in the United States

water transportation and will be held at
Hale and Dorr at 60 State Street in
Boston from 5:30 P.M. to 7:30 P.M. on
March 22. The speakers will be Richard
Nolan of Boston Harbor Cruises and
Charles Norris, who drafted the Boston

must be zero-emission vehicles (ZEVs) or
partial ZEVs. Manufacturers may earn
partial ZEV credit with vehicles using
other clean-fuel technologies, including
hybrid electric, natural gas, and gasoline
“super ultra low emission” vehicles.

Redevelopment Authority’s master plan
for water transportation. Admission is $35
per forum or $50 for both. For more infor-
mation call Historic Neighborhoods at
(617) 426-1885.
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10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150
Boston, MA 02116

TRANSREPORT is published monthly by the Boston Metropolitan Planning Organization to disseminate information on current transportation projects and issues within the Boston
region. Comments and requests to be added or deleted from the mailing list are welcomed and should be sent either to TRANSREPORT Editor, CTPS, 10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150,
Boston, MA 02116, or to publicinformation@ctps.org. TRANSREPORT is free. The preparation of this newsletter is financed in part by grants from the Federal Highway Administra-
tion and the Federal Transit Administration.

TRANSREPORT is available in accessible formats
to people with disabilities. Contact the Central
Transportation Planning Staff Certification
Activities Group at (617) 973-7119 (voice),
(617) 973-7089 (TTY), (617) 973-8855 (fax) or 
publicinformation@ctps.org (e-mail).

MEETING CALENDAR
The public is welcome to attend the following transportation-related meetings this month.

AT THE STATE TRANSPORTATION BUILDING, 10 PARK PLAZA, BOSTON

ACCESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO THE MBTA (AACT)
Thursday, February 3, at 1:30 P.M.

Conference Room 4, Second Floor

JOINT REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE (JRTC)
Wednesday, February 9, at 3:00 P.M.

Conference Room 4, Second Floor

WALKBOSTON

Wednesday, February 9, at 5:15 P.M.
State Transportation Library, Second Floor

BOSTON MPO SUB-SIGNATORY COMMITTEE

Thursday, February 10, at 12:00 P.M.
Thursday, February 17, at 1:30 P.M.

CTPS Conference Room, Second Floor 

FIXED ROUTE ACCESS SUBCOMMITTEE OF AACT
Thursday, February 17, at 1:30 P.M.

Conference Room 4, Second Floor 

THE RIDE SUBCOMMITTEE OF AACT
Thursday, February 24, at 1:00 P.M.

Conference Room 4, Second Floor

AT OTHER BOSTON-AREA LOCATIONS

BOSTON MPO LOCAL TIP SUBCOMMITTEE

Tuesday, February 1, at 2:00 P.M.
Newton City Hall
1000 Commonwealth Avenue, Newton

DORCHESTER ALLIED NEIGHBORHOODS COMMUNITY FORUM ON RED LINE ISSUES

Thursday, February 3, at 6:30 P.M.
Snow date Thursday, February 10, at 6:30 P.M.

1 Worrell Street, Dorchester

ACCESS BOSTON 2000–2010 CITYWIDE TRANSPORTATION PLAN WORKSHOP

Tuesday, February 15, at 6:00 P.M.
Boston Public Library
666 Boylston Street, Boston

FENWAY-KENMORE NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

Wednesday, February 16, at 6:30 P.M.
Berkeley College of Music
First Floor, Room F-12 
22 The Fenway, Boston

Meeting dates and times are subject to change: please call (617) 973-7119 for confirmation.
Additional transportation meetings open to the public are listed on the Boston MPO Web 
site, at www.ctps.org/bostonmpo.
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The Transporta-
tion Research
Board held its

79th annual meeting in Washington,
D.C., January 9–13. Attracting more than
8,000 transportation professionals from
around the world, the agenda spanned all
areas and modes of transportation and
included 490 sessions. 

The 80th annual meeting is scheduled for
January 7–11, 2001. More information
about TRB activities as well as papers pre-
sented at the meeting can be found at 
www4.nationalacademies.org/trb/
homepage.nsf.

TRB Holds 79th Annual 
Meeting 

www4.nationalacademies.org/trb/homepage.nsf



