
Luisa Paiewonsky
MPO Executive  Secretary

Meeting attendees included representa-
tives of MPO member agencies, represen-
tatives of various community-based and
environmental organizations, and private
citizens.

In closing, Paiewonsky announced that
discussion of environmental justice issues
would continue at the community meet-
ings on the Transportation Plan to be
held around the region in March and
April. She explained that the environ-
mental justice goals and objectives devel-
oped as a result of the meetings will be
reflected in the plan, which will be pub-
licly circulated for comments prior to its
adoption. See the Transportation Plan
Satus Report on page 2 of this issue and
the calendar on page 4 for more informa-
tion about the community meetings.
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The Boston Metropolitan Planning Orga-
nization (MPO) kicked off a series of
public meetings on the region’s trans-
portation plan for the next 25 years with
a forum on environmental justice held at
the Boston Public Library in Copley
Square on March 21. 

The forum opened with a panel discus-
sion moderated by Luisa Paiewonsky,
MPO executive secretary. The panelists
were Lucky Devlin, director of the South
Boston Public Health Initiative; Dennis
DiZoglio, MBTA planning director; Dou-
glas Ling, director of economic develop-
ment for the Asian Community Develop-
ment Corporation; and Marvin Martin,
executive director of the Four Corners
Action Coalition and chair of the Wash-
ington Street Corridor Coalition. The
panel explored environmental justice
issues and how to incorporate strategies
for achieving environmental justice into
the transportation planning process.

“The issue of environmental justice is
extremely important to us as we develop
the first Transportation Plan after the Big
Dig,” said Luisa Paiewonsky. Martin

talked about environmental “injustices”
resulting from disinvestment in trans-
portation infrastructure in certain com-
munities as an approach to defining envi-
ronmental justice. Devlin voiced con-
cerns about environmental degradation
that could result from additional diesel

bus traffic in one of the MBTA’s
Silver Line Proposals. In addi-
tion, Devlin noted other poten-
tially negative impacts to the
environment in South Boston,
including pollutants from the
Boston Edison site, runoff of
petroleum products into nearby
creeks, and future traffic impacts
once the convention center is
complete. Devlin also advocated
for the installation of air “scrub-
bers” in the harbor tunnels.

Ling reminded forum partici-
pants that it is important to con-

sider the match (or mismatch) between a
community’s transportation needs and
the infrastructure provided. DiZoglio
pointed out that the MBTA is currently
testing four types of alternative-fuel buses
for their efficacy in replacing the current
diesel fleet.

Following the panel discussion, audience
members offered comments, including
remarks in favor of traffic calming,
increasing bicycle access to MBTA rail
lines, improving pedestrian safety, and
investing more in transit facilities than
highway infrastructure. A representative
from Alternatives for Community and
Environment (ACE) noted that environ-
mental justice requires accountability for
past projects and policies in addition to
consideration of future solutions. 

Environmental Justice Forum on Regional Transportation Plan Held

The members of the Boston Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO): Executive Office of Transportation and Construction • City of Boston • City of Everett • City of Newton •
City of Peabody • Federal Highway Administration • Federal Transit Administration • Joint Regional Transportation Committee • Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority •
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority Advisory Board • Massachusetts Highway Department • Massachusetts Port Authority • Massachusetts Turnpike Authority • Metro-
politan Area Planning Council • Town of Bedford • Town of Framingham • Town of Hopkinton  

“The issue of environmental justice is
extremely important to us as we
develop the first Transportation
Plan after the Big Dig.”

Environmental justice forum panelists and moderator



BOSTON METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION ACTIVITIES

TRANSPORTATION PLAN STATUS REPORT

In addition to the environmental justice forum held on
March 21 (see article on page 1) the MPO hosted three
community meetings on the plan, and MPO staff provided

an overview of the draft document “Boston MPO Transportation Plan 2000–2025:
Existing Conditions” at the Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC) subre-
gional meetings throughout March. MAPC staff presented possible land use sce-
narios as part of the “visioning” process for the Transportation Plan at both the
community and subregional meetings. Scenarios ranged from a Trends Extended
scenario, in which future trends mimic the past, to scenarios that employ practices
such as mixed-use zones, concentrated development, and transit-oriented develop-
ment. The meetings generated valuable insights into environmental justice issues
and transportation needs for the MPO to consider as it moves into the next phase
of Plan development. The last community meeting on this phase will be held on
April 6 at Quincy City Hall. See the calendar on page 4 for details.

For a copy of the Existing Conditions document, contact Brian Clark of the Cen-
tral Transportation Planning Staff (CTPS) at (617) 973-7107 (voice), (617) 973-
7089 (TTY), or bclark@ctps.org. The document may also be downloaded from the
Plan 2000 Web site at www.plan2000.org.

CONGESTION MANAGEMENT SYSTEM REPORT PUBLIC MEETINGS

CTPS will present the 2000 Congestion Management System (CMS) Report  at
the MAPC subregional meetings in April. The CMS for the Boston region identi-
fies mobility problems and demonstrates alternative improvements that can be
considered by decision-makers for project planning, prioritizing, and programming.
See the calendar on page 4 for meeting details. The draft report is expected to be
available in May.

JOINT REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE UPDATE

Ken Miller, deputy director of MassHighway’s Bureau of Transportation Planning
and Development, gave a presentation on the South Weymouth Access Study rec-
ommended alternative at the March 8 JRTC meeting. The study, which was  con-
ducted by Wilbur Smith Associates, recommends $87.5 million for transportation
infrastructure improvements needed to accommodate the 52,000 daily trips
expected to be generated by a new mall to be built on the site of the former naval
air station. When complete, the $225 million mall will be the largest in New Eng-
land. 

On the agenda for the April meeting is a presentation on transportation options
for clients of health and human service organizations.

ACCESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO THE MBTA UPDATE

AACT continues to monitor closely the transition of The RIDE paratransit service
from Laidlaw Transit to Veterans Transportation Service, which began March 1. 

At the AACT meeting to be held on April 6, Steve Wilks of IBI Group, a consult-
ing firm hired by the MBTA to assess The RIDE, will lead a focus group discussion
of:
• How to meet ADA requirements and increasing RIDE service demands, given

funding constraints.
• Efficiencies that may be gained through enhancements to current RIDE adminis-

trative and operating processes.
• The extent to which fixed-route services can meet the needs of people with dis-

abilities and ways to promote their use of these services. 

At the Fixed Route Access Subcommittee meeting on April 20, the MBTA Design
and Construction Department will provide a quarterly report on the status of key
station plan implementation. See the calendar on page 4 for meeting details.

“Walk Massachusetts . . .
Not Just Another Pedes-
trian Conference” Registra-
tion Opens
Registation is now open for “Walk Mass-
achusetts . . . Not Just Another Pedes-
trian Conference”, which is sponsored by
the Executive Office of Transportation
and Construction and the Governor’s
Highway Safety Bureau. Elected officials,
public works officials, educators, plan-
ners, law enforcement officers, traffic
engineers, and public health and pedes-
trian advocates are encouraged to attend
this one-day event to take place May 24
at Clark University in Worcester.

The registration fee is $25 and includes a
continental breakfast, lunch, and all ses-
sions and materials. For a copy of the
brochure, which includes a registration
form, leave your mailing address with
Baystate Roads Program at (413) 545-
3149 (voice) or (413) 545-9569 (fax), or
e-mail walker@ecs.umass.edu. For further
information, contact Cathy Buckley
Lewis at (617) 973-7118 (voice), (617)
973-8855 (fax), or cbucklewis@ctps.org. 

MEPA Move Postponed
until June
The Massachusetts Environmental Pro-
tection Act (MEPA) Office’s move to a
new location which had been tentatively
scheduled for April 3 has been postponed
until June. Envrionmental review docu-
ments for April and May should still be
filed at the current Saltonstall Building
location at 100 Cambridge Street,
Boston. Check the MEPA Web site at
www.state.ma.us/mepa for updated infor-
mation on the move and on where to file
environmental documents. Those wish-
ing to look at files between April 15 and
June 30 should call Barbara Kehoe of the
MEPA Office at (617) 626-1020.
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On March 15, Congress
passed the Aviation
Investment and Reform
Act for the 21st Century
(AIR-21). The bill is now
awaiting President Clin-

ton’s signature. AIR-21 provides $40 bil-
lion in aviation funding for fiscal years
2001 through 2003. The major goals of
the legislation are to increase airline
safety, modernize air traffic control, and
boost airline competition. 

The passage of the bill was slow in com-
ing. The Federal Aviation Administra-
tion has been operating on continuing
resolutions since 1998, which has
resulted in delays for a number of the
larger airport projects across the country. 

Included in the bill is approximately $20
billion for airport operations, $10 billion
for the Airport Improvement Program
and $8.5 billion for facilities and equip-
ment. A top priority of the funding is
radar modernization. 

The legislation allows airports to increase
the Passenger Facility Charge (PFC) by
$1.50 from the current maximum PFC of
$3.00. This will allow airports the flexi-
bility to proceed on their own with air-
port improvements that can not be
funded through the federal Airport
Improvement Program. PFC funds can
only be used for airport projects that
increase safety or competition, or for
noise abatement. 

Logan Airport has been allocated $8.1
million as part of the fiscal year 2001 pri-
mary airport entitlement program. For
the first time, funds are guaranteed to
general aviation airports. Each of the
general aviation airports in the Boston
region (Beverly Municipal, Hanscom
Field, Minute Man Air Field, and Nor-
wood Memorial) have been allocated
$150,000 in general aviation entitlement
funds. 

that we’re scrambling for space to accom-
modate them. This is a terrific boost to
our local economy as well as our regional
economy.” 

Just two years ago, Massport consolidated
its marine terminals to handle the grow-
ing needs of the auto import industry in
Boston. At that time Boston Autoport
was created and headquartered at Mass-
port’s Moran Terminal. 

Massport reported almost 84,000 vehicles
imported through Boston last year. The
arrival of over 6,000 new Volkswagons,
Subarus and Audis in just one week
recently indicates another record year
ahead.
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Boston Autoport Operations Expand to Handle Record
Growth 
Massport announced in March that
Boston Autoport, a private partnership of
two local automobile importers, will
begin leasing a six-acre portion of the 14-
acre Medford Street Terminal in
Charlestown in addition to its main facil-
ity at Moran Terminal in Charlestown,
the adjacent Mystic Pier, and the North
Jetty in South Boston. The expansion is
necessary to accommodate the more-
than -250% increase in vehicles imported
through Boston in the last four years. 

“The auto business is booming,” said
Mike Leone, Massport’s port director.
“The shipment of goods through Boston,
especially high-value goods such as auto-
mobiles, is growing at such a rapid rate

Congress Authorizes New
Federal Aviation Funding

The Massachusetts Port Authority (Mass-
port) is implementing an aggressive pro-
gram for the use of alternative-fuel vehi-
cles at Logan International Airport.
Massport’s goal is to systematically phase
out as many pure diesel-and-gasoline
powered vehicles as possible in its Logan-
based fleet and replace them with vehi-
cles operating on clean fuels (compressed
natural gas (CNG) buses, hybrid buses,
water emulsion diesels, and electric-pow-
ered vehicles). 

Massport is currently operating about 60
clean- fuel vehicles. Thirty-eight of these
are operating on CNG and are used pri-

marily for the shuttle bus service between
Logan’s terminals, the MBTA Blue Line
stop, and surrounding communities.
Massport operates New England’s largest
CNG quick-fill station on the airport’s
north side to refuel these vehicles. The
station is also open to the public 24
hours a day, seven days a week. Massport
is currently investigating constructing
additional CNG stations on the south
side of the airport and in South Boston.

Massport’s other alternative-fuel vehicles
are electric-powered shuttle buses, pick-
up trucks, and passenger vehicles. Logan
provides 13 inductive charging stations

(stations capable of charging
vehicles for about 60 miles of
service in a few hours) and a
conductive charging location
which enables buses to charge
batteries while the bus is in
operation. It allows for charged
batteries to be swapped among
the operating buses.

A CNG shuttle bus at Logan Airport’s Terminal E

Massport Making Strides in Implementing Alternative-
Fuel Program at Logan Airport
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MEETING CALENDAR

Thursday, April 6 
Access Advisory Committee 1:30 P.M.
to the MBTA (AACT)

Conference Room 4, Second Floor

Wednesday, April 12
Joint Regional Transportation 3:00 P.M.
Committee (JRTC)

Conference Room 4, Second Floor

Friday, April 7
Boston MPO Sub-Signatory 10:00 A.M.
Committee 

CTPS Conference Room, Second Floor 
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Massachusetts Turnpike Authority–Cen-
tral Artery/Tunnel officials have
announced that the complete Proposed
Central Artery Finance Plan can be
found on the Central Artery/Tunnel
project Web site at www.bigdig.com.
Once in the Web site click on ‘What’s
New.”

Proposed Artery Finance
Plan Available on Big Dig
Web Site

Wednesday, April 5 
Inner Core Committee 10:00 A.M.

Metropolitan Area Planning Council
60 Temple Place, Boston

Thursday, April 6
Regional Transportation Plan 6:00 P.M.
Community Meeting 

Quincy City Hall
1305 Hancock Street, Quincy

Design Public Hearing: 7:00 P.M.
Park Avenue and Central Avenue 
Improvements

Revere City Hall
281 Broadway, Revere

Tuesday, April 11
Boston MPO Local TIP 2:00 P.M.
Subcommittee (tentative)

Newton City Hall
1000 Commonwealth Avenue, Newton

Central Artery Corridor Master 5:30 P.M.
Plan Kickoff Meeting
(See note below re additional meetings)

Fanueil Hall, Boston

Wednesday, April 12
North Suburban Planning Council 8:30 A.M.

Call MAPC at (617) 451-2770 
for location.

MetroWest Growth 7:30 P.M.
Management Committee

Marlborough City Hall
140 Main Street, Marlborough

Thursday, April 13
North Shore Task Force 8:30 A.M.

Topsfield Public Library
South Common Street, Topsfield

Minuteman Advisory Group on 7:30 P.M.
Interlocal Transportation (MAGIC)

Maynard Town Hall
195 Main Street

Wednesday, April 19
Three Rivers Interlocal Council 4:00 P.M.

Neponset Valley Chamber of Commerce
190 Vanderbilt Avenue, Norwood

Thursday, April 20
Southwest Advisory Planning 4:00 P.M.
Council (SWAP)

Norfolk Town Hall

Thursday April 27
South Shore Coalition 7:30 P.M.

Call MAPC at (617) 451-2770
for location.

AT OTHER BOSTON-AREA LOCATIONS

AT THE STATE TRANSPORTATION BUILDING, 10 PARK PLAZA, BOSTON

Thursday, April 20
Fixed Route Access Sub- 1:30 P.M.
Subcommittee of AACT

Conference Room 4, Second Floor 

Thursday, April 27
The RIDE Subcommittee 1:00 P.M.
of AACT

Conference Room 4, Second Floor

Meeting dates and times are subject to change: please call (617) 973-7119 for confirmation.
Additional transportation meetings open to the public are listed on the Boston MPO Web 
site, at www.ctps.org/bostonmpo.

http://www.bigdig.com
http://www.ctps.org
mailto:publicinformation@ctps.org



