
CSENATE 1676

By Mr. Olver and Representative Nagle of Northampton, a joint peti-
tion (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1676) of the Massachusetts Teach-
ers Association, by William H. Hebert, executive director-treasurer, and
John M. Sullivan, director for government and community affairs, John
W. Olver and other members of the General Court for legislation to
lower residential and small business propertyy taxes through classifica-
tion. Taxation.

She (Enmnunuoraltlr of fHasaadmsrlta

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-three.

An Act to lower residential and small business taxes
THROUGH CLASSIFICATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The first paragraph of Section 56 of Chapter 40
2 of the General Laws, added by Section 1 of Chapter 797 of
3 the acts of 1979, is hereby amended by striking out the last
4 sentence and inserting in place thereof the following four
5 sentences: Said factor shall be the minimum residential
6 factor determined by the commissioner of revenue in accord-
-7 ance with the provisions of Section one A of Chapter fifty-
-8 eight unless a higher residential factor is approved by a
9 majority vote of a town meeting in a town, by a majority

10 vote of the city council with the approval of the mayor in a
11 city, or by a majority vote of the town council in a munici-
-12 pality having a town council form of government. Where a
13 residential factor is not adopted, the minimum residential
14 factor shall apply. If no residential factor was adopted for the
15 next preceding fiscal year, the minimum residential factor
16 shall apply, and such residential factor shall be used by the
17 board of assessors to determine the percentages of the local
18 tax levy to be borne by each class of real and personal prop-
-19 erty. Prior to any change in said percentages, the board of
20 selectmen of the city or town council shall conduct a public
21 hearing on the question of approval.

1 Section 2. Chapter 59 of the General Laws is hereby
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amended by inserting after Section 5F the following section:
Section SG. With respect to each parcel of real property

classified as Class three, commercial, in each city or town
certified by the commissioner to be assessinb all property at
its full and fair cash valuation, and at the option of the board
of selectmen or mayor, with the approval of the city council,
as the case may be, there shall be an exemption equal to not
more than ten percent of the average assessed value of all
Class three, commercial, and Class four, industrial, properties.
This exemption shall be in addition to any exemptions allow-
able under Section five; provided, however, that in no in-
stance shall the taxable valuation of such property after all
applicable exemptions be reduced below fifty percent of its
full and fair cash valuation. The value of the exemptions
granted under this section shall be paid by the combined
Class three and Class four properties.
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