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SENATE No. 1740
By Mr. Burke, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1740) of John

P. Burke for legislation to establish the office of secretary of labor. State
Administration.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-three,

Bo it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 6of the General Laws is hereby amend-
Ed by striking out section 17A, as most recently amended by

3 section 104 of chapter 329 of the acts of 1980, and inserting
4 in place thereof the following section:
5 Section 17A. There is hereby established a cabinet, which
6 shall serve directly under the governor. The cabinet shall con-
-7 sist of the secretary of administration, the secretary of com-
-8 munities and development, the secretary of consumer affairs,
9 the secretary of environmental affairs, the secretary of hu-

-10 man services, the secretary of elder affairs, the secretary of
11 manpower affairs, the secretary of labor, the secretary of
12 public safety, the secretary of transportation and construc-
-13 tion and such other officers of the executive department as
14 the governor may from time to time designate.

1 Section 2. Chapter 6A of the General Laws is hereby
amended by striking out section 2, as most recently amended
by section 106 of chapter 329 of the acts of 1980, and insert-
ing in place thereof the following section:

5 Section 2. There are hereby established the following ex-
-6 ecutive offices, each of which shall serve directly under the
7 governor; —communities and development, consumer affairs,
8 energy resources, environmental affairs human services, elder
9 affairs, manpower affairs, labor, public safety, and transporta-

-10 tion and construction.
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1 Section 3. Said chapter 6A of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 17A the following four sec-
-3 tions;

4 Section 17B. The department of labor and industries,
5 insofar as it includes divisions, boards, commissions, com-
-6 mittees, and sections subject to its direction and jurisdic-
7 tion is hereby declared to be within the executive office of
8 labor. Nothing in this section shall be construed as conferring
9 any powers or imposing any duties upon the secretary of labor

10 with x’espect to the foregoing agencies except as expressly pro-
11 vided by law.
12 Section 17C. The division of industrial accidents, insofar as
13 it includes divisions, boards, commissions, committees, and
14 sections subject to its direction and jurisdiction, is hereby de-
15 dared to be within the executive office of labor. Nothing in
16 this section shall be construed as conferring any powers or im-
17 posing any duties upon the secretary of labor with respect to
18 the foregoing agencies except as expressly provided by law.
19 Section 17D. The labor relations commission, insofar as it
20 includes divisions, boards, commissions, committees, and sec-
21 tions subject to its direction and jurisdiction, is hereby de-
22 dared to be within the executive office of labor.

13 Nothing in this section shall be construed as conferring any
24 powers imposing any duties upon the secretary of labor with
25 respect to the foregoing agencies except as expressly provided
26 by law.
27 Section 17E. The division of employment security, insofar
28 as it includes boards, commissions, divisions, committees and
29 sections subject to its direction and jurisdiction, is hereby de-

30 dared to be within the executive office of labor. Nothing in
31 this section shall be construed as conferring any powers or

'•2 imposing any duties upon the secretary of labor with respect
to the foregoing agencies except as expressly provided by law.

1 Section 4. Chapter 6A of the General Laws is hereby
amended by striking out section 17 and inserting in place
thereof the following section:

9

3

4
5

Section 17. The following state agencies are hereby declared
to be within the executive office of manpower affairs: the state
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6 advisory council and board of review, but excluding the di-
-7 vision of standards and the health, welfare and retirement
8 trust funds board; the investment board established by section
9 fifty-seven of chapter one hundred and fifty-one A; and the

10 commission on employment of the handicapped.
11 Nothing in this section shall be construed as conferring any
12 powers or imposing any duties upon the secretary with respect
13 to the foregoing agencies except as expressly provided by law.

1 Section 5. Chapter 23 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by striking out sections 1 to 7, inclusive, and insert-
ing in place thereof the following sections:

4 Section 1. There shall be a department of labor and indus-
-5 tries, under the supervision and control of the secretary of
6 labor, in this chapter called the secretary, an assistant secre-
-7 tary, and three associate secretaries, one of whom shall be a
8 representative of labor and one a representative of employers
9 of labor.

10 Section 2. Upon the expiration of the term of office of the
11 secretary, an assistant secretary or an associate secretary his
12 successor shall be appointed by the governor for a term co-
-13 terminous with that of the governor. The secretary shall re-
-14 ceive a salary of twenty-nine thousand and eighty-six dollars,
15 the associate secretary who is appointed to serve as chair-
-16 man of the board of conciliation and arbitration shall receive
17 a salary of twenty-five thousand nine hundred and seventy-
-18 one dollars while he is serving as such chairman, and the two
19 associate secretaries who serve on the board shall receive a
20 salary of twenty-three thousand nine hundred and twenty-one
21 dollars; and the assistant secretary shall receive a salary of
22 eighteen thousand seven hundred and twenty-four dollars. The
23 chairman and the members of the board shall devote their full
24 time during business hours to the duties of their offices and
25 shall not engage in other employment or business activities
26 during said hours.
27 Section 3. The secretary shall be the executive and admin-
-28 istrative head of the department. Except as otherwise pro-
-29 vided, he shall have charge of the administration and enforce-
-30 ment of all laws, rules and regulations which it is the duty of
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31 the department to administer and enforce, shall direct all in-
-32 spections and investigations, and may assign the officers and
33 employees of the department to the several divisions thereof.
34 He shall organize in the department a division of occupational
35 hygiene and such other divisions as he may from time to time
36 determine. He shall prepare for the consideration of the as-
-37 sistant secretary and the associate secretaries rules and reg-
-38 ulations for the conduct of the department and all other rules
39 and regulations which the department is authorized by law to
40 make, and they shall, except as otherwise provided, take ef-
-41 feet when approved by the associate secretaries and the as-
-42 sistant secretary, or upon such date as they determine. The
43 secretary may designate the assistant secretary or an as-
-44 sociate secretary to discharge the duties of the secretary dur-
-45 ing his absence or disability.
46 Section 4- The secretary, assistant secretary and associate
47 secretaries may, with the approval of the governor, appoint
48 not more than five directors and may, with like appproval, re-
-49 move them. Each director shall be assigned to take charge of
50 a division, other than the division of unemployment compensa-
-51 tion or its successor. The secretary may employ for periods
52 not exceeding ninety days, such experts as may be necessary
53 to assist the department in the performance of any duty im-
-54 posed upon it by law, and such employment shall be exempt
55 from chapter thirty-one. Except as otherwise provided, the
56 secretary may employ and remove such inspectors, investiga-
-57 tors, clerks and other assistants as the work of the department
58 may require. Such number of inspectors as the secretary may
59 deem necessary shall be persons who, before their employment
60 as such have had at least three years’ experience at building
61 construction work. The secretary may require that certain in-
-62 spectors in the department, not more than seven in number,
63 shall be persons qualified by training and experience in mat-
-64 ters relating to health and sanitation.
65 Section 5. All directors, inspectors and other permanent
66 employees of the department shall devote their whole time to
67 the affairs of the department; and all directors and inspectors
68 and such other employees as may be designated by the secre-
-69 tary shall, before entering upon their duties, be sworn to the
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70 faithful performance thereof. The number of inspectors here-
-71 tofore authorized by law may be increased only with the ap-
-72 proval of the governor and council.
73 Section 6. In all matters relating specifically to women and
74 minors the assistant secretary shall have and exercise such
75 duties and authority as may be prescribed by the secretary,
76 with the approval of the associate secretaries.
77 Section 7. The associate secretaries shall constitute the
78 board of conciliation and arbitration, and shall have the pow-
-79 ers and perform the duties given them by chapter one hun-
-80 dred and fifty relative to conciliation and arbitration of in-
-81 dustries disputes. The governor shall designate, from time to
82 time, one of the secretaries to serve as chairman, who shall be
83 executive head of the board. Notwithstanding any general or
84 special law to the contrary, in grievance arbitration of a pub-
-85 lie or private sector dispute arising under a collective bar-
-86 gaining agreement the chairman of the board may designate
87 the neutral member of the board to sit as a single arbitrator,
88 and in such matters, the neutral member shall have the full
89 power of the board. Notwithstanding any general or special
90 law to the contrary, in the arbitaration of a grievance arising
91 under a public or private collective bargaining agreement, the
92 chairman of the board may appoint a non-member to act as a
93 temporary neutral member of the board, or to act as the single
94 neutral arbitrator with the full power of the board.

1 Section 6. Section 9H of said chapter 23 is hereby amended
2 by striking out the first sentence and inserting in place there-
-3 of the following sentence: Whenever the governor shall de-
-4 termine that an emergency exists in respect to food or fuel, or
5 any other common necessaries of life, including the providing
6 of shelter, or any two or more of such necessaries of life, he
7 may, by a writing signed by him, designate the adjutant gen-
-8 eral, the director of civil defense, the secretary of labor and
9 the commissioner of public safety to act as an emergency

10 commission, and thereupon the commission shall have, with
11 respect to the necessary or necessaries of life as to which the
12 emergency exists, all the powers and authority granted by the
13 Commonwealth Defense Act of nineteen hundred and seven-
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14 teen, being chapter three hundred and forty-two of the Gen-
-15 eral Acts of nineteen hundred and seventeen, to persons desig-
-16 nated or appointed by the governor under section twelve of
17 said chapter three hundred and forty-two; and the governor
18 may revoke such written authority at any time.






