
SENATE No. 2158

Senate,, September 27, 1983.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was committed
the Senate Bill creating economic opportunity for low income cit-
izens of the Commonwealth (Senate, No. 786, changed), reports
recommending that the same ought to pass, with an amendment,
substituting a new draft with thesame title (Senate, No. 2158).

For the Committee,

PETER C. WEBBER

<The (Commmtutcallh of iHaflsarlritspttaf
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-three.

An Act creating economic opportunity for low income
CITIZENS OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
lourtassembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

Chapter 238 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
striking out section 24 and inserting in place thereof the fol-
lowing new section 24:
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Section 24- As used or referred to in this section the fol-
lowing words shall, unless the context requires otherwise,
have the following meanings:
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“Community action agency”, a private nonprofit agency

which has previously been designated by and authorized to ac-
cept funds from the federal Community Services Administra-
tion for community action agencies under the Economic Op-
portunity Act of 1964 or such similar agency as is recognized
as a community action agency by the division for an area not
covered by any other such agency, which maintains a cor-
porate board structure of one-third public officiaLs, one-third
private sector volunteers, and one-third democratically select-
ed representatives of the poor, with no fewer than fifteen
members and no greater than fifty-one members. The num-
ber of such agencies shall not exceed twenty-five.
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“Community services block grant”, funds designed to
ameliorate the causes of poverty in communities within the
Commonwealth, distributed by the federal government to the
Commonwealth pursuant to Section 672(a) of the “Omnibus
Budget Reconciliation Act of 1981” or its successor.
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“Division”, the Division of Social and Economic Oppor-
tunity of the Department, or any successor thereto.
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“Poverty level population”, the number of people whose
total household income is below the poverty line established
by the federal government, or the Commonwealth, whichever
is higher.

26
27
28
29
30 To qualify as a community action agency for the purposes
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31 of this section, a program must be one which is community
32 based and operated and which;
3o (i) May include or is designed to include a sufficient num-
-34 ber of projects or components to provide, in sum, a range of
35 services and activities having a measurable and potentially
36 major impact on causes of poverty in the community or those
37 areas of the community where poverty is a particularly acute
38 problem (ii) has been developed, and which organizes and
39 combines its component projects and activities in a manner
40 appropriate to carry out all the purposes of this section (Mi)
41 includes one or more programs to assist participants, including
42 the elderly poor to: secure and retain meaningful employment,
43 attain an adequate education; provide and maintain adequate
44 housing and a suitable living environment; receive energy
45 assistance and weatherization services; obtain emergency as-
-46 sistance through loans or grants to meet immediate and ur-
-47 gent individual and family needs, including the need for health
48 services, nutritious food, housing and employment-related as-
-49 sistance; remove obstacles and solve personal and family
50 problems which block the achievement of self-sufficiency; and
51 achieve greater participation in the affairs of the community.
52 No less than ninety percent of the total community serv-
-53 ices block grant funds received by the Commonwealth shall
54 be contracted directly with community action agencies. No
55 more than five percent of the total community services block
56 grant funds received by the Commonwealth shall be allocated
57 to the division for its administrative expenses. No more than
58 five percent of the total community services block grant funds
59 received by the Commonwealth shall be awarded by the di-
-60 vision to innovate programs which (a) received financial as-
-61 sistance from the Community Services Administration under
62 Section 221 or Section 222(a) (4) of the Economic Oppor-
-63 tunity Act of 1964 in the federal fiscal year 1981, or (b) pro-
-64 vide programs for seasonal workers.
65 The Commonwealth, acting by and through the division, shall
66 enter into contracts with community action agencies, innova-
-67 five programs, and seasonal worker programs for the provi-
-68 sion of services consistent with the purposes of this section;
69 provided, however, that each such organization agrees to furn-
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70 ish the division with a workplan adopted by the board of such
agency and agrees to report to the Commonwealth annually,
through an independent audit concerning the use of these
funds.
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74 The Commonwealth, acting by and through the Division,

may, subject to appropriation, provide supplementary funds
to community action agencies for the purposes of this section.
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Recognition of a community action agency by the Division
of Social and Economic Opportunity shall not preclude the
agency from receiving other grants or contracts from federal
or local agencies, private organizations, individuals or state
agencies, including the Division of Social and Economic Op-
portunity or its successor thereto, and subject to appropriation
for that purpose the Division may also enter into contracts
with community action agencies to provide other services.
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