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Senate

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was committed the
House bill providing for protection against gas and electric services
shutoff to certain persons (House, No. 6668), report recommending
that the same ought to pass with an amendment, striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in place thereof the text of
Senate document numbered 2180.

For the Committee,
DENIS L. McKENNA

SENATE No. 2180
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1 Section i. Chapter 164 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amendedby striking out section 124A, as most recently amend-
-3 ed by section 1 of chapter 802 of the acts of 1979,and inserting
4 in place thereof the following section:

5 Section 124A. No gas or electric company shall shutoff or fail
to restore gas or electric service in any residence during such
time as there is a serious illness or a pregnancy therein; pro-
vided, however, that a registered physician or the localboard
of health certifies in writing to the company that such serious
illness or pregnancy exists; and provided further, that the
customer cannot afford to pay any overdue bill because of a
financial hardship. Nor shall such company cut off service if
such cutoff is likely to lead to a serious illness, as so certified
by a registered physician or local board of health. Any cer-
tificationissued for the purposes of this section by a registered
physician or local board of health shall be effective unless and
until it is held invalidby the department. The departmentmay
promulgate such rules and regulations consistent with this
seciton as it deemsreasonable and necessary to carry out the
provisions of this section.
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Section 2. Section 124 A of said chapter 164, as most recent-
ly amended by section 1 of chapter 802 of the acts of 1979, is
hereby further amended by striking out the last sentence.
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Section 3. Section 124 D of said chapter 164, as most recent-
ly amended by section 1 of chapter 270 of the acts of 1974, is
hereby further amended by striking out the fifth paragraph.
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1 Section 4, Section 124 G of said chapter 164, inserted by
chapter 180 of the acts of 1981, is hereby amended by striking
out the last sentence.
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1 Section 5. Said chapter 164 is hereby further amended by
2 inserting after section 124 G the following two sections—

3 Section 124H. No gas or electric company shall shut off gas
4 or electric service in any residence in which there resides a
5 person under the age of twelve months provided that the
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customer cannot afford to pay any overdue bill because of
financial hardship. The department may promulgate such
rules and regulations consistent with this section as it deems
reasonable and necessary to implement the provisions of this
section.

Section 1241. Any company found by the department to have
willfully violated sections one hundred and twenty-four, one
hundred and twenty-four A to one hundred and twenty-fourH,
inclusive, or any rule or regulation issued by the department
pursuant thereto, shall be assessed damages after a hearing
by the department, in an amount not to exceed one hundred
dollars.
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