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Senate, November 29, 1983.

The Senate committee on Ways and Means, to whom was re-
ferred the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 416) of Peter
C. Webber for legislation relative to the hours of operation of reg-
istrars of voters, reports the accompanying bill (Senate, No. 2273).

For the Committee,

PETER C. WEBBER
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-three.

An Act relative to polling hours and the hours of operation

of registrars of voters.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

Section 1. Section 28 of Chapter 51 of the General Laws,
as appearing in chapter 145 of the acts of 1979 is hereby
amended by striking out the words “three hundred” in line
four and inserting in place thereof the following words:
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five hundred.5

Section 2. Chapter 53 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by striking out section 43, as most recently amended
by chapter 144 of the acts of 1973, and inserting in place
thereof the following section:
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Section If 3. The polls at every primary shall be open at least
thirteen hours, provided, however, that any town may, at a
town meeting, vote that the polls in said town be closed dur-
ing subsequent elections when it has been determined by the
presiding officer of each precinct or voting place that all reg-
istered voters in his precinct or voting place have voted. Such
hours shall be designated in cities by the aldermen or coun-
cillors, and in towns by bylaws or vote, or, in default of such
bylaws or vote, by the selectmen. The polls shall in no case
be kept open after eight o’clock in the evening. The polls
shall not be closed before eight o’clock in the evening, ex-
cept in a town that votes to close the polls after all registered
voters have voted.
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Section 3. Chapter 54 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by striking out section 64 and inserting in place
thereof the following section:
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Section 6lf. Notices or warrants for state and city elections
and for the election of town officers in towns where official
ballots are used shall specify by name all the offices to be
voted for, and state, in the form in which it will appear upon
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the ballot, any question submitted to the voters. They shall
specify the time when the polls will be opened, and in cities
and in towns when voting by precincts, when the polls will be
closed, and in towns when not voting by precincts, when they
may be closed. Any town may, at a town meeting, vote that
the polls in said town be closed during subsequent elections
earlier than the times specified in this section if it has been
determined by the presiding officer of each precinct or voting
place that all registered voters in his precinct or voting place
have voted.
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The polls shall in no case be kept open after eight o’clock
in the evening. At state elections the polls shall not be closed
before eight o’clock in the evening, unless otherwise voted by
a town pursuant to the first paragraph of this section.
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In cities and towns at the election of state officers, the polls
may be open as early as fifteen minutes before six o’clock in
the forenoon, and shall be open not later than seven o’clock
in the forenoon, and shall be kept open at least thirteen hours,
unless otherwise voted by a town pursuant to the first para-
graph of this section. In cities at the election of city officers,
the polls may be open as early as fifteen minutes before six
o’clock in the forenoon, and shall be open not later than ten
o’clock in the forenoon and shall be kept open at least ten
hours.
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32 In towns, at the election of town officers, the polls may be
33 opened as early as fifteen minutes before six o’clock in the
34 forenoon, and shall be opened as early as twelve o’clock, noon,
35 and shall be kept open at least four hours, unless otherwise
36 voted by the town pursuant to the first paragraph of this sec-
-37 tion, and until the time specified in the warrant when they
38 may or will be closed; and in towns not voting by precincts
39 they may be kept open for such longer time as the meeting
40 shall direct. The selectmen in any town may provide that the
41 hours during which the polls shall be open for the purpose of
42 voting on a question to be submitted to the voters of said
43 town shall be the same as the hours designated by said select-
-44 men for the election of town officers. After an announcement
45 has been made by the presiding officer of a time so fixed for
46 closing the polls they shall not be closed at an earlier hour.
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Section 4. Chapter 54 of the General Laws is hereby
amended in section 105 by striking out the last paragraph
and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:
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4 Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this section,

the clerks of precincts or the town clerk in a town not divided
into precincts may, if authorized in writing by the election
commissioners or election commission in a city having such
a body, by the city clerk in any other city or by the town
clerk in a town, publicly announce the number of votes cast
for each candidate for each office as soon as the count of bal-
lots for that office has been completed, but not earlier than
eight o’clock in the evening, and the number of affirmative or
negative votes cast upon any question submitted to the vot-
ers, as soon as the count of ballots upon such question has
been completed, but not earlier than eight o’clock in the
evening.

5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16


