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Senate
The Committee of Conference, to whom were referred the
matters of difference between the two branches with reference to
the House Bill providing for a transportation development and
improvement program for the Commonwealth (see House, No.
6617, amended), reports recommending that the Senate recede
from its NON-concurrence in the further House amendment and
concur therein with a still further amendment striking out all
after the enacting clause and inserting in place thereof the text of
Senate document numbered 2297, and that the House concur
therein.
For the committee,
JOSEPH B. WALSH
CHESTER G. ATKINS
ROBERT C. BUELL
Of the Senate.
ANGELO MAROTTA
ROBERT EMMET HAYES
SHERMAN W. SALTMARSH
Of the House.
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Section 1. The department of public works, hereinafter
1
2 referred to as the “department”, is hereby authorized and
3 directed to expend a sum not to exceed four hundred and

4 sixty-four million dollars and the metropolitan district
5 commission, hereinafter referred to as the “commission”, is
6 hereby authorized and directed to expend a sum not to ex7 ceed twenty-seven million seven hundred thousand dollars
8 for the following purposes:
Projects for the laying out, construction, reconstruction,
9
10 resurfacing, relocation or improvement of highways,
11 bridges, bicycle paths or facilities, parking facilities, autoscenic easements, grade crossing
12 restricted zones,
13 eliminations and alterations of other crossings, traffic safety
14 devices on state highways and on roads constructed under
15 the provisions of section thirty-four of chapter ninety of the
16 General Laws, highway or mass transportation studies,
17 including without limitation, traffic, environmental or
18 parking studies, establishment of school zones in accordance
19 with
section seventeen of said chapter ninety,
20 improvements on routes not designated as state highways
21 without assumption of maintenance responsibilities, and
22 notwithstanding any law to the contrary, to alleviate the
23 contamination of public and private water supplies caused by
24 the storage and use of snow removal chemicals, the storage
25 and use of which is necessary for the purposes of highway
26 safety, and for the relocation of persons, or businesses, or
27 replacement of dwellings or structures, including, without
28 limitation, the provisions of last resort housing under federal
29 law and such functional replacement of structures in public
30 ownership as may be necessary for the foregoing purposes
31 and for relocation benefits equal to those provided for by 42
32 USC 4601 et seq., the Uniform Relocation Assistance and
33 Real Property Acquisition policies, PL 90-646, and to sell, at
34 public or private sale, any structure the title to which has
35 been acquired for highway purposes. When dwellings or
36 other structures are removed, in furtherance of any of the
37 foregoing projects, the excavations or cellar holes remaining
38 shall be filled in and brought to grade within one month.
39
Funds authorized by this section shall, except as otherwise
40 specifically provided in this act, be subject to the provisions
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of the first paragraph of section six and sections seven and
nine of chapter seven hundred and eighteen of the acts of
nineteen hundred and fifty-six and, notwithstanding any law
to the contrary, may be used for the purposes stated in this
act in conjunction with funds of cities, towns, and any
political subdivision of public agencies and commissions of
the commonwealth.
In addition to the foregoing the department is further
authorized:
(1) to expend funds made available by this section to
acquire from any person land or rights in land by lease,
purchase, eminent domain, under the provisions of chapter
seventy-nine of the General Laws, or otherwise for parking
facilities adjacent to any public way, to be operated by the
department or under contract with any person; and
(2) to expend funds made available by this section for the
acquisition of van-type vehicles used for multipassenger,
commuter-driven carpools; and
(3) to exercise all powers and do all things necessary and
convenient to carry out the purpose of this act.
Section 2. Amounts authorized by section one of this act
shall be allocated on the accounting records of the comptroller to the department, and the commission as follows:
(a) a sum not to exceed two hundred million dollars to the
department for projects, pursuant to the provisions of section
one, on the interstate federal aid highway system;
(b) a sum not to exceed two hundred million dollars to the
department for projects, pursuant to the provisions of section
one, on the federal aid highway system, other than interstate;
fc) a sum not to exceed sixty million dollars to the

department for engineering and other consultant services
essential to the purposes and projects authorized by this
section: provided, however, that a sum of not less than three
million dollars of this amount shall be expended for salaries
of engineering employees of the department, other than
junior civil engineers appointed as provided hereinafter in
this sentence; and provided, further, that the commissioner
of public works may appoint, without regard to chapter
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20 thirty-one or any collective bargaining agreement pursuant
21 to chapter one hundred and fifty E of the General Laws,

22 persons qualified as described herein, not to exceed a total of
23 one hundred in any one fiscal year, to serve in the depart24 ment of public works as junior civil engineers. Persons ap25 pointed as junior civil engineers under the preceding sen26 tence shall have received the degree of bachelor of science in
27 an appropriate engineering discipline from an accredited
28 college or university. Among persons so qualified preference
29 shall be given first to disabled veterans as defined in section
30 one of chapter thirty-one of the General Laws; second to
31 veterans as defined in said section one of said chapter thirty32 one; and third to all other qualified persons. Following their
33 appointment, persons appointed as described above in this
34 paragraph shall be subject to all othfcr applicable provisions
35 of any collective bargaining agreement under said chapter
36 thirty-one for a probationary period of one year. Following
37 their appointment,
successful completion of the
38 probationary period of one year, and examination and cer39 tification as an engineer-in-training by the board of
40 registration of professional enginers and land surveyors
41 under the provisions of section eighty-one of chapter one
42 hundred and twelve of the General Laws, persons appointed
43 as described above shall have all rights of permanent
44 tenured civil service appointees as provided by said chapter
45 thirty-one; ninety days thereafter a report containing a
46 detailed explanation of the expenditures made from funds
47 authorized to be expended under the provisions of this act,
48 and under section fifteen of chapter seven hundred and
49 thirty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and eighty-one. In
50 addition said report shall contain an estimate of the ex51 penditures to be made for the succeeding ninety days, and
52

such

53

propriate.
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other information as

the

commission deems ap-

Section 3. In addition to the funds and purposes authorized
section one of this act, the department is hereby
authorized and directed to expend the following:
(a) a sum not to exceed three million dollars for the
acquisition and improvement of maintenance sites, including
by
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6 the construction of sanitary facilities, the erection of
7 protective fences, and the construction of salt storage sheds:
8 provided, however, that the department shall make available
9 to cities and towns a sum of two million dollars of said three
10 million dolars for the construction of salt storage sheds:
11 (b) a sum not to exceed ten million dollars for the design
12 and reconstruction of, and improvements to. state highway
13 bridges and other bridges; provided, however, that not-14 withstanding the provisions of any other law to the contrary,
15 the provisions of section forty of chapter one hundred and
16 thirty-one of the General Laws and sections sixty-one and
17 sixty-two of chapter thirty of the General Laws shall not
18 apply to the repair of existing state highway bridges and
19 other bridges nor to the reconstruction or replacement of
20 said bridges in which the design is substantially the func-21 tional equivalent of, and in similar alignment to, the struc-22 ture to be reconstructed or replaced: provided, further, that
23 the provisions of sections eleven, twelve, twelve A, and
24 fourteen of chapter ninety-one of the General Laws shall not
25 apply to bridge projects of the department: provided, fur-26 ther, that in case pf any state highway or other bridge
27 crossing over a
right-of-way, the department shall
28 seek the input of any railroad company operating on said
29 track of a desirable clearance between said track and the
30 state highway bridge, but said clearance shall be at the
33 discretion of the department: provided, further, that the
32 department may enter upon any land or premises of a
33 railroad company for such purposes as they may deem
34 necessary or convenient to carry out the provisions of this
35 act; and provided, further, that the department shall develop
36 and utilize, whenever feasible, a standard bridge design for
37 Reconstruction of such bridges;
38
fC j a sum not to exceed eighty-five million dollars for the
39 design and construction, repair or improvement to non-40 federally reimbursable projects; provided, however, that not
41 less than one million dollars of said eighty-five million
42 dollars shall be expended for the design, construction, repair
43 or improvement of ways not under the control of the
44 department but deemed by the department to primarily
45 serve a state facility. In carrying out the provisions of this
46 paragraph the department may enter into such contracts or

railroad
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47 agreements as are appropriate with other state, local, or
48 regional public agencies;
49
(d) a sum not less than forty million dollars for projects for
50 construction and reconstruction of town and country ways
51 under subdivision (a) of clause (2) of section thirty-four of
52 chapter ninety of the General Laws; provided, however, that
53 the department shall certify to the comptroller the amount to
54 be apportioned to each city and town; provided, further, that
55 said apportionments shall be a direct grant to each city and
56 town which shall not require the prior expenditure of any
57 funds by any city or town as a condition for receipt of such
58 direct grant;
59
(e) a sum not to exceed five million dollars for nonfederal
60 aid highway expenditures which are potentially reim61 bursable by the federal government;
v
62
(f) a sum not to exceed two million dollars for laying out,
63 construction, reconstruction or other improvement of bicycle
64
65
66
67
68
69
70

paths and facilities:
(g) a sum not to exceed five hundred thousand dollars to
alleviate the contamination of public or private water supplies caused by the storage and use of snow removal
chemicals, the storage and use of which is necessary for the
purposes of highway safety, by:
(1) replacing or repairing damage to the water supply in

71 question: or
72
(2) paying damages in lieu of replacement or repair; or
73
(3) purchasing real property in lieu of replacement or
74 repair; or
75
(4) entering into agreements with water departments,
76 water companies, or other water surveyors or other
77 governmental units to assist in the extension of water supply
78 lines or the establishment of a new water supply system.
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86

The provisions of this subclause shall not apply in the event
that water supplies dug, drilled or developed after the effective date of this act ai e within fifty feet of highway rightsof-way and drainage ditches or both, or where the location
does not allow or provide for adequate surface drainage.
(h) a sum not to exceed fifteen million dollars for the
design and construction of roads, roadways and any other
related public works facilities deemed necessary for
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87 economic development by the

secretary of transportation
upon the petition of the appropriate local executive governmental body. Said fifteen million dollars shall be expended in
accordance with the provisions of chapter nineteen of the
acts of nineteen hundred and eighty-three;
(i) a sum not to exceed one million dollars for the provision
of boat services for commuter operations to and from the
city of Boston from the north and south shores and between
points within the inner harbor, or other public transportation
purposes, including, without limitation the planning, design,
construction or acquisition of docking, dredging and other
landside facilities, such as parking or shelter facilities, except boats, the purchase of other equipment in connection
100 with such services and the disposal of same when their
101 has been substantially diminished including any and all
102 equipment or boats purchased for such marine trans-103 portation services prior to this act. In carrying out the
104 provision of this section, the department may enter into such
105 contracts or agreements as are appropriate with other state
106 and local public agencies, authorities, or political subof the commonwealth,
including, without
-107 divisions
limitation,
the
Massachusetts
Port
Authority and the
108
109 Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority, the division of
110 environmental management in the executive office of en-111 vironmental affairs or with private parties, which are hereby
112 granted the power and authority to enter into any such
113 contracts or agreements with the department:
114
(j) a sum not to exceed two million dollars for the purpose
115 of section 32 of this act.
88
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Section 4. Pursuant to the provisions of section one of this
act, the department is hereby authorized and directed to
expend a sum not less than sixty million dollars for projects
in the following four areas: no less than fifteen million
dollars of said sum shall be expended in the area west of the
Connecticut River, including therein any bridges across said
river with their approaches and connections; not less than
fifteen million dollars in the area lying between the Connecticut River and easterly boundary line of Worcester
county; and not less than fifteen million dollars in Essex,
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11 Middlesex and Norfolk counties: and not less than fifteen
12 million dollars in Bristol, Plymouth, Barnstable, Dukes and
13 Nantucket counties.

Section 5. No payment in excess of one hundred thousand
1
dollars
2
by way of purchase of real estate or any Interest

3 therein shall be made by the department and no settlements
4 in excess of one hundred thousand dollars and in excess of the
5 amount recommended by the real estate review board

6 established by section six of chapter seven hundred and
7 eighteen of the acts of nineteen hundred and fifty-six shall be
8 made out of court for damage recoverable under chapter
9 seventy-nine of the General Laws, by reason of a purchase or
10 taking under this act or under chapter six hundred and
11 seventy-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and sixty-five or
12 chapter six hundred and sixteen of the acts of nineteen
13 hundredand sixty-seven or chapter seven hundred and sixty14 eight of the acts of nineteen hundred and sixty-nine or
15 chapter seven hundred and sixty-five of the acts of nineteen
16 hundred and seventy-two or chapter eight hundred and fifty17 nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and seventy-five or
18 chapter three hundred and fifty-six of the acts of nineteen
19 hundred and seventy-seven or chapter four hundred and
20 eighty of the acts of nineteen hundred and seventy-nine or
21 chapter seven hundred and thirty-two of the acts of nineteen
22 hundred and eighty-one or chapter three hundred and thirty23 five of the acts of nineteen hundred and eighty-two. Each
24 recommendation of the real estate review board shall be in
25 writing and shall be accompanied by a written statement of
26 the reasons for such recommendation.
27
No settlement by reason of taking under this act or under
28 said chapters six hundred and seventy-nine, six hundred and
29 sixteen, seven hundred and sixty-eight, seven hundred and
30 sixty-five, eight hundred and fifty-nine, three hundred and
31 fifty-six, four hundred and eighty, seven hundred and thirty32 two and three hundred and thirty-five, in excess of one
33 hundred thousand dollars and in excess of the recom34 mendation of the real estate review board, shall be made by
35 agreement of the parties during or after trial except with the
36 written approval of the court; provided, however, that the
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37 settlements in excess of the recommendation of the board
may be made without such approval if the settlement does
39 not exceed the amount of any verdict or finding which may
40 have been rendered, together with interest and costs.
38

1
Section 6. The department may provide functional
2 replacement of real property in public ownership whenever
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the department has acquired such property under the
provisions of this act as a result of a highway or highwayrelated project and whenever the department determines
such functional replacement is made necessary by such
project and is in the public interest. Functional replacement
is defined as the replacement of real property, either land or
facilities or both, which will provide equivalent utility.
Whenever the department determines it is necessary that
any utility, as defined in 23 USC 123, is required to be
relocated because of construction of a project authorized
under the provisions of this act which is to be reimbursed
federally in whole or in part, then such facilities shall be
relocated by the owner thereof in accordance with the order
of the department: provided, however, that the commonwealth may reimburse the owner of such utility facility
for the “cost of relocation” as such cost is defined in said 23
USC 123.
Section 7. The secretary of administration and finance
may from time to time establish in the division of capital
planning and operations such units as may be necessary to
assist the department in the planning, development and
supervision of construction of buildings or facilities which the
department is providing as replacement facilities on projects
authorized under the provisions of this act. The deputy
commissioner of the division of capital planning and
operations may, with the approval of the public works
commission, temporarily assign any permanent or temporary employee of said division as may be required for the
supervision of the project provided that the salaries and
expenses of all such employees during the period of such
assignment shall be paid from funds made available to the
department for said project. No increase in the number of
permanent positions in said division shall be allowed on
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17 account of this section, nor shall it cause a decrease in the
18 number of positions in said division’s budget.
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Section 8. Any amounts made available by sections one
and three of this act or heretofore made available by section
one of chapter six hundred and sixteen of the acts of nineteen
hundred and sixty-seven and section one of chapter seven
hundred and sixty-eight of the acts of nineteen hundred and
sixty-nine and sections one and four of chapter seven hundred and sixty-five of the acts of nineteen hundred and
seventy-two and sections six and eight of chapter eight
hundred and fifty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and
seventy-five and sections one and two of chapter three
hundred and fifty-six of the acts of nineteen hundred and
seventy-seven and sections one and*- two A of chapter four
hundred and eighty of the acts of nineteen hundred and
seventy-nine and sections fifteen and seventeen of chapter
seven hundred and thirty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and eighty-one and section one of chapter three hundred
and thirty-five of the acts of nineteen hundred and eighty-two
shall be available for expenditure until June thirtieth,
nineteen hundred and eighty-eight.
Section 9. Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary,
the department is hereby authorized and directed to take all
necessary actions to secure federal highway or mass transportation assistance which is or may become available to
said department, including, without limitation, actions
authorized under or in compliance with the provisions of title
twenty-three of the United States Code and section one
hundred and forty-five of the Surface Transportation
Assistance Act of 1982, PL 97-424, and actions such as filing
applications for federal assistance, supervising the expenditure of funds under federal grants or other assistance
agreements, and making any determinations and certifications necessary or appropriate to the foregoing. If any
federal law, administrative regulation or practice requires
any action relating to such federal assistance to be taken by
any department, agency or other instrumentality of the
commonwealth other than said department, such other
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18 department, agency or instrumentality is authorized and
19 directed to take such action.
20 In furtherance of the foregoing purposes, said department
21 shall apply for and accept any federal funds available for
22 projects authorized in sections one and three of this act and
23 such federal funds when received shall be credited to the
24 Federal Highway Construction Program Fund. To meet a
25 portion of the expenditures authorized by sections one and
26 three of this act, there is hereby appropriated from the
27 Federal Highway Construction Program Fund a sum of three
28 hundred and sixty million dollars which shall be expended,
29 subject to the limitations contained in Article LXXVIII of the
30 Amendments to the Constitution and which shall be in ad-31 dition to the amount appropriated in section six of chapter six
32 hundred and seventy-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and
33 sixty-five, section seven of chapter six hundred and sixteen of
34 the acts of nineteen hundred and sixty-seven, section six of
35 chapter seven hundred and sixty-eight of the acts of nineteen
36 hundred and sixty-nine, section six of chapter seven hundred
37 and sixty-five of the acts of nineteen hundred and seventy-38 two, section eleven of chapter eight hundred and fifty-nine of
39 the acts of nineteen hundred and seventy-five, section eight
40 of chapter three hundred and fifty-six of the acts of nineteen
41 hundred and seventy-seven, section eight of chapter four
42 hundred and eighty of the acts of nineteen hundred and
43 seventy-nine, section twenty-three of chapter seven hundred
44 and thirty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and eighty-one
45 and section one of chapter three hundred and thirty-five of
46 the acts of nineteen hundred and eighty-two.
Section 10. To meet a portion of the expenditures
necessary in carrying out the provisions of sections one and
3 three of this act, the state treasurer shall, upon request of the
4 governor, issue and sell bonds of the commonwealth to an
5 amount to be specified by the governor from time to time, but
6 not exceeding in the aggregate, the sum of two hundred and
7 ninety-five million two hundred thousand dollars, to be in
8 addition to bonds authorized to be issued and sold in section
9 eleven of chapter six hundred and sixteen of the acts of
10 nineteen hundred and sixty-seven, section nine of chapter
1

?
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11 seven hundred and sixty-five of the acts of nineteen hundred
12 and seventy-two, section fourteen of chapter eight hundred
13 and fifty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and seventy-14 five, section nine of chapter three hundred and fifty-six of the
15 acts of nineteen hundred and seventy-seven, section nine of
16 chapter four hundred and eighty of the acts of nineteeen
17 hundred and seventy-nine, section twenty-four of chapter
18 seven hundred and thirty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred
19 and eighty-one and section two of chapter three hundred and
20 thirty-five of the acts of nineteen hundred and eighty-two. All
21 bonds issued by the commonwealth as aforesaid shall be
22 designated on their face the words, Highway Improvement
23 Loan, Act of 1983, and shall be issued for such maximum
24 term of years, not exceeding twenty years, as the governor
25 may recommend to the general court pursuant to Section 3 of
26 Article LXII of the Amendments of the Constitution of the
27 Commonwealth: provided, however, that all such bonds shall
28 be payable not later than June thirtieth, two thousand and
29 eight. All interest and payments on account of principal of
30 such obligations shall be payable from the Highway Fund.
31 Bonds and the interest thereon issued under the authority
32 of this section shall, notwithstanding any other provisions of
33 this act, be general obligations of the commonwealth.
1
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Section 11. The state treasurer may borrow from time to
time on the credit of the commonwealth such sums of money
as may be necessary for the purpose of meeting payments
authorized by sections one and three of this act and may issue
and renew from time to time notes of the commonwealth
therefor, bearing interest payable at such time and at such
rates as shall be fixed by the state treasurer. Such notes shall
be issued and may be renewed one or more times for such
terms, not exceeding one year, as the governor may
recommend to the general court in accordance with Section 3
of Article LXII of the Amendments to the Constitution of the
Commonwealth, but the final maturities of such notes,
whether original or renewal, shall not be later than June
thirtieth, nineteen hundred and ninety-six.
Notes and interest thereon issued under the authority of
this section, notwithstanding any other provisions of this act,
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IT shall fee general obligations! of the commonwealth. All
18 payments on account of principal on the said notes allocable
19 to the Federal Highway Construction Program Fund shall be
20 repaid from the said Federal Highway Construction
21 Program Fund.

1 Section 12. The proceeds of the two hundred and six
2 million eight hundred thousand dollars of additional bond
3 authorisation provided under section nineteen of this act
4 shall toe expended only for the following purposes r
8 (a) purchase and rehabilitation of rolling stock,
8 (b) rehabilitation of shops and carhouses.
fc) commuter rail improvements
B
(d) subway structural and ventilation improvements.
8 (e) systemwide track and power improvements,
IS (f) station modernisation and improvements, and
11 fg)- plant and facility improvements and material and
12 equipment procurements.
IS In addition to clauses (a) to fg), inclusive, the authority is
14 hereby authorised to expend those funds necessary or
15 desirable to complete those rapid transit or steel-wheeled
18 surface line projects currently under construction and
17 previously authorised by to® general court.
18 No katsr than six. months after the effective date of this act
19 and every six months thereafter, the authority shall submit
2G to the clerk of the house of representatives, a report listing ail
21 roiling stock replacement parts purchased under the
22 provisions of the Surface Transportation Act of 1982, PL 9t
23 424, sac. 803(a) which allows the purchase of equipment and
24 materials, each of which costs no less than one per cent of the
25 current fair market value of rolling' stock comparable to the
2S roiling stock for which the equipment and materials are to be
27 used.
23 Said report shall contain, but not be limited to, quantities,
28 item cost, new vehicle cost, usage, and an analysis of inhouse
33 cost to repair, if applicable.
1 Section 13. The secretary of transportation hereinafter
2 called the secretary, is hereby authorized to establish a
3 program to provide transportation services to elderly and
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SENATE

No. 2297.

[Dec.

3 handicapped individuals whose needs cannot be met by
4 existing mass transportation services.
,5
Said secretary may, from funds provided for such pur6 poses, provide grant funds to any regional transit authority,
7 established under the provisions of chapter one hundred and
8 sixty-one B of the General Laws, any public agency or
9 political subdivision of the commonwealth for the specific
10 purpose of providing improved transportation services to
11 elderly and handicapped persons and also for such purposes
12 to any nonprofit corporation only from Urban Mass Tran13 sportation Act Funds.
14
Funds provided for this purpose may be expended in
15 conjunction with funds provided to the commonwealth, under
16 the provisions of Sections 16(b) 1 and 16(b) 2 of the Urban
17 Mass Transportation Act of 1964, and in conjunction with
18 funds of other public agencies and political subdivisions of
19 the commonwealth, or with those of nonprofit corporations.
20
Within the area constituting a regional transit authority,
21 the secretary shall give first preference to applications for
22 such grant funds filed or endorsed by said authority.
1

2
3
4
5
6
7

8
9
10

11
12
13
14
15
16
17

Section 14. To meet the expenditures necessary in
carrying out the provisions of section thirteen of this act, the
state treasurer shall, upon request of the governor, issue and
sell bonds of the commonwealth to an amount to be specified
by the governor from time to time, but not exceeding, in the
aggregate, the sum of one million dollars. All bonds issued by
the commonwealth, as aforesaid, shall be designated on their
face, Mobility Assistance Program Loan, Act of 1983, and
shall be issued for such maximum term of years, not exceeding five years, as the governor may recommend to the
general court pursuant to section 3 of Article LXII of the
Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth;
provided, however, that all such bonds shall be payable not
later than June 30,1993.
Bonds and interest thereon issued under the authority of
this section shall, notwithstanding any other provision of this
act, be general obligations of the commonwealth.
Section 15. Notwithstanding the provisions of any other
law or regulation to the contrary, the regulations in effect
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3 prior to April first, nineteen hundred and eighty-three for
4 administering the provisions of section forty of chapter one
5 hundred and thirty-one of the General Laws shall apply to the
6 construction or reconstruction of any highway project of the
7 department for which a federal environmental impact
8 statement or a state environmental impact report had
9 received approval by the appropriate federal or state agency
10 prior to April first, nineteen hundred and eighty-three.
1
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Section 16. Notwithstanding the provisions of section
twenty-nine A of chapter twenty-nine of the General Laws or
of any other general or special law to the contrary, the
comptroller is hereby authorized to make payments for
certain contracted services for highway or railroad purposes
rendered prior to the effective date of this act for which
certain regulations and procedures adopted under the
authority of said section twenty-nine A or any other such
general or special law were not properly followed; provided,
however, that the secretary of the executive office of transportation and construction shall certify in writing that such
services were actually performed; and provided, further,
that sufficient funds for such payments exist in accounts
made available from acts in effect prior to the effective date
of this act.

Section 17. The total amount of bonds issued by the
1
2 Commonwealth and the Massachusetts Bay Transportation.
3 Authority pursuant to the provisions of section ten and
4 nineteen of this act shall not exceed one hundred and thirty-5 five million dollars in any fiscal year. For the purpose of this
6 section, two hundred and six million eight hundred thousand
7 dollars of the authorization contained in said section eighteen
8 shall be deemed authorized pursuant to this act and balance
9 shall be deemed authorized pursuant to earlier acts.
10 The secretary of transportation and construction shall
11 periodically allocate between the commonwealth and the
12 Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority portions of the
13 annual limit on the issuance of bonds.

1 Section 18. None of the funds authorized for expenditure
2 by the commission under section one of this act shall be
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expended until sixty days after the governor submits to the
clerk of the senate, the clerk of the house of representatives,
the senate committee on ways and means, the house committee on ways and means, the joint committee on transportation, and the inspector general a report which
describes the improvements made in the commission’s
management capabilities, in accordance with a comprehensive improvement plan, and which demonstrates that
the commission has the necessary technical, managerial,
and financial capability to execute one or more projects to be
funded under this act and to maintain such projects in good
repair. Within thirty days after receiving said report, the
inspector general shall provide his written comments
thereon to the clerk of the senate, the clerk of the house of
representatives, the senate committee on ways and means,
the house committee on ways and means, and the joint
committee on transportation.

1
Section 19. Chapter 161 A of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 23, as most recently
3 amended by section 4 of chapter 732 of the acts of 1981, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following section:
Section 23. The authority is hereby authorized to provide by
5
6 resolution at one time or from time to time for the issue of
7 bonds of the authority for any one or more of the following
8 purposes:
(1) To acquire, plan, design, construct, reconstruct, alter,
9
10 recondition and improve mass transportation facilities and
11 equipment for express service for use by or under contract
12 with the authority
13 (2) Subject to the limitations contained in paragraph (f) of
14 section three, to finance agreements with railroads to
15 provide passenger service to and from Boston extending no
16 later than December thirty-first, nineteen hundred and sixty-17 seven;
18 (3) (a) To acquire, plan, design, construct, reconstruct,
19 alter, recondition and improve mass transportation facilities
20 and equipment for local service for use by or under contract
21 with the authority and (b) to provide relief to any private
;
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22 company, whether by agreement or arbitration award, under
23 the provisions of section fourteen;
(4) To pay any capital costs of the authority, whether or not
24
25 bonds for any such purpose may also be issued under any
other provision of this section.

26
27
-28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

38
39
40
41

42
43
44
45
46
47
48
48
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61

Bonds may be issued for any costs of the foregoing incurred either before of after the issue of the bonds. Bonds
issued under any of the foregoing clauses may be issued in
sufficient amount to pay the expenses of issue and to
establish such reserves as may be required by any applicable
trust agreement or bond resolution. No bonds of the authority
shall be sold by the authority unless prior to such sale the
authority shall have consulted with the finance advisory
board established by section ninety-seven of chapter six as to
the timing and terms thereof.
Not more than eight hundred and sixty-seven million three
hundred thousand dollars of bonds of the authority under
clauses (1), (2), (3) and (4) above shall be outstanding at any
time: provided that such funds are expended for capital
projects; and provided further that any bonds which are
redeemed on or after January first, nineteen hundred and
eighty-six shall not be reissued.
For the purpose of determining the amounts of bonds
issued pursuant to this section, the amount of any issue of
bonds sola by the authority at a discount shall be equal to the
net proceeds thereof determined by adding to the face
amount of such bond issue the premium, if any, related to
any bonds of such issue and by then subtracting the discount
related to any bonds of such issue. The amount of bonds of
any such issue outstanding at any time, for the purposes of
the above paragraphs and for the purpose of clause A of the
second sentence of the first paragraph of section twentyeight of this chapter, shall be determined by multiplying the
face amount of the bonds of such issue outstanding at such
time by a fraction, the numerator of which is the net proceeds
of such issue, as determined above, and the denominator of
which is the face amount of such issue. For the purpose of
determining the amount of bond proceeds expended by the
authority for purposes specified by any general or special
law heretofore or hereinafter enacted, such proceeds shall in
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62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71

the case of any issue of bonds sold buy the authority at the
discount be equal to the expenditure of the net proceeds of
such issue, as determined above.
Each application or reapplication of the authority for
grants from the federal government, whether directly or
through an intermediary, shall be filed with the joint
legislative committee on transportation at the same time as
such application is filed with the federal government. Upon
the filing of each such application with said committee, the
authority shall certify to said committee such information
72 regarding the proposed grant, including without limitation
73 itemization of proposed expenditures and of financing
74 sources, as shall be prescribed from time to time by said
75 committee.

76

The bonds of each issue shall be dated, shall bear interest
77 at such rates, shall mature at such time or times not ex78 ceeding forty years from their date or dates as may be
79 determined by the authority, and may be made redeemable
80 before maturity at the option of the authority, and may be
made redeemable before maturity at the option of the
authority, at such price or prices and under such terms and
conditions as may be fixed by the authority prior to the issue
of the bonds. The authority shall determine the form of the
g 5 bonds, including any interest coupons to be attached thereto,
86 and the manner of execution of the bonds, and shall fix the
87 denomination or denominations of the bonds and place or
88 places of payment of principal and interest, which may be at
89 any bank or trust company within or without the com90 monwealth. In case any officer whose signature or a
91 fascimile of whose signature shall appear on any bonds or
92 coupons shall cease to be such officer before the delivery of
93 such bonds, such signature or such fassimile shall never-94 theless be valid and sufficient for all purposes, the same as if
95 he had remained in office until such delivery. All bonds
96 issued under the provisions of this act shall have and are
97 hereby declared to have all the qualities and incidents of
98 negotiable instruments under the Uniform Commercial
99 Code. The bonds may be issued in coupon or in registered
100 form, or both, as the authority may determine, and provision
101 may be made for the registration of any coupon bonds as to

81
82
83
84
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102 principal alone, and also as to both principal and interest and
103 for the exchange of coupon or registered bonds. Subject to the
104 requirement of consultation with the finance advisory board
105 established by section ninety-seven of chapter six, the
106 authority may sell such bonds in such manner, either at
107 public or private sale, and for such price as it may determine
108 to be for the best interest of the authority.
109 The proceeds of such bonds shall be disbursed in such
110 manner and under such restrictions, if any, as the authority
111 may provide. The authority may also provide for the
112 replacement of any bonds which shall become anticipation
113 notes may be issued under the provisions of this chapter
114 without obtaining the consent of any department, division,
115 commission, board, bureau or agency of the commonwealth,
116 and without any other proceedings or the happening of any
117 other conditions or things than those proceedings, conditions
118 or things hwich are specifically required by this chapter.
119 Provisions of this chapter relating to the preparation,
120 adoption or approval of plans, programs, projects, budgets
121 and expenditures shall not affect the issue of bonds and notes
122 and the bonds and notes may be issued either before of after
123 such preparation, adoption or approval.
124 In addition to the foregoing the authority is hereby
125 authorized to provide by resolution for the issue of refunding
126 bonds of the authority for the purpose of refunding any
127 principal, interest and sinking fund requirements on any
128 bond issued by the authority or on any indebtedness assumed
129 by the authority pursuant to law, including payment of any
130 redemption premium thereon, any interest accrued, or to
131 accrue to the date of payment or redemption of the bonds or
132 indebtedness being refunded, and any expenses of issuing
133 and refunding bonds. Such refunding bonds may be issued at
134 such time prior to the payment or redemption of the bonds or
135 indebtedness being refunded as the authority may determine
136 to be in the best interests of the authority. The issue of such
137 bonds, the maturities and other details thereof, and the
138 duties of the authority in respect to the same, shall be
139 governed by the provisions of this chapter in so far as the
140 same may be applicable.
141 While any bonds or notes issued or assumed by the
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Section 28. Pursuant to the provisions of section one, not
ss than one million dollars shall be expended for the
beautification of interstate Route 93 in the city of Somerville
or for such other purposes as the department may determine.
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1

Section 23. Paragraph (e) of section 2of chapter 859 of the

2
3
4
5
6

acts of 1975, as most recently amended by section 10 of
chapter 732 of the acts of 1981, is hereby further amended by
striking out, in lines 8 and 9, the words “July thirty-first,
nineteen hundred and eighty-two” and inserting in place
thereof the words:— June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and

7 eighty-five.
1

2
3
4
5
6
7

Section 24. Section 2of chapter 356 of the acts of 1977 is
hereby amended by striking out clause (e) and inserting in
place thereof the following clause:
(e) a sum not to exceed one million dollars for the design of
the reconstruction of a portion of United States Highway
Route 1, in the cities of Chelsea and Revere or for such other
purposes as the department may determine.

1
Section 25. Section 18 of said chapter 356 is hereby
2 amended by striking out the first paragraph and inserting in
3 place thereof the following paragraph:

The proceeds of twenty million seven hundred thousand
dollars of the forty-five million dollars of additional bonding
authorization provided by section twenty-three of chapter
one hundred and sixty-one A of the General Laws, as
amended by section sixteen of this act, shall be expended
only for the North Shore Transportation Improvements
10 Program, including the construction of a parking facility in
11 downtown Lynn.

4
5
6
7
8
9

1

2
3
4

5
6
7
8
9
10
-11

Section 26. Section 4of chapter 487 of the acts of 1980 is
hereby amended by striking out the first sentence, as
amended by section 5 of chapter 313 of the acts of 1982, and
To meet
inserting in place thereof the following sentence;
the expenditures necessary in carrying out the provisions of
this act, the state treasurer shall, upon the request of the
governor, issue and sell at public or private sale, bonds or
notes of the commonwealth, registered or with interest
coupons attached, as he may deem best, to an amount
specified by the governor from time to time, but not exceeding in the aggregate sixty million dollars.

22

SENATE

No. 2297.

[Dec.

Section 27. Chapter 732 of the acts of 1981 is hereby
1
2 amended by inserting after section 8 the following section;
Section BA. The executive office of transportation and
3
4 construction is hereby authorized and directed to expend a
5 sum not to exceed five million dollars for the purposes set
6 forth in section three of chapter one hundred and sixty-one D
7 of the General Laws, as provided for in section eight of this
8 act, and the financing costs associated therein.
1
Section 28. Said chapter 732 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 28 and inserting in place thereof the
3 following section:
4
Section 28. The sum of forty million dollars of bonds
5 authorized to be issued by section twenty-seven of this act
6 shall be expended as follows:
7
(a) A sum of twenty million dollars of said forty million
8 dollars shall be expended for passenger rail transportation
9 purposes, including but not limited to improvements to the
10 so-called Inland Route, as provided in subsection (d) of
11 section five of chapter four hundred and sixty-two of the acts
12 of nineteen hundred and seventy-eight, and for restoring
13 passenger service between Attleboro and Cape Cod, as
14 provided in subsection (e) of said chapter four hundred and
15 sixty-two.

16 (b) A sum of two million dollars of said forty million dollars
17 shall be expended for inspection, title search, appraisal and
18 acquisition of rail rights-of-way and related facilities, in
19 accordance with the provisions of section four of chapter one
20 hundred and sixty-one C of the General Laws, which are or
21 may become available to the commonwealth as a result of
22 abandonment proposals by railroad companies operating
23 within the commonwealth, or otherwise.
24
(c) A sum of eighteen million dollars of said forty million
25 dollars shall be expended for inspection, title search, apengineering.
-26 praisal,
acquisition,
preservation,
27 rehabilitation, reconstruction or other improvements,
28 whether directly, jointly or under contract with other public
29 or private parties, of rail rights-of-way and related facilities
30 or equipment: provided, however, that prior to the ex-31 penditure of funds for rehabilitation, reconstruction or other
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improvements of rail rights-of-way and related facilities and
equipment leased to a private operator, the secretary of the
executive office of transportation and construction shall
enter into agreements with said operator for a pro rata
payment to the commonwealth of a portion of the cost of said
expenditure on such terms and conditions as are mutually
agreed upon by said operator and the commonwealth.
Any funds received by the commonwealth pursuant to
agreements between the commonwealth and operators of
private railroads shall be paid into the Freight Rail Fund,
established by section two of chapter eight hundred and fiftynine of the acts of nineteen hundred and seventy-five.

Section 29. Said chapter 732 is hereby further amended by
out section 34 and inserting in place thereof the
striking
2
following
3
section:
4 Section 34. To meet the expenditures necessary in carrying
5 out the provisions of section eight A of this act, the state
6 treasurer shall, upon request of the governor, issue and sell
7 bonds of the commonwealth to an amount to be specified by
8 the governor from time to time, but not exceeding in the
9 aggregate, the sum of five million dollars.
10
All bonds issued by the commonwealth, as aforesaid shall
11 be designated on their face the words, Intercity Bus Capital
12 Assistance Loan, Act of 1981, and shall be issued for such
13 maximum term of years not exceeding ten years, as the
14 governor may recommend to the general court pursuant to
15 Section 3 of Article LXII of the Amendments to the Con-16 stitution of the Commonwealth: provided, however, that all
17 such bonds shall be payable not later than June thirtieth,
18 nineteen hundred and ninety-six.
19
All interest and payments on account of principal of such
20 obligations shall be payable from the Intercity Bus Capital
21 Assistance Program Fund to the extent that there are funds
22 available therein for such payments. Notwithstanding the
23 foregoing, bonds and the interest thereon issued under the
24 authority of this section shall be general obligations of the
25 commonwealth.
Said bonds shall not be subject to section fifty-three of
26
27 chapter twenty-nine of the GeneralLaws.
1
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1

Section 30. Section 35 of chapter 732 of the acts of 1981 is
hereby amended by inserting at the end of the first sentence
the following words:-; provided, however, that five hundred
thousand dollars of said amount shall be authorized to be
expended by the Westover metropolitan development corporation pursuant to clause (d) of section 5 of chapter six
hundred and seventy-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and
seventy-four for the development, design, and construction of
a facility appropriate for air passenger service and to assist
said corporation to qualify for federal grants including such
11 grants for airport improvement.

2
3
4
5
-6
7
8
9
10

1

Section 31. The commissioner of public works shall on or

2 before March 1, 1984 report to the joint committee on trans-

portation and the house and senate committee on ways and
means on the availability of federal funds for the construction of the Airport Connector Road, so called, in the city
of Pittsfield. If said commissioner determines that no federal
monies are available the commissioner shall submit a
supplemental report to said committees on or before July 1,
9 1984 detailing the availability of state funds for said project.

-3
4
-5
6
7
8

Section 32. The commissioner of the department of public
works
hereinafter called the commissioner is hereby
2
3 authorized to establish a program to assist towns with
4 populations of fifteen hundred or less undertaking projects to
5 construct, reconstruct, widen, resurface, rehabilitate, and
6 otherwise improve roads, highways, and bridges within the
7 commonwealth. Such a program shall provide grant funds to
8 towns for projects authorized by this section. Towns shall be
9 eligible to receive only one grant and the amount of any such
10 grant shall not exceed one hundred and fifty thousand
1

11 dollars.
12 The commissioner shall establish rules and regulations
13 which shall govern the application and distribution of grant
14 funds under the provisions of this section. Such rules and
15 regulations shall contain a requirement that any town
16 receiving a grant shall repay a portion of that grant to the
17 commonwealth. The required repayment amount shall not be
18 less than thirty percent of the amount of any such grant and
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19 the time period allowed for such repayment shall not exceei
20 ten years. To facilitate repayment of any grant amount th
21 commissioner may require the town to authorize sail
22 commissioner or the commissioner of revenue to deduct th
23 town’s repayment from any distribution of gasoline ta
24 monies or any other local aid distribution or grant made t
25 the town. Any amounts so deducted shall be paid into th
26 Highway Fund. Any such rules or regulations, or an
27 amendment or repeal of any such rules or regulations shar
28 after compliance with all applicable provisions of chapte
29 thirty A of the General Laws, be filed with the clerk of tl
30 house of representatives and the clerk of the senate.
31
Any town with a population of fifteen hundred or less mi
32 by vote of an annual town meeting or at a special tov ’
33 meeting called for that purpose or in a municipality having
34 town council form of government by the town council, mak
35 application to the commissioner for financial assistance i
36 undertaking a project described in this section. The aj
37 plication shall include the proposed cost of the project, th
38 proposed location of such project and any such other in
39 formation specified by such rules or regulations.
40
In evaluating the project and the level of funding th
41 commissioner shall consider, among others, the followin;
42 factors: (a) the extent to which the project will have
43 beneficial impact upon the economic and public safety et
44 forts of said town: (b) the availability of funds for the projec
45 under other state and federal programs: (c) the likelihood o
46 funding under other programs; (d) the financial ability of th
47 town to fund the project from its own sources; and (e) th
48 ability of the town to enter the capital markets to obtai;
49 borrowed funds for the project.
50
Upon the approval of said application, the commissione
51 shall notify the town as to the total amount of state aid fc
52 such project and the provisions for repayment. No grant
53 shall be approved after June thirtieth, nineteen hundred an
54 eighty-six.
Section 33. The Massachusetts Bay Transportatio:
2 Authority is hereby authorized and directed to study th'
3 feasibility of restoration of commuter rail services t<
1
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4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

southeastern Massachusetts, including but not limited to the
Old Colony Line, so called, in the Town of Plymouth. Such
study shall contain an analysis of the potential ridership, cost
of operation, and the capital expenditure necessary to
restore said services. Such study shall also include a
recommendation as to the most appropriate termini of such
services. Such study shall be filed on or before June 30, 1984
with the clerks of the house of representatives and the senate,
the joint committee on transportation, the house and senate
committees on ways and means and the commissioner of
14 administration.
1

2
3

-4
5
6

Section 34. There is hereby appropriated two million
dollars for the implementation of emergency measures to
alleviate traffic congestion incident to the planned resurfacing of the southeast expressway, so-called, beginning in
March, nineteen hundred and eight-four. Said amount shall
be held in a reserve account under the control of the
secretary of transportation and construction. Said amount
shall be used for the creation of alternative means of access
in egress from the City of Boston from and to the cities and
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Section 35. The department of public works is hereby
authorized and directed to report on the status of the state
and federal highway projects listed hereinafter. Said status
report shall provide a detailed explanation of the availability
of state and federal funds for such projects, the remaining
obstacles, if any, before such projects cna be completed, and
the anticipated completion date of such projects. Said status
report shall be filed with the joint committee on transportation and the house and senate committees on ways and
means before March first, nineteen hundred and eighty-four.
Such projects are:
the repair of the connector road between the interstate
highway route 495 and the City of Lowell;
reconstruction of state highway route 28 in the Town of
North Reading;
completion of United States highway 44 in the towns of
Carver and Plymouth;
reconstruction of state highway route 32 in the towns of
Palmer and Ware;
installation of traffic lights in the Town of Billerica at the
intersections of Treble Cove Road and state highway route
3A, at the intersection of Webb Brook Road and said route 3A,
and at the intersection of Bridge Street and said route 3A;
completion of drainage improvements along United States
highway 1 in the cities of Chelsea and Revere;
reconstruction and improvement of state highway route
141 in Easthampton;
completion of improvements of state highway 2 in Erving;

29 and
30
1

reconstruction of state highway 53 in the Town of Hanover.
Section 36. The department of public works is hereby

2 authorized and directed to expend a sum not to exceed two
3 million dollars for the establishment of tourist information
4 centers across the commonwealth. Such tourist information

5 centers shall be located at but not be limited to sites at the
6 Lindberg facility near the basketball hall of fame in the City
of Springfield, along interstate highway route 86 in the Town
7
8 of Sturbridge, along interstate highway route 91 in Ber9 nardston, near interstate highway route 195 and route 6 in
10 New Bedford and along interstate 90 in Lee.
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Section 37. To meet the expenditures necessary in
2 carrying out the provisions of section thirty-six of this act,
3 the state treasurer shall, upon the request of the governor,
4 issue and sell bonds of the commonwealth to an amount
5 specified by the governor from time to time, but not ex-6 ceeding in the aggregate, the sum of two million dollars. All
7 bonds issued by the commonwealth as aforesaid shall be
8 designated on their face the words, Tourist Centers Loan, Act
9 of 1983, and shall be issued for such maximum term of years,
10 not exceeding twenty years, as the governor may recom-11 mend to the general court pursuant to Section 3 of Article
12 LXII of the Amendments of the Constitution of the Com-13 monwealth; provided, however, that all such bonds shall be
14 payable not later than June thirtieth, two thousand and eight.
15 All interest and payments on account of principal of such
16 obligations shall be payable from the General Fund Bonds
17 and the interest thereon issued under the authority of this
18 section shall, notwithstanding any other provisions of this
19 act, be general obligations of the commonwealth.
1

1

2
3
4
5

6
7

Section 38. The department of public works is hereby
authorized to expend a sum not in excess of fifty thousand
dollars for a study, and preparation of plans, if necessary,
and construction, reconstruction, purchase and installation
of traffic signals adjacent to Alden Road and Bridge Street on
Route 240 in the Town of Fairhaven, including but not limited
to curbing and crosswalks, if necessary.

Section 39. A special commission, to consist of three
1
2 members of the senate, five members of the house of
3 representatives, and five persons to be appointed by the
4 governor, is hereby established for the purpose of making an
5 investigation and study concerning the promotion of tourism
6 in the commonwealth. Said commission shall report to the
7 general court the results of its investigation and study, and
8 its recommendations, together with drafts of legislation, if
9 any, necessary to carry such recommendations into effect,
10 by filing the same with the clerk of the house of represen-11 tatives on or before December first, nineteen hundred and
12 eighty-four. There is hereby appropriated seventy-five
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13 thousand dollars for the expenses of said special com-14 mission.”
1

-2
3
4
5

6
7
8
9
10
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Section 40. The secretary of transportation and construction is hereby authorized to expend an amount not to
exceed three million five hundred and fifty thousand dollars
for the following purposes:
(1) a study, and the preparation of plans, if necessary, and
the construction, including footings and foundations of an
underground parking facility at the Malden Center Station in
the city of Malden, and
(2) to design, purchase and install parking and security
control surveillance equipment for the Oak Grove Station in
the city of Malden.

Section 41. Section thirty-nine lof chapter one hundred
1
2 and ninety of the acts of nineteen hundred and eighty-two, as
3 inserted by section fifteen of chapter six hundred and twenty-4 nine of the acts of nineteen hundredand eighty-two, is hereby
5 amended by striking out in the second sentence the words
6 ‘‘one hundred” and inserting in place thereof the following
two hundred.
7 words:
1

2
3
4
5
6
7

-8
9
10
1

2
3
4

5
6

Section 42. Said section thirty-nine lis hereby further
amended by striking out the fifth sentence and inserting in
place thereof the following sentence: The principal amount
of such bonds shall, for the purposes of this paragraph, be
equal to the net proceeds thereof: the amount of bonds of any
such issue outstanding at any time shall be determined by
multiplying the face amount of the bonds of such issue outstanding at such time by a fraction the numerator of which is
the original net proceeds of such issue and the denominator
of which is the orginal face amount of such issue.
Section 43. The department of public works is hereby
authorized and directed to expend a sum not to exceed two
million eight hundred thousand dollars for a study, and the
preparation of plans, if necessary, and construction,
reconstruction, alteration and improvements to garages and
maintenance shops.

30

SENATE
1
2
3
4

5
6

7
8
9
10

11
12
13
14
15

16
17
18
19

No. 2297.

[Dec. 1983.]

Section 44. To meet the expenditures necessary in
carrying out the provisions of section thirty-five of this act,
the state treasurer shall, upon the request of the governor,
issue and sell bonds of the commonwealth to an amount
specified by the governor from time to time, but not exceeding in the aggregate, the sum of two million dollars. All
bonds issued by the commonwealth aforesaid shall be
designated on their faced the words, Public Works Garage
Act, Act of 1983, and shall be issued for such maximum term
of years, not exceeding twenty years, as the governor may
recommend to the general court pursuant to Section 3 of
Article LXII of the Amendments of the Constitution of the
Commonwealth: provided, however, that all such bonds shall
be payable not later than June thirtieth, two thousand and
eight. All interest and payments on account of principal of
such obligations shall be payable from the Highway Fund;
and the interest thereon issued under the authority of this
section shall, notwithstanding any other provisions of this
act, be general obligations of the Commonwealth.
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