
Over the next several months, the Boston
MPO will offer several ways for you to
give your views on the development of
the upcoming fiscal year’s certification
documents: the Regional Transportation
Plan (Plan), the Unified Planning Work
Program (UPWP), and the Transporta-
tion Improvement
Program (TIP). The
MPO members
hope you will take
part.

There will be four
workshops in late
May and early June to provide opportuni-
ties for municipal officials and members
of the general public to contribute ideas
and direction to the certification docu-
ments before they appear in draft form.
The workshop format will accommodate
transportation professionals, long-time
community activists, and newcomers
alike with its short plenary session and
longer, more participant-directed “break-
out” discussions. 

You may be interested in reviewing draft
project evaluations and the build scenar-
ios for the Plan, in learning more about
the MPO’s new TIP criteria, or in provid-
ing input on projects considered for the
Plan and TIP. It will also be a chance to
support a new idea for the UPWP and
hear updates on current planning proj-
ects. Whatever your interest, you will be
able to talk face to face with MPO staff.
The workshops will run from 4:00 P.M. to
7:00 P.M. See the calendar on page 6 for
details.

In addition, the MPO Web site,
www.bostonmpo.org, will include materi-
als prepared during the development of
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Share Your Transportation Ideas with the MPOUpdate on the 2004–25
Regional Transportation
Plan
The Boston MPO is continuing work on
its 2004–25 Regional Transportation
Plan with the development of a 2025
No-Build Scenario and a list of proposed

transit and highway projects. The MPO
will soon begin developing alternative
2025 Build Scenarios. Comparing them
will help in arriving at a recommended
list of projects to be included in the Plan.
An environmental justice analysis will
also be performed in conjunction with
project selection.

The MPO is reviewing the Universe of
Transit Projects developed as part of the
MBTA’s Program for Mass Transporta-
tion (PMT) as one of the main inputs for
transit project selection. The PMT and
its review of each project can be accessed
through the MPO’s Web site at
www.bostonmpo.org. Under the MBTA
Program for Mass Transportation button,
click on PMT Draft Document. The
projects and their evaluations can be
found under PMT Appendices, specifi-
cally Appendix B.

In addition, the MPO’s Transportation
Planning and Programming Committee is
currently reviewing the Universe of
Highway Projects and using the MPO’s
policies to assess each project. This infor-
mation can also be reviewed on the Web
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the certification documents and provide
an avenue for submitting comments.

The Regional Transportation Advisory
Council, in its regular meetings on May
14 and June 11, and the Environmental
Justice Committee will discuss the docu-
ments and provide input and advice.

These meetings are
open to the public.
Meeting times and
agendas will be
posted on the MPO
Web site and listed
in TRANSREPORT’s

meeting calendar.

The MAPC subregional groups have been
active since January reviewing and com-
menting on the Plan’s Universe of Proj-
ects and identifying each region’s issues
and priorities. Review by the subregions
will continue either at regularly scheduled
meetings or through e-mail discussions.

Once the documents are drafted, they will
be circulated for public review, probably
in late June or early July. The MPO will
hold two public meetings (not yet sched-
uled) to discuss the documents during the
review period.

WORKSHOPS

WEDNESDAY, MAY 21 – FRAMINGHAM TOWN HALL

TUESDAY, JUNE 3 – QUINCY CITY HALL

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 4 – STATE TRANSPORTATION

BUILDING, 10 PARK PLAZA, BOSTON

THURSDAY, JUNE 12 – WAKEFIELD TOWN HALL

www.bostonmpo.org
www.bostonmpo.org


TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AND PROGRAMMING
COMMITTEE ACTION ITEMS

In April the Boston MPO’s Transportation Planning and Pro-
gramming Committee approved three technical memoranda

prepared by the Central Transportation Planning Staff:

• Congested Signalized Intersection Study in the North Shore Task Force Subregion —
This study, which was developed in consultation with North Shore Task Force
members and town engineers and planners, identifies North Shore intersections
where potential improvements would be relatively easy to implement. It includes
descriptions of existing conditions, turning movement counts, traffic observations,
and analyses of intersection capacity, crash data, and, where applicable, traffic sig-
nal warrants. For further information or to request a copy of the memorandum,
contact CTPS project manager Chen-Yuan Wang at (617) 973-7100 or
cyw@ctps.org.

• Ridership and Passenger Mile Estimates for the FY 2002 National Transit Database:
Directly Operated Services and Commuter Rail Passenger Mile Calculations — This
memorandum presents estimates of passenger boardings and passenger miles for the
MBTA bus, trackless trolley, heavy rail, and light rail systems. It also provides con-
firmation of the MBTA’s estimates of the average commuter rail passenger miles
per trip.

• Ridership and Passenger Mile Estimates for the FY 2002 National Transit Database:
Purchased Motor Bus — Similar to the memorandum described above, this memo-
randum includes estimates for bus routes operated as part of the interdistrict and
suburban transportation programs and other contracted MBTA local bus services.
For further information or to request a copy of these memoranda, contact CTPS
project manager Clinton Bench at (617) 973-7100 or cbench@ctps.org.

ACCESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO THE MBTA UPDATE

At the April AACT meeting, the MBTA’s director of design, Barbara Boylan, pre-
sented plans for reconstruction of three MBTA Red Line Stations: Fields Corner,
Savin Hill, and Shawmut. AACT Chairman Jim Oliver announced that the AACT
chair will serve on a committee established by the MBTA to select the provider(s) of
RIDE service who will operate under a new contract beginning in July 2005. He also
reminded members of the annual election of officers to take place at the May meet-
ing (see page 6 for meeting details) and of an opportunity that is being scheduled for
members to participate in a demonstration of the MBTA’s new Blue Line vehicles. 

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE UPDATE

At the April meeting, Stephen Burrington, deputy chief of staff for the Office of
Commonwealth Development, discussed “smart growth” principles and the state’s
recently formulated policies, “Fix it First” and “Communities First” (see related arti-
cle on page 5). He also talked about the capital spending review that is underway
and noted that there are many more transportation projects than can be funded. Mr.
Burrington explained that Governor Romney wants transportation decisions to be
made on the basis of objective, transparent criteria and acknowledged the Boston
MPO’s efforts in developing criteria for the Transportation Improvement Program. In
closing, Mr. Burrington asked the Council to provide ideas for and assistance in
engaging a broader public in regional transportation planning.

BOSTON METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION ACTIVITIES

On April 7 the Charlestown portion of
the Tobin Bridge Painting Project began,
as part of an ongoing process to safely
maintain the two-and-a-quarter-mile
structure over the Mystic River. Atlas
Painting and Sheeting Corporation,
which successfully completed the Chelsea
phase of the painting project, has set up
test monitoring equipment and contain-
ment enclosures in Charlestown. The
new coat of paint will help protect the
bridge from natural elements that can
cause corrosion. In total, 24,000 gallons
are needed to paint the bridge from end
to end.

Massport engineers and environmental
planners met with city and state officials,
Charlestown Neighborhood Council
members, other community representa-
tives, and residents to address any poten-
tial concerns prior to the start of work.
Massport is requiring its contractors to
use high-quality, environmentally sound
equipment, certified personnel, and spe-
cific paint-removal procedures. Mass-
port’s stringent public safety and environ-
mental requirements underlie the entire
project.

“With four years of success in Chelsea,
we are confident that this phase of the
paint project can be completed smoothly
and efficiently and with minimal commu-
nity impacts,” said Massport’s director of
the Tobin Memorial Bridge, Mary Jane
O’Meara. “Painting the bridge is essential
to maintaining its structural integrity and
protecting against rust.”

Repainting the structural steel elements
of the lower level of the Tobin Bridge
from the CANA portal heading north to
the Little Mystic truss is expected to take
approximately 18 months to complete.
Work takes place Monday through Friday
from 7:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. During work
hours, the Tobin Bridge’s lower level
roadway will be reduced to two perma-
nent center lanes up to the Little Mystic
truss and widen to three lanes past the
truss. 

Tobin Bridge Gets New
Coat of Paint

� Tobin Bridge cont. on p. 6 
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Municipal Elections to the Boston MPO Set for May 28
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On Wednesday, May 28, the Boston
Metropolitan Planning Organization
(MPO) will hold an election of munici-
pal members at the annual meeting of
the Metropolitan Area Planning Council
(MAPC) in Boston. The MPO is a 14-
member body, of which seven members
are local municipalities. The City of
Boston is a permanent member, and the
other six municipal members, three cities
and three towns, are elected on a rotat-
ing basis. 

Last year, the MPO changed its proce-
dures for electing municipal representa-
tives to achieve broader representation
and a clearer process, and to lengthen
the terms served. This year, the one city
and one town with the most votes will
serve a three-year term, while the town
with the second-most votes will receive a
two-year term. Only one elected commu-
nity from any MAPC subregion, except
the Inner Core, may serve on the MPO
at any one time. The Inner Core subre-
gion may have up to two elected repre-
sentatives on the MPO. In 2002, the
cities of Everett and Newton and the
town of Hopkinton were reelected to the
MPO under the changed election proce-
dures (see map).

On May 7, MAPC and the MBTA Advi-
sory Board will host a Candidates’ Night
at the Wellesley Town Hall at 7:30 P.M.
Candidates will be on hand to discuss
their approach to serving on the Boston
MPO and answer questions from the
audience. 

The following are statements of candi-
dacy provided by the nominees: 

STATEMENT OF CANDIDACY

Community: Bedford

Chief Elected Official: Catherine Cordes

Designated Representative: Selectman
Gordon Feltman

The Town of Bedford stands for reelec-
tion to the Boston MPO to continue to
champion the interests of all 101 com-
munities in the region in establishing a
fair, open, and understandable MPO
process. Despite the maddeningly slow
pace, significant progress has been made

in this regard, and we wish to continue
to contribute to the democratization of
the process that had been completely
dominated by the state and badly dis-
torted to serve the political and cash flow
needs of the “Big Dig.”

While we look at the region from the
perspective of a small suburban town, we
understand that suburban well-being rests
on the vitality and success of the region’s
inner core. We also believe that
improved mobility within the suburbs
can be an important contributor to the
region’s economic growth as well as to
the quality of life within the suburbs.
Improved suburban mobility will enhance
the opportunity for urban core residents
to access the economic opportunities that
are abundantly scattered throughout the
suburbs.  

Bedford also embraces the precepts of the
environmental justice movement as it
applies to transportation. We are a “No
Place to Hate” community with an active
program welcoming and encouraging
diversity. It will be many years before EJ
considerations result in transportation
investments in towns like ours, if ever,
but the needs of the elderly, infirm, and
impoverished suburbanites are no less
real than the the needs of such residents
of Boston or Lynn or Framingham. We

know, however, that first things come
first.

STATEMENT OF CANDIDACY

Community: Framingham

Chief Elected Official: Charles Sisitsky

Framingham is pleased to announce its
candidacy for reelection to the Greater
Boston MPO. Framingham has worked
hard, attending bi-weekly meetings plus
subcommittee meetings, to stay well
informed on every federal, state, and
local transportation issue, so that we are
educated representatives for you. We
want to ensure that all 101 communities
get an equal chance to comment on
MPO work products, attend our
expanded public outreach meetings, and
file projects for funding through the
Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP) or other revenue sources.

Framingham speaks out often and loudly,
expressing “local perspectives” on all fis-
cal and policy matters. We have been an
effective voice, forcing changes in many
MPO operating procedures with the aim
of creating a “Real TIP” we all can use in
making local transportation design and
construction commitments. We pride
ourselves on learning the details of your
projects as well as our own. We want

� Election cont. on p. 4 



site referenced above, under the Trans-
portation Plan 2004–25 button.

Any comments on this material may be
submitted to the MPO through the Web
site or sent to the Boston MPO, State
Transportation Building, 10 Park Plaza,
Suite 2150, Boston, MA 02116.

The Plan is scheduled for approval by the
MPO in mid-August 2003. Public review
of project information will expand from
the Web site to public outreach sessions
beginning in late May (see article on
page 1).

� Plan cont. from p. 1 

Activity Increases at
Hanscom Field
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rules to equitably and consistently be
applied to large and small communities
whether they are from the inner core or
the south, the west, or the north of our
region. We are working hard to adopt
selection criteria for both the Regional
Plan and TIP, so that local governments
will better understand the basis for fund-
ing decisions. The Chair of the Board of
Selectmen is Charles Sisitsky, and the
Board has sent Selectman Ginger Esty
and Planning & Economic Development
Director Kathleen Bartolini to represent
them at MPO meetings. We are proud to
represent you; please provide us the
opportunity to continue.

STATEMENT OF CANDIDACY

Community: Hingham

Chief Elected Official: Mathew MacIver

I have lived in Hingham since 1988 and
have served as a Selectman since 2000. (I
am running unopposed this year for an
additional three-year term.) Prior to this, I
served as an elected member of the Hing-
ham Sewer Commission for 10 years, the
latter three as Chairman, and imple-
mented fundamental changes in our oper-
ational policies and budget planning prac-
tices. On the personal side, I hold a Mas-
ters Degree in City and Regional Planning
from Harvard University, although my
career has focused on IT management
since the late 1980s.

During the mid-90s the Hingham Sewer
Commission crafted an intermunicipal
agreement with the Towns of Cohasset
and Hull to purchase underutilized treat-
ment capacity in the latter town, a
regional “first” for Hingham and our
neighbors. As a Selectman, I have broad-
ened this refreshed orientation to region-
alism by initiating and supporting the
coordination of “cross-border” policy and
project based work in transportation,
housing, and environmental issues.

In the absence of formal regional gover-
nance structures, regional policy is coordi-
nated through nongovernmental organiza-
tions. I serve on the South Shore Coali-
tion, representing our interests to the
Regional Transportation Advisory Coun-
cil, and also sit on the Board of Directors

of the Vision 2020 project as an MAPC
representative. The South Shore should
be similarly represented in the work of the
Boston Metropolitan Planning Organiza-
tion (MPO), and I value the opportunity
to do so.

STATEMENT OF CANDIDACY

Community: Salem

Chief Elected Official: 
Stanley J. Usovicz, Jr.

Salem Mayor Stanley J. Usovicz, Jr., is the
longest-serving mayor on the North Shore
and has been a proponent of several major
regional transportation projects and initia-
tives. The City of Salem is an active mem-
ber of the Metropolitan Area Planning
Council, the North Shore Task Force, the
Massachusetts Mayors’ Association, and
the North Shore Major Investment Study
by the MBTA, and is one of the communi-
ties selected to host a “Walkable Commu-
nity” workshop. Salem has also recently
been actively involved in the MPO’s
Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP) process. With the decision of neigh-
boring Peabody not to seek renomination
as a city representative on the MPO,
Mayor Usovicz has nominated Salem for
the position. 

As a member of the MPO, Mayor Usovicz
will continue his focus on regional proj-
ects, as well as support important develop-
ment statewide. Regionally, Stan Usovicz
has advocated for several projects benefit-
ing the North of Boston region, including
the Beverly-Salem/Route 1A Transporta-
tion Project, the development of new
parking facilities at the MBTA stations in
Beverly and Salem, and the reconstruction
of Routes 1A, 114, and 107. Salem has
championed regional transit solutions as
well, including the ferry demonstration
project, the walkable communities effort,
the development of a regional bike path
system, and the improvement of transit
options north of Boston through the MIS
process. Statewide, Mayor Usovicz is com-
mitted to advocating for projects that will
enhance economic development and smart
growth patterns throughout the Common-
wealth.
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Massport announced in March that there
were 218,248 takeoffs and landings in
2002 at Hanscom Field, marking a 6.2
percent increase over 2001 activity at the
Bedford airport. Much of the increase is
the result of the growing popularity of
business jet travel. In 2002 Hanscom
Field handled 30,797 business jet opera-
tions, up 35 percent from 2001. This
growth in corporate air service at
Hanscom Field has moderated the vol-
ume of small jet activity at Logan Air-
port. 

While flight activity has increased at the
Bedford facility, the number of passengers
carried by the two commercial services
operating there is down from 2001,
reflecting an industry trend. The two air-
lines, Shuttle America and Boston-
Maine Airlines, carried 67,688 passengers
in 2002, as opposed to 134,337 in 2001.

Hanscom Field
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Boston MPO Hosts Walkable Community Workshops
During the week of
March 24–28, the
Boston Metropoli-
tan Planning
Organization
(MPO) hosted
eight “Walkable
Community”
workshops
throughout the

MPO region. These workshops, cospon-
sored by the National Center for Bicy-
cling and Walking, were half-day courses
for professionals in the fields of planning,
engineering, law enforcement, and edu-
cation, as well as for elected officials and
citizens. The workshops included an
informative presentation from national
experts and a visit to a specific site
within each community to view pedes-
trian facilities and how they serve walk-

ers’ needs. 

Workshops were held in the communities
of Boston, Burlington, Everett, Marlbor-
ough, Norwood, Quincy, Salem, and
Somerville. These locations were selected
based on several variables, including
local community support. The workshops
are part of a grant program designed to
help MPOs address bicycling and walking
issues within their regions. The Boston
MPO was one of nine MPOs selected
from a national pool of applicants. The
other MPOs hosting workshops are
Atlanta, Georgia; Spokane, Washington;
Gulfport, Mississippi; Charlottesville,
Virginia; Rochester, New York; Bing-
hamton, New York; Burlington, Ver-
mont; and Hartford, Connecticut.

Overall, the success of the eight work-
shops within the region was excellent.

Average attendance was 35, setting a
new record for the national series. The
workshops attracted elected officials, resi-
dents, and local advocacy groups not
only from the host community, but also
from surrounding communities, as well as
members of state agencies, private firms,
and regional organizations.

Attendees were enthusiastic about what
they learned and how they might apply it
within their communities. The philoso-
phy supported by these workshops, mak-
ing our communities more walkable and
livable, is of great importance to the
Boston MPO, which is now determining
next steps. For further details on the pro-
gram, please contact MPO staff by tele-
phone (Jonathan Church, 617-973-7097;
Cathy Lewis, 617-973-7118) or e-mail
(walkable@ctps.org).

New Governors Take Up Smart Growth Mantle
With the election of many new gover-
nors this past November, more governors
than ever are pursuing smart-growth ini-
tiatives this year. Former Maryland gov-
ernor Parris Glendening, the governor
most closely associated with the term
“smart growth,” has agreed to head the
Smart Growth Leadership Institute
which is being established by Smart
Growth America. The institute will be a
resource for elected officials, including
governors, who are grappling with the
policies, politics, and possibilities associ-
ated with urban growth challenges. 

Several new governors—both Republican
and Democrat—are pursuing smart
growth strategies to assist in their
responses to the sagging economy. In
Michigan, a 26-member bipartisan
Michigan Land Use Leadership Council
was created and charged with “identify-
ing the trends, causes, and consequences
of urban sprawl.” In South Carolina, law-
makers are looking at eliminating “school
sprawl” by building schools that are
smaller and more neighborhood friendly,
and in Tennessee, a smart-growth advo-
cate has been appointed to oversee better
management of the state DOT’s impact

on communities and the environment.

Here at home, Governor Mitt Romney is
also pursuing smart growth strategies and
has vowed to employ its principles in
addressing the state’s critical issues of
housing affordability, environmental pro-
tection, and transportation investment.
The governor has appointed Douglas Foy,
one of the state’s
leading conserva-
tionists, to coordi-
nate state policies
guiding transporta-
tion, the environ-
ment, and devel-
opment and has
created the Office
of Commonwealth Development. In
addition, he has established the “Com-
munities First” and “Fix It First” policies
for state highways, eschewing the cre-
ation of new highways in the country-
side. 

“America is becoming aware of the great
destruction that is being done by sprawl,”
said Governor Glendening, “and many
places are electing people who want to
create better places and leave a legacy

worthy of our children.”

Richard Moe, president of the National
Trust for Historic Preservation and a
founding member of the Smart Growth
America coalition, said the movement’s
continued momentum, even in times of
economic uncertainty and threatened
war, demonstrated its staying power.

“We’ve seen years of real accomplish-
ment by the smart-growth movement in
containing sprawl, enhancing the envi-
ronment, revitalizing communities, keep-
ing schools in neighborhoods, and ensur-
ing a better quality of life for ourselves
and our families,” Moe said. “The essen-
tial thing is to offer people a viable alter-
native to sprawl. That means reclaiming
the streets and neighborhoods where peo-
ple live—the towns, inner cities, and
older suburbs that we’ve neglected so
badly for the past half-century. Reinvest-
ment in existing communities is smart
growth.”

For more information about Smart
Growth America, visit www.
smartgrowthamerica.org.

www.smartgrowthamerica.org
www.smartgrowthamerica.org
mailto: walkable@ctps.org
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Massport will continue to provide com-
munities with traffic advisories and brief-
ings on the project and encourages bridge
users to contact Massport community
representative Dorothy Connolly Steele
at (617) 568-3705 for further informa-
tion.

� Tobin Bridge cont. from p. 2 

Meeting dates and times are subject to change: please
call (617) 973-7119 for confirmation. Additional
transportation meetings open to the public are listed
on the Boston MPO Web site: www.bostonmpo.org.

MEETING CALENDAR

Thursday, May 1
Boston MPO Transportation 10:00 A.M.
Planning and Programming
Work Session

MPO Conference Room, Suite 2150
Friday, May 9

Doing Business with the MBTA: 1:00 P.M.
A Workshop Sponsored by the 
MBTA and the State Office of Minority 
& Women Business Assistance 
For more information, contact Pablo Calderon at
(617) 222-4395.

Wednesday, May 14 
Regional Transportation 3:00 P.M.
Advisory Council 

Conference Room 1
Thursday, May 15

Boston MPO Transportation 10:00 A.M.
Planning and Programming
Committee

MPO Conference Room, Suite 2150
Wednesday, May 28

Access Advisory Committee 1:00 P.M.
to the MBTA (AACT)

Conference Room 2

Boston MPO Environmental 2:00 P.M.
Justice Committee (Tentative)

MPO Conference Room, Suite 2150
Call (617) 973-7100 to confirm.

Call for Date
MBTA Board of Directors 1:00 P.M.

Conference Room 2/3
Call (617) 222-5179 for date.

Wednesday, June 4
Boston MPO Workshop* 4:00 P.M.

Conference Center, Second Floor

AT OTHER BOSTON-AREA LOCATIONS

Wednesday, May 7
Boston MPO Election 7:30 P.M.
Candidates’ Night

Wellesley Town Hall, Great Hall Room
525 Washington Street, Wellesley

AT THE STATE TRANSPORTATION BUILDING,
10 PARK PLAZA, BOSTON

The public is welcome to attend the following 
transportation-related meetings. A photo ID is usu-
ally required for access to meeting locations.

Tuesday, May 13
MassHighway Public Hearing: 7:00 P.M.
Proposed Route 2 Safety 
Improvements at Crosby’s Corner

Brooks School
Ballfield Road, Lincoln

Thursday, May 15
MassHighway Public Hearing: 7:00 P.M.
Proposed Improvements to the 
Route 9 Bridge over the Sudbury River 

Framingham Town Hall
Memorial Building
Public Hearing Room
150 Concord Street, Framingham

Tuesday, May 20
Central Artery Environmental    3:00 P.M.
Oversight Committee
Hale and Dorr
60 State Street, 26th floor, Boston

Wednesday, May 21
Boston MPO Workshop* 4:00 P.M.

Framingham Town Hall
Memorial Building
150 Concord Street, Framingham

Wednesday, May 28
Metropolitan Area Planning 8:30 A.M.
Council (MAPC) Annual Meeting

Boston MPO Election 10:00 A.M.
Swissotel
1 Avenue DeLafayette, Boston

Tuesday, June 3
Boston MPO Workshop* 4:00 P.M.

Quincy City Hall
1305 Hancock Street, Quincy

Thursday, June 12
Boston MPO Workshop* 4:00 P.M.

Wakefield Town Hall
1 Lafayette Street, Wakefield

*See page 1 article for workshop details.
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