
SENATE No. 1552
By Mr. D’Amico and Mr. Collins of Amherst, a joint petition (accom-

panied by bill, Senate, No. 352) of the Massachusetts Teachers Associa-
tion, by John H. Flannagan, Jr., Gerard D’Amico, Walter J. Boverini, James
G. Collins and other members of the House of Representatives for legisla-
tion to promote equitable school funding. Education.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

2 ed by adding the following new section:
3 Section 18E. Notwithstanding any general or special law or
4 charter provision to the contrary, the amounts of local aid
5 received by any city or town under the provisions of the fiscal
6 year 1985 state budget which are greater than the amounts
7 received by said city or town under Chapter 289 of the Acts
8 of 1983, shall be apportioned among the various accounts of
9 local expenditure; provided, however, that increased amounts

10 shall be appropriated for the support of the local public school
11 district(s) and for payments to any regional school and/or
12 vocational school districts of which the city or town is a mem-
-13 her, in at least the same percentages, respectively, which ap-
-14 propriations for the local public school district (s) and appro-
-15 priations for payments to regional and/or vocational school
16 districts were of total local appropriations in said city or town
17 during the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred
18 and eighty-four.

19 Notwithstanding the foregoing, when a local legislative body
20 determines that the minimum percentages of said increased
21 amount to be expended in the manner set forth in this section
22 are greater or less than necessary, it may, by a two-thirds
23 vote, subtract or add up to but not more than ten percent of
24 the sum of said minimum percentages, maintaining the same
25 ratio of funding among the school districts. A regional school

1 Section 1. Chapter 58 of the General Laws is hereby amend-
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26 district committee may revise its annual budget adopted in
27 accordance with Sections sixteen (m) and sixteen (B) of Chap-
-28 ter seventy-one within twenty-one days of the distribution of
29 increased local aid identified in this act and may apportion the
30 regional school district budget so approved among the member
31 municipalities in accordance with the terms of the regional
32 district agreement; provided that the amounts so apportioned
33 do not exceed the percentage of said increased aid that the
34 member municipality must spend for regional school purposes
35 as determined in this paragraph.

1 Section 2. Chapter 44 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding to the end thereof the following new Sec-
-3 tion 69.
4 In providing annually an amount of money sufficient for the
5 support of its public schools, regional and/or vocational school
6 districts, and for other municipal purposes, no city or town
7 shall reduce its fiscal year 1985 budget for its public schools,
8 regional and/or vocational school districts or other municipal
9 purposes by a greater percentage, with a variance not greater

10 than ten percent, than the percentage which those respective
11 budgets for fiscal 1984 year bear to the city’s and town’s en-
-12 tire budget for fiscal year 1984, and no city or town shall trans-
-13 fer expenses to those respective budgets which were not in-
-14 eluded in those respective budgets in fiscal 1984.

1 Section 3. Chapter 44 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding at the end thereof the following new sec-
-3 tion:
4 Section 70. Funds received by any city or town from the
5 Commonwealth which by law are reimbursement for specific
6 school or other municipal expenditures, shall be appropriated
7 only to the board office, department or committee under whose
8 authority the reimbursable expenditures were made and shall
9 not be appropriated to any other municipal board, office, de-

10 partment, or committee.


