
SENATE No. 397
By Mr. Reilly, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 397) of

Martin T. Reilly for legislation relative to the amounts appropriated for
local school budgets. Education.

1 Section 1. Section 34 of chapter 71 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by chapter 782 of the acts of 1981,
3 is hereby further amended by adding at the end thereof the
4 following paragraph;
5 Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary,
6 in any city or town in which the provisions of paragraph (d)
7 of section twenty-one C of chapter fifty-nine (as most recently
8 amended by chapter seven hundred and eighty-two of the acts
9 of nineteen hundred and eighty-one) are applicable, when it is

10 deemed necessary to reduce appropriations for the support of
11 public schools below the amount appropriated for such pur-
-12 poses in the previous fiscal year, such reduction shall not ex-
-13 ceed the amount obtained by multiplying the following two
14 variables. The first variable shall be the percentage Which ap-
-15 propriations for the support of public schools represented of
16 total local appropriations in the city or town during the fiscal
17 year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and eighty-three.
18 The second variable shall be the amount by which total taxes
19 assessed in the city or town must be reduced in accordance
20 with paragraph (d) of section twenty-one C of chapter fifty-
-21 nine in the fiscal year in question.

1 Section 2. Chapter 58 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding the following new section:
3 Section 18D. Notwithstanding any general or special law
4 or charter provision to the contrary, in any fiscal year in
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5 which the amounts distributed under the provisions of seo
6 tions eighteen A, eighteen B, eighteen C or any other local
7 aid provision which the General Court may from time to time
8 establish exceed those distributed during the fiscal year end-
-9 ing June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and eighty-three, such in-

-10 creased amounts, unless explicitly earmarked by general or
11 special law for certain purposes, shall be apportioned among
12 the various accounts of local expenditure; provided, however,
13 that in any city or town in which the provisions of paragraph
14 (d) of section twenty-one C of chapter fifty-nine (as most
15 recently amended by chapter seven hundred and eighty-two of
16 the acts of nineteen hundred and eighty-one) are applicable,
17 such increased funds shall be appropriated for the support of
18 public schools, and for payments to any general school and/or
19 vocational sdhool districts of which the city or town is a mem-
-20 her, in at least 'the same percentages, respectively, which ap-
-21 propriations for school purposes and appropriations for pay-
-22 ments to regional and/or vocational school districts were of
23 total local appropriations in said city or town during the fiscal
24 year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and eighty-three.
25 Notwithstanding the foregoing, when a local legislative body
26 determines that the minimum percentages of said increased
27 funds to be expended for the support of public schools, and for
28 payments to regional school and/or vocational school districts,
29 as set forth above, are greater than necessary, it may, by a
30 two-thirds vote, subtract up to but not more than ten percent-
-31 age points from said minimum percentages.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage, and
2 shall affect local budgets adopted for the fiscal year beginning
3 July first, nineteen hundred and eighty-three and each fiscal
4 year thereafter.


