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In September 30 Congress enacted HR
5183, a bill that extends the current
Transportation Equity Act for the 21st
Century (TEA-21) until May 31, 2005.
While the funding sources for the exten-
sion have shifted somewhat, federal
funding available for the nation’s Trans-
portation Improvement Programs and
Unified Planning Work Programs
remains essentially unchanged. There
were no project earmarks included in the
extension. 

The extension provides the option of
delaying decisions on a long-term reau-
thorization bill until next spring. The
Association of Metropolitan Planning
Organizations and delegations consisting
of MPO members, state highway and
transit officials, and public interest
groups from across the nation will con-
tinue to provide input to congressional
representatives regarding the next
attempt at reauthorization, which will
define programming of federal trans-
portation funds for the next 5 to 10
years. Issues such as state allocation
equations, planning funds available to
MPOs, and the funding split between
highways and transit all impact planning
and projects supported by federal and
state funds within metropolitan areas. 

The full text and an overview of the
extension are available on-line from the
Department of Transportation at www
.fhwa.dot.gov/reauthorization/stea04p5
.htm.

News about the TEA-21 reauthorization
is regularly updated at www.fhwa.dot
.gov/reauthorization/index.htm. 

TRANSPORTATION NEWS FROM THE BOSTON METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION
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TEA-21 Extended for Eight
Months 

Boston MPO Suburban Mobility Program Moving Toward
Implementation

The Boston Metropolitan Planning
Organization programmed congestion
mitigation and air quality improvement
(CMAQ) funds to two new services
under its Suburban Mobility Program.
The Worcester Regional Transit Author-
ity (WRTA) and the 128 Business Coun-
cil will provide the services to improve
mobility in areas currently unserved or
underserved by transit.

The WRTA will operate a rider request
service providing connections to com-
muter rail and the LIFT transit system in
the communities of Marlborough and
Southborough. It is designed to serve all
trip purposes, including commuter, med-
ical, social service, and shopping. 

Because the communities are large and
have geographically dispersed population,
employment, services, and retail estab-
lishments, service destinations will be
zone-oriented and will incorporate high-
density retail, service, and employment
hubs. Residents from throughout both
communities will be able to request ser-
vice into the destination zones.

Final Documents Available
Final versions of the Boston MPO’s fiscal
year 2005 Unified Planning Work Pro-
gram and fiscal years 2005–2009 Trans-
portation Improvement Program are
available in print, on CD, or on tape. To
request a copy call the Boston MPO at
(617) 973-7100 or (617) 973-7089
(TTY), or e-mail us at publicinforma
tion@ctps.org. The documents may also
be downloaded from the Boston MPO
Web site at www.bostonmpoorg.

The service will operate on a two-day
advance notice in order to facilitate
grouping of trips. Hours of service will be
approximately 6:00 A.M. to 6:30 P.M., to
accommodate the MBTA commuter rail
schedule, Monday through Friday. Riders
can call to schedule trips between the
hours of 8:00 A.M. and 4:30 P.M. 

There will be a $2.00 charge for each
one-way trip. 

Founded in 1974, the WRTA is a public,
nonprofit organization maintaining a
fleet of 44 buses for 28 fixed routes in
Worcester and 13 of the surrounding
communities. The WRTA also provides



FOR THE RECORD
A TRANSREPORT Correction BOSTON METROPOLITAN PLANNING

ORGANIZATION ACTION ITEMS

On September 9, following a 35-day public review period
and upon the recommendation of its Transportation Plan-
ning and Programming Committee, the Boston MPO

endorsed the following documents:

• The fiscal year 2005 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) 
• The fiscal years 2005–2009 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
• An amendment to the fiscal years 2004–2008 TIP concerning the phasing of the

Beacon Street, Brookline, project

See page one for information on how to request copies of these documents. 

TRANSPORTATION PLANNING AND PROGRAMMING COMMITTEE
ACTION ITEMS

In addition to reviewing the comments received on the draft TIP and UPWP and
developing recommendations on their endorsement, the MPO’s Transportation Plan-
ning and Programming Committee approved a work program for the Central Trans-
portation Planning Staff (CTPS) to provide assistance to the MBTA for its Title VI
benchmarking. In this $139,200 work effort CTPS will create maps and compile
service and planning statistics that describe the public transportation service pro-
vided to neighborhoods in the MBTA service area. This data will be used for the
MBTA quarterly reports and future MPO reports to the Federal Transit Administra-
tion (FTA) Office for Civil Rights. CTPS will also prepare the triennial Title VI
report to be submitted to FTA in May 2005.

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COUNCIL UPDATE

The September Advisory Council meeting featured a presentation on the draft FY
2005 UPWP and the draft FYs 2005–2009 TIP. The Advisory Council recommended
approval of the FY 2005 UPWP. Members strongly supported full funding for the
Suburban Mobility Program and restoration of funds for the Transportation Demand
Management Program in the FY 2005 element of the TIP, which they otherwise
endorsed. 

The September Council meeting also included the election of new officers for the
2004–2005 Council year. Jeffrey Levine, the Inner Core representative, was elected
as chair, and Steven Olanoff, the Town of Westwood representative, was elected as
vice chair. Their terms of office will start with the October Advisory Council meet-
ing. Members expressed deep thanks to Phil Hodge for his year of service as chair. 

The October Council meeting will feature a briefing and discussion on the MBTA’s
upcoming automated fare-collection system.

ACCESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO THE MBTA (AACT) UPDATE

MBTA General Manager Michael Mulhern has accepted AACT’s invitation to
address the Committee at a meeting to be held in the State Transportation Building

Library on Tuesday, November 16, at 1:00 P.M. To
ensure that AACT’s concerns are fully addressed at
the meeting, members must prepare comments and
questions in advance and submit them in writing
by October 27.

Questions and comments may be submitted via
U.S. mail to Janie Guion, AACT Coordinator,
CTPS, 10 Park Plaza, Ste. 2150, Boston MA 02116
or via e-mail to Ms. Guion at AACT@ctps.org.
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BOSTON METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION ACTIVITIES

Due to a reporting error, the article, “End of the
Line for Elevated Trains in Boston,” in the Sep-
tember 2004 issue of TRANSREPORT, incor-
rectly described the elevated Green Line tracks
that are currently in the process of demolition at
North Station as having been Boston’s first ele-
vated railway. When it opened on June 1,
1912, the Boston Elevated Railway Company’s
East Cambridge Extension did include the first
and only section of elevated tracks for the use of
streetcars above Boston city streets. However,
Boston’s first heavy (high-platform) rapid transit
lines, the Main Line from Dudley Street in Rox-
bury to Sullivan Square in Charlestown, and the
Atlantic Avenue Elevated from Castle Square in
the South End to North Station in the North
End, had opened in the summer of 1901. 

These lines ran on elevated structures except
through downtown Boston, where the Tremont
Street Subway was used until the opening of the
Washington Street Tunnel in 1908. An elevated
extension of the Main Line from Roxbury to
Forest Hills opened in 1909. 

By the time that the East Cambridge Extension
opened, elevated lines, though less costly to build
than subways, were in disfavor because of their
blighting effect on the streets they covered.
Attempts to block their further construction and
to mandate removal of existing lines were
already underway. The final elevated extension,
from Sullivan Square to Everett, opened in
1919, but several other planned lines were either
built as subways or not built at all.

The Atlantic Avenue Elevated closed in 1938
without a replacement, and most of it was
demolished in 1942 for wartime scrap metal.
The Main Line was replaced north of downtown
Boston in 1975 by the Haymarket North
Orange Line extension, and south of downtown
in 1987 by the Southwest Corridor Orange Line
relocation. 

Construction of Dudley Street Station, 1900MBTA General Manager Michael Mulhern



On September 17 officials from the Mas-
sachusetts Turnpike Authority, state
environmental agencies, and the City of
Boston participated in a ribbon-cutting
ceremony to open
the new 2.5-acre
Nashua Street Park.
It is the second of
six parks to be built
along the Charles
River, and one of
45 new parks to be
constructed as part
of mitigation for the
Big Dig project.
The first was the
Paul Revere Park in
Charlestown, which opened in 1999. The
new $8 million recreational facility is
graced with riverbank terraces, a central
plaza with a 6-foot-tall, spiral misting
sculpture, and a 70-foot-wide, 5-step
granite stairway that leads to the water’s
edge. It also features a 12-foot-wide

pedestrian walkway; a 10-foot-wide path-
way for joggers, cyclists, and skaters;
landscaping; fiber-optic lighting; and
benches.

When all six
Charles River parks
have been com-
pleted, the com-
bined 40 acres of
parkland will
stretch from the
Museum of Science
to the North End
and Charlestown
and will provide a
crucial link

between the Esplanade and the Harbor-
walk. 

When the Big Dig is finished it will have
created more than 300 acres of parks and
open space in and around Boston, includ-
ing the Rose Kennedy Greenway.

which will house an information sta-
tion, a bookstore, a café, a shop and
restrooms. 

• The Massachusetts Port Authority has
purchased Bremen Street Park in East
Boston and will be responsible for
maintenance of this 19-acre site.

• A $5 million fund for Greenway main-
tenance has been established, and the
Turnpike Authority has hired a firm to
search for an executive director for the
parks.

• The construction contract for the three
North End parks is out for bid, with
groundbreaking expected to occur in
November 2004. Groundbreaking for a
Wharf District park is expected to hap-
pen in December 2004. It will be fol-
lowed by a groundbreaking for the Chi-
natown District parks in the spring of
2005.

• The Turnpike Authority has completed
a visitor’s center and marina on Spec-
tacle Island; however, the park will not
be turned over to recreational use until
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environmental issues related to the
leaching field at the nearby sewage
treatment plant have been resolved.
Opening of the park to the public,
which had been scheduled for the
spring of 2004, will be delayed until the
spring of 2005. 

The park is currently owned by the
Department of Conservation and
Recreation (DCR) and, as one of the
Harbor Islands, is overseen by the U.S.
National Park Service.

The EOC also addressed other issues,
including the status of the recently
removed Leverett Circle pedestrian
bridge, plans for Greenway pedestrian
and bicycle lanes, and access to Green-
way properties by people with disabilities.

Environmental Oversight Committee Addresses 
Open-Space Issues

demand-responsive, or paratransit, serv-
ice for the elderly and disabled with its
75 passenger vans and minibuses in 37
communities. For more information visit
www.therta.com or call 508-791-WRTA
(9782).

The 128 Business Council will operate a
shuttle service among the office parks
and commercial centers of Burlington,
Lexington, and Woburn and the Ander-
son Regional Transportation Center. 

The Anderson Regional Transportation
Center in Woburn is home to an MBTA
commuter rail station and Massport’s
Logan Express. There are more than
2,400 parking spaces. The parking fee is
$2.00 a day; free parking is available for
registered carpools and vanpools. 

Two 25-passenger transit buses will make
several loops through all three municipal-
ities during rush hours; there will be no
midday service. In Burlington, buses will
serve the Middlesex Turnpike, Wheeler
Road, and the Van de Graff Drive area.
In Lexington, buses will serve Hartwell
Avenue only, providing a transit option
for employees at Hanscom Field. In
Woburn, the route will serve Mishawum
Road, Olympia Avenue, Salem Street,
Cummings Park, Washington Street, and
Wildwood Avenue.

At the September 21 meeting of the
Central Artery Environmental Oversight
Committee (EOC), Massachusetts Turn-
pike Chairman Matthew J. Amorello
provided the following update on Rose
Kennedy Greenway development parcels
and open-space issues: 
• The proposal to build a 2,400-square-

foot café and gallery space on Parcel 16
is awaiting approval by the Boston
Redevelopment Authority and finan-
cial support. This Greenway parcel is
located between the Custom House
Tower and the Aquarium parking
garage. 

• Island Alliance is spearheading an
effort to raise awareness and funds for
the design and construction of a harbor
park pavillion on the Greenway’s Par-
cel 14, which runs along State Street to
the Boston Marriott Hotel in the
Wharf District. The current plan
includes a 2,400-square-foot structure,
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The fare will be $1.00 for Woburn riders,
$1.25 to $1.50 for Burlington riders, and
$1.75 for commuters from Lexington. 

Founded in 1987, the 128 Business
Council was the first Massachusetts
regional Transportation Management
Association (TMA). It is a nonprofit,
public/private partnership formed to help
reduce traffic congestion on Route 128
by providing alternative transportation
services and information. For more infor-
mation visit www.128bc.org.

Meeting dates and times are subject to change: please
call (617) 973-7119 for confirmation. Additional
transportation meetings open to the public are listed on
the Boston MPO Web site, www.bostonmpo.org.

MEETING CALENDAR

Wednesday, October 13
Regional Transportation 3:00 P.M.
Advisory Council 

Conference Room 4

Monday, October 18
MBTA Rider Oversight 4:00 P.M.
Committee

Conference Rooms 1, 2, and 3 

Thursday, October 21
Boston MPO Transportation 10:00 A.M.
Planning and Programming 
Committee Meeting 

CTPS Conference Room, Suite 2150

Wednesday October 27
Access Advisory Committee 1:00 P.M.
to the MBTA (AACT)

Conference Room 2 

Thursday, November 4
Boston MPO Transportation 10:00 A.M.
Planning and Programming 
Committee Work Session

CTPS Conference Room, Suite 2150

Call (617) 222-5179 for date and meeting room 
MBTA Board of Directors 1:00 P.M.

AT OTHER BOSTON AREA LOCATIONS

Wednesday, October 13
MBTA Public Meeting: Morton 6:00 P.M.
Street Commuter Rail Station 
Rehabilitation

Mildred Avenue Community Center
5 Mildred Avenue, Mattapan

Wednesday, October 13
MBTA Public Meeting: Beyond- 7:00 P.M.
Lechmere Northwest Corridor 
Planning Project

East End House
105 Spring Street, Cambridge 
(To request assistive listening devices or inter-
preters for this meeting, contact Joe Cosgrove
of the MBTA at [617] 222-4400.)

AT THE STATE TRANSPORTATION BUILDING,
10 PARK PLAZA, BOSTON

The public is welcome to attend the following 
transportation-related meetings. A photo ID is 
usually required for access to meeting sites.

Monday, October 18 
MassHighway Design Hearing: 7:00 P.M.
Proposed Reconstruction of 
North Street (Route 114), Salem

Salem City Hall Annex, Third Floor
120 Washington Street, Salem

Tuesday, October 26
Charles River Basin Citizen 4:00 P.M.
Advisory Committee 

McCormack Building, 21st Floor
One Ashburton Place, Boston

Wednesday, October 27
MBTA Public Meeting: Beyond- 6:30 P.M.
Lechmere Northwest Corridor 
Planning Project

Somerville High School Auditorium
81 Highland Avenue, Somerville 
(To request assistive listening devices or inter-
preters for this meeting, contact Joe Cosgrove of
the MBTA at [617] 222-4400.)

Wednesday, November 3
MBTA Public Meeting: Beyond- 6:00 P.M.
Lechmere Northwest Corridor 
Planning Project

Medford City Hall 
Council Chambers
85 George P. Hasset Drive, Medford 
(To request assistive listening devices or inter-
preters for this meeting, contact Joe Cosgrove of
the MBTA at [617] 222-4400.)
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