
SENATE No. 506
By Mr. Buell, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 596) of

Robert C. Buell for legislation relative to hospital charges. Health Care.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-four.

Be it enacted by theSenate and Houseof Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general
2 or special law to the contrary, charges, as defined in Chapter
3 409 of the Acts of 1976, of any hospital whose actual cost per
4 patient day was less than the state average for the maximum
5 allowable cost used in the current hospital agreement 29 as
6 defined in section 3 of chapter 6A as determined by the rate
7 setting commission and whose average length of stay was less
8 than the average length of stay as determined by the depart-
-9 ment of public health in consultation with the Massachusetts

10 Health Data Consortium, for the period from October 1, 1983
11 to September 30, 1984 shall be determined in accordance with
12 the provisions of said chapter 409 which were in effect as of
13 May 31, 1982 and with the regulations of the rate setting com-
-14 mission which have been adapted pursuant thereto and which
15 were in effect on said date May 31, 1982; provided, however,
16 that any such hospital shall not be subject to the provisions
17 of chapter 432 of the acts of 1981 nor to any regulation of the
18 rate setting commission which was adopted pursuant thereto.

1 Section 2. For the purposes of determining permitted
2 Charges revenues for any hospital whose actual cost per pa-
-3 tient day was less than the state average for the maximum
4 allowable cost used in the current hospital agreement 29 as
5 defined in section 3 of chapter 6A as determined by the rate
6 setting commission and whose average length of stay was
7 less than the average length of stay as determined by the
8 department of public health in consultation with the Massa-
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9 chusetts Health Daita Consortium, for any year commencing
10 on or after October 1, 1984, the base for calculating such
11 charges or revenues shall be the charges or revenues for the
12 applicable base period authorized by the commonwealth of
13 Massachusetts pursuant to applicable statutes or regulations.
14 or the charges or revenues authorized by section 1 of this
15 act, whichever is greater. In all other respects, charges for
16 any such hospital for any yelar commencing on or after Oc-
-17 tober 1, 1984 shall be subject to all applicable statutes and
18 regulations of the commonwealth of Massachusetts.

1 Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


