
SENATE 806

By Mr. Burke, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 806) of Ed-
ward L. Burke, Gerard D’Amico, Denis L. McKenna, Frederick E. Berry
and Thomas M. Menino for legislation to authorize the establishment of a
pilot program for multiple handicapped young adults. Human Services
and Elderly Affairs.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-four.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of thesame, as follows:

1 Chapter 111 is hereby amended by adding the following
2 prior to the first paragraph of Section 4J:
3 Section 1. The Department shah establish a medical review
4 team comprised of a multidisciplinary team of health and al-
-5 lied health professionals and such other individuals as the De-
-6 partment may, from timeto time, deem, appropriate. The med-
-7 ical review team shall, in consultation With the Departments
8 of Mental Health, Social Services, Welfare, Education, Office
9 for Children, and the Commission for the Blind, assess the

10 medical, nursing, developmental and social needs of multiply-
-11 handicapped individuals from birth to age twenty-two. No
12 multiply-handicapped child shall be admitted to a nursing home
13 without certification of eligibility for nursing home care by
14 the medical review team. In the event that the medical review
15 team denies certification, it shall recommend an alternative
16 care program appropriate to each individual’s needs.
17 Section 2. The Executive Office of Human Services shall
18 plan and implement a pilot program to provide nursling home
19 care for multiply-handicapped young adults over twenty-one
20 who are currently residing in pediatric nursing homes. The
21 Secretary shall establish an interagency agreement among
22 the Departments of Public Health, Mental Health, Public Wel-
-23 fare, Social Services, Education, the Rate Setting Commission,
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24 representatives of local education authorities and other agen-
-25 cies or individuals as the Secretary may deem appropriate.
26 This agreement shall describe the pilot program; devise a rate
27 settling structure reflective of the special habilitative, medical,
28 nursing, developmental and social needs of the multiply-handi-
-29 capped population; set forth guidelines approved by the De-
-30 partment of Public Health for operation of the program; and
31 resolve any other interagency issues necessary for the im-
-32 plementation of this act. The agreement shall ensure that the
33 transition to young adult care is phased-in, and that disrup-
-34 tion in services is minimized. Such agreement shall be report-
-35 ed to the Joint Committee on Health Care within six months
36 of the effective date of this act; and the pilot program de-
-37 scribed therein shall be established within three months of
38 said reporting.
39 Section S. The Executive Office of Human Services shall re-
-40 port to the Joint Committee on Health Care the results of the
41 pilot program and its recommendations together with drafts
42 of legislation necessary to carry its recommendations into ef-
-43 feet on or before September 1, 1986. The Secretary shall fur-
-44 ther establish an advisory committee to include but not be lim-
-45 iited to agency, consumer, and local educational representatives
46 to assess and plan for the long term care needs of the multiply-
-47 handicapped young adult population. The advisory committee
48 shall report its findings to the JointCommittee on Health Care
49 on an annual basis following the effective date of this act.


