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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-four.

An Act relative to non-hospitalization treatment orders
FOR MENTALLY ILL PERSONS.

1 Section 1. Section lof Chapter 123 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by adding the following definition:
3 “A person in need of treatment” means a person who is suf-
-4 fering from mental illness and as a result of that mental ill-
-5 ness, his capacity to exercise self-control, judgment, or dis-
-6 cretion in the conduct of his affairs and social relations is so
7 lessened that he poses a danger of harm to himself or others;
8 (a) A danger of harm to others may be shown by establish-
-9 ing that: he has behaved in such a manner as to indicate that

10 he is unable, without supervision and the assistance of others,
11 to satisfy his need for nourishment, personal or medical care,
12 shelter, or self-protection and safety, so that it is probable
13 that death, substantial physical bodily injury, serious mental
14 deterioration or serious physical debilitation or disease will
15 ensue unless adequate treatment is afforded.

1 Section 2. Section Bof said chapter is further amended by
2 adding the following sections:
3 (g) If the court finds that a treatment program Other than
4 hospitalization is adequate to meet the person’s treatment
5 needs, the court shall order the person to receive whatever
6 treatment other than hospitalization is appropriate for a
7 period of ninety days.
8 (h) If at any time during the specified period it comes to
9 the attention of the court, either that the patient is not com-
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10 plying with the order, or that the alternative treatment has not
11 been adequate to meet the patient’s treatment needs, the court
12 may, after proper heating:
13 (1) consider other alternatives, modify its original order
14 and direct the patient to undergo another program of altema-
-15 five treatment fOr the remainder of the ninety day period.
16 (2) enter a new order directing that the patient be hospital-
-17 ized for the remainder of the ninety day period.
18 (3) reaffirm the original court order.
19 (i) If, prior’ to the expiration of a ninety day order, the
20 commissioner believes that the condition of the patient is such
21 that he continues to require treatment, he shall apply to the
22 court for a determination that the patient is a patient in need
23 of further treatment and fOr an order of continued treatment.
24 (j) An application for an order authorizing continuing
25 treatment shall contain a statement setting forth the reasons
26 for the commissioner’s determination that the patient is a
27 patient in need of further treatment, a statement describing
28 the treatment program provided to the patient and the results
29 of that course of treatment.
30 (k) If the court finds that the patient is a patient in need
31 of further treatment but does not require hospitalization, it
32 shall order non-hospitalization for an indeterminate period.
33 (1) If at any time during theperiod of non-hospitalization
34 ordered, it comes to the attention of the court, either that the
35 person is hot complying with the order, or that the alternative
36 treatment has not been adequate to meet the patient’s treat-
-37 merit needs, the court may, after proper hearing;
33 (1) If at any time during the period of non-hospitalization
39 and direct the patient to undergo another program of altema-
-40 live treatment for an indeterminate period; or
41 (2) Enter a new order directing that the patient be hospi-
-42 talized for an indeterminate period.
43 (3) Reaffirm the original court order.
44 (m) If the court finds that the patient IS not a patient in
45 need of further treatment, it shall order the patient discharged.


