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By Ms. Buckley, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 955) of
Anna P. Buckley, J. J. Lyons and Ann Wilson for legislation to further
regulate the number of justices of the peace allowed to solemnize mar-
riages. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-four.

An Act further regulating the number of justices of the
PEACE TO SOLEMNIZE MARRIAGES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Houseof Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 207 of the General Laws is hereby further amended
2 by striking out Section 39 as most recently amended by Sec-
-3 tion 2 of Chapter 464 of the Acts of 1975, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following Section:
5 Section 39. The governor may in his discretion designate a
6 justice of the peace in each city and town who shall be a city
7 or town clerk, and such further number, not exceeding one
8 for every twenty-five thousand inhabitants of a city or town,
9 as he considers expedient, to solemnize marriages, and may

10 for a cause at any time revoke such designation. The state sec-
-11 retary, upon payment of twenty-five dollars to him by a jus-
-12 tdce of the peace so designated, who is also a clerk or an as-
-13 sistant clerk of a city or town or upon the payment of fifty
14 dollars by any other such justice, shall issue to him a certifi-

-15 cate of such designation. The state secretary may authorize
16 the solemnization of any specified marriage anywhere within
17 the commonwealth by a nonresident minister of the gospel,
18 rabbi, authorized respresentative of a Spiritual Assembly of
19 the Baha’is, or leader of an Ethical Culture Society, subject to
20 such conditions as he may determine and shall issue to him a
21 certificate of such authorization.
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