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By Mr. W3tmcir«( a petition (accompanied by bill. Senate, No. 1366) of Robert D.
Wetmore for I ilation to establish an acid rain control program in
Massachusetts, > lahral Resources and Agriculture.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundredand Eighty-Four

Whereas, the Commonwealth receives each year some of
the most acidic deposition (acid rain) in North America: and

Whereas, acid deposition is causing increasing and sub-
stantial damage to the Commonwealth’s cultural resources,
agricultural and forest lands, aquatic ecosystems, drinking
water supplies, and such water resources as the Quabbin
Reservoir; and

Whereas, emissions from fossil fuel-burning engines have
been identified as causing acid deposition; and

Whereas, although the major sources of these emissions are
located within the midwestern states, emissions from
sources within the Commonwealth contribute to the problem
of acid deposition; and

Whereas, the federal government has failed to develop an
adequate national program to address the problem of acid
deposition; and

Whereas, the deferred operation of this Act would tend to
defeat its purpose, which is to prevent the irreparable
damage which results from acid deposition, this is hereby
declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the im-
mediate preservation of public health, safety, and the en-
vironment.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Section 1. Section 142 D of chapter 111 of the GeneralLaws
2 as most recently amended by chapter 494 of the Acts of 1974,
3 is hereby further amended by inserting at the end of the first
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4 sentence of the second paragraph, the following:
5 “and provided further that the department shall have the
6 authority to adopt rules and regulations to prevent and
7 control the wet and dry deposition of sulfur compounds or
8 sulfuric acid which are the result of emissions from
9 stationary sources within the commonwealth. ’ ’

1 Section 2. Chapter 111 of the GeneralLaws, as most recently
2 amended by chapter 761 of the Acts of 1979, is hereby further
3 amended by inserting after section 142J, the following new
4 section:
5 “Section 142K. After notice and a public hearing, the
6 department shall make a determination, using the best
7 available mathematical and scientific methods, of: (1) the
g total sulfur dioxide emissions from all stationary sources
9 within the commonwealth, during the year nineteen hundred

10 and eighty-two, hereinafter referred to as the base year, and
11 (2) the total volume of wet and dry deposition of sulfur
12 compounds and sulfuric acids which were received within the
13 commonwealth, the northeastern United States, and eastern
14 Canada, and which resulted from the base year emissions.
15 Based on these determinations, the department shall
16 establish rules and regulations to prevent and control the wet
17 and dry deposition of sulfur compounds and sulfuric acids
18 within the commonwealth. Said regulations shall be
19 established, and a plan to implement the regulations, shall be
20 adopted in two phases. During phase one, the department
21 shall establish regulations and an implementation plan,
22 which would set a limit on the total sulfur dioxide emissions
23 from all stationary sources at a level no less than the total
24 level of emissions in the base year. During phase two, the
25 department shall establish regulations and an im-
-26 plementation plan which would reduce the total level of
27 sulfur dioxide emissions from stationary sources to a level
28 which would achieve a reduction in the volume of sulfur
29 compound and sulfuric acid deposition of no less than fifty
30 percent of the base year volume of these contaminants.
31 Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit the
32 authority of the department to establish more stringent
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33 standards and adopt plans to implement those standards, as
34 may be necessary to protect public health and the en-
-35 vironment.

1 Section 3. Within six months of the effective date of this Act,
2 the Department shall adopt the phase one regulations, as
3 required by section two of this Act. Said regulations shall set
4 forth the department’s determination of the total sulfur
5 dioxide emissions from all stationary sources within the
6 commonwealth during the base year, the limitation on these
7 emissions as required by section two, and a plan to im-
-8 plement said limitation. Statewide compliance with the
9 limitation shall be completed within twelve months of the

10 adoption of the plan and shall continue until the adoption and
11 implementation of the phase two regulations.

1 Section 4. Within thirty-six months of the effective date of
2 this Act, the Department shall adopt the phase two
3 regulations, required by section two. Said regulations shall
4 set forth the department’s detrminationof the totalvolume of
5 wet and dry deposition upon the commonwealth, the north-
-6 eastern United States, and eastern Canada, of sulfur com-
-7 pounds and sulfuric acids which resulted from the base year
8 emissions, the limitation on sulfur dioxide emissions
9 required to achieve the reduction in deposition required by

10 section two, and a plan to implement this limitation.
11 Statewide compliance with the phase two limitation shall be
12 completed by January 1,1990.

1 Section 5. If any section of this Act, or any part of. any
2 section, shall be declared invalid or unconstitutional, such
3 declaration shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of
4 the remaining portions thereof.




