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By Mr. Brennan, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1580) of

John A. Brennan, Jr., for legislation to establish a prison siting commis-
sion. State Administration.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-four.

An Act establishing a prison siting commission.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 30 of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik-
-2 ing out section 64, as inserted by section 20 of chapter 020 of
3 the acts of 1977, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section:
5 Section 64 A prison Siting Commission is hereby estab-
-6 lished to make findings as to; (a) the extent of the Comrnon-
-7 wealth’s need for more correctional facilities, and; (b) where
8 additional correctional facilities should be located and created
9 to meet said need. The commission may consider private or

10 publicly owned sites in the Commonwealth for creation of a
11 correctional facility, regardless of whether it is presently aban-
-12 cloned, surplus, vacant, occupied, or partly occupied.
13 The members of said commission shall be the following: the
14 Chairperson of the Advisory Committee of Massachusetts Vic-
-15 Dims of Crime, or its designee, who shall be the chairperson of
16 the commission; the District Attorney of Suffolk County; the
17 Speaker of the State House of Representatives or his designee;
18 the minority leader of the State Senate, or his designee; the
19 President of the Massachusetts Chiefs of Police Association
20 or his designee; the Deputy Commissioner of the Division of
21 Capital Plannning and Operations, who shall be an ex-officio
22 member without vote; and the Commissioner of Corrections,
23 who shall be an ex-officio member without vote. The commis-
-24 sion shall make its findings and transmit them to the Gov-
-25 emor within ninety days after the date set by the chairperson
26 for its first meeting.
27 Upon receipt by the Governor of the findings of the com-
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mission, the Governor should implement the commission’s find-
ings speedily and notwithstanding the provisions of sections
SOB through SOP and sections S9A through 43G of Chapter 7
of the General Laws.
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32 If any provision of this act, or the application of any provi-

sion to any person or circumstance, shall be held invalid or
unconstitutional, the other provisions, or the application of
such provision to any person or circumstance other than that
as to which it is held invalid or unconstitutional, shall not be
affected thereby.

33
34
3=;35

36
37


