
SENATE No. 1908
By Mr. Wetmore, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1908) of

Robert D. Wetmore for legislation to authorize the State Treasurer to
withhold federal tax payments in order to compensate for acid rain dam-
age to the public health of the citizens and the environment of the Com-
monwealth. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-four.

An Act authorizing the treasurer of the commonwealth to
WITHHOLD FEDERAL TAX PAYMENTS IN ORDER TO COMPENSATE FOR
ACID RAIN DAMAGE TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH OF THE CITIZENS AND
THE ENVIRONMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

1 Section 1. Notwithstanding in general or special law to the
2 contrary, the treasurer of the commonwealth is hereby author-
-3 ized and directed to withhold the payment of taxes collected
4 by the commonwealth on behalf of the federal government in
5 amount established under the procedure section two of this
6 act. Said withheld funds shall be deposited by the treasurer in
7 a special escrow account to be known as the “Add Rain Com-
-8 pensation Account.”

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
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1 Section 2. The commissioner of the department of environ-
-2 mental quality engineering is hereby authorized and directed
3 to make an annual determination of the total damage in eco-

-4 nomic terms to public health and the environment which is5 attributable to the effects of acid deposition (acid rain). In
6 making this determination, the commissioner shall include,
7 but not be limited to the following direct or indirect costs
8 (1) the amount spent annually to protect public drinking9 water supplies;

10 (2) the amount spent annually to repair buildings, bridges,
11 and statuary;
12 (3) the amount spent annually to protect inland fisheries13 and the aquatic ecosystem;
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(4) the annual economic damage to agricultural and forest
resources;

14

(5) the annual amount of lost revenue attributable to the
decline in inland fishing; and

(6) the annual cost to the commonwealth and its citizens
attributable to the public health impacts of acid rain.

Upon determining the total annual economic damage caused by
add rain, the commissioner shall certify the amount and notify
the treasurer of the commonwealth.

Section 3. If the federal government has not enacted a na-
tional acid rain control program sufficient to protect the public
health and the environment of the commonwealth within one
year of the effective date of this act, the funds deposited with-
in the “Acid Rain Compensation Account” shall revert to the
general fund to be used by the commonwealth to prevent or
mitigate add rain damages.
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